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By John Young less the p r 'esent Government
Planning R -.porter was returned a t t h e g e neral

I

its plans for the redevelopment

" Mr Frank Dobson, the coun- gains fo r lo ca l c o mmunities.
cil's leader, said yesterday that We shall be happy to put for­the scheme had been drawn up ward Toimers Square as the" .to show what we would do >f very f irst s c neme to gowe had the power ". through w hen the l aw i sA, c ompulsory purc hase changed."
order was made on M onday, IvIr Robert Clark, chairmanbut it has to be confirmed by of Stock Conversios>, said heMr. Crosland, S ecretary of was unable to comment on th
>tate fo r the Environtnent. council's plans because he had
t.onfirmation is unlikely to be 'not received a "opy.
given oefore t h e e l ect ion. A Tolmers Sq'uare becan:e a.previous cou nci l purc h ase ' subject of c ontroversy last
order on part of the property year w hen the c ouncil w as
w as rejected in 19i 0 b y t h e forced on tbe defensive over

,. Conservative goverument. i ts proposed deal w i th S tock
The council c lear/y has i n C o nversion, under w h ich i tmind the p r o~pect of, being would receive part of the s i te

able to buy the l and a t ex ist­ for housing ai a low pr ice in
ing use value rather than mar­ return fo r a Bowing t he com­ket value, as foreshadowed in. pany t o b u i l d a . l arge of f ice
a White Paper published ear- b locl-.
lier this month. Stock Conversion, which isWith remarkable honesty Mr l a rgely owned by M r J oseph
Dobson said yesterday that the L evy, ".was responsible for the
chances.of going throu h v~it)x huge Euston Centre near by. At
the scheme would be poor un- i t s recent annual meeting, Mr

controverosy is oi~v~ned by Stock the land," he said. " I t i s about
Conversion, the property deve­

t hrough the nose t o acldeve
De,elopment along the Eus­ I

sl1owloonls,. shops, restaurants I

Bridge should not remain per­
rnanently, closed to traffic wi l l
be considered b r the Greater I
London Council on Tuesda;. l t '
follows a p ub l ic i n quiry l a s t
July, the first to be instigated
oy tl.e council under regulations
introduced in 1972. Since the
inspector reported to the coun­
cil rather than to the Depart­
ment of the Environmen't. the ,
c ouncil, whic h supported )closure of the b r idge, is not l'

Cla:k rejected accusations that !
the company had p ersecuted I
tenants and ha d d e l iberate!y
darnaged houses in To lmers
Square or a!!owed them to fall
into decay.

The councips latest proposal
would provide accommodation '
for 1. 707 pe ople, compared;
tvith a bout COO at present.

tun Road frontage of tbe site,
tvhich covers about eight and a
half a c res, would in c lude '
offices and public bu i ldings, l

and a c inema.
Albert Bridge: An i nspector's
recommendation that the Albert I

necessarily b o und by :he ;
recominendauon.
The inspector said he faresaw

.a~o cnvironmental advantage in
closure, but 'ather widespread
traf fic disadvantages..
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