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How the chic squat:-Vera Wood, squatter par excellence, spins a little weol in

NOB()DY. ag vet, is having
the papers delivered
but one group recently had
the telephone installed and
their house has been con-
verted, during their occu-
pancy, to North Sea Gas.
Squatting—which used, in
London, to be an essentially
working-class pursuit carried
on in the remoter reaches of
the city—has gone quite

middle class and is lapping

at the shores of W.1.

It’s just behind Euston station,
in fact, within hailing distance
of such attractive properties as
Fusion ‘Tower and Thames
Television Studios, that three
_strects — Drunnnond
North  Gower Street, Fusion
Streot—and Tolmers Square have

beer setting squatiing standards

that are hard to watch,

“of course Charrington
Street "—tlie  other  (wrong)
side of luston statfon—*‘was
always known as the mecca of
a:atﬂn;," said Celia, one of
_the Drummand Street squatters.

“: MANDRAKE
Squatting a la
mode de W.1

nBut
 body seems to be middle class or “and Queen.
‘passing, reaily. :

Street,.

room. _
-must of the Toliners Vil- |
* "lage squatters, Celia and er
friends have done a lot of work
.on’ their house, painting walls,
reﬁhcmg broken  window panes
and mending floorboavds. But
by general consensus the finest”
e::ngIe of squatting chiedu (he
-peighbourhood s  the North
Gower Street building next door
to the popular Shah Restaurant,
.pamed Jommunity House ' by
its accupants of six months.
s . = ot i
Vera and John Wood. have
. been squatting here with 0
friends sinte April and alre
they have put together a sitting |

yoom whichi would do no dis-
of [arpers

*

ople round here do try| 1 |
that little bit harder. FEvery- veredit b the pages 1
Highlights inciude
Oxford graduates. It's embar- | chiarascuro Jighting, hangings on

i ““the walls and the odd ecological

% _Lirinket like Vera's spinning
i Toimrs Vilae Asds WS U il kel
80 squatters in the area who c°“.5'derv1h_"‘t on the Woods
have moved in over the last two arrival, Vera says, “ You could

e d on the ground floor and
ars, refugees from a coniract: stan :
ng central London market of f:emthﬁt Stadls_.thth:e 2‘;‘;:%:
furnished accommodation where inetheordufa‘!‘ ¢
one can easily pay £15 per week : e
it B s s e
) b e A -3 i
‘o{e’th:t .Eﬂ::: iLh“. ‘]‘;t?fa h::-l;é_*‘ did' much of the work herself,
ising e, as one might including the laying of the flopt-
Bive —’exll,:'cte:l} the- teleslions lmlar:ls au'd lhel ey of 1t{ht;
L 4ehtd 1 dace for electricily. i
P%?g‘:hm h‘;"’ been in cahoots | &0, ity Honse's  pictce de
wi ¢ owners. " yesistance, perliups, is the wall
But as the owners’ response to  of au occasional bedroum on the
the unexpected visit of Celia top toon 1t was open to the
and co. has Heen to maintain a  elements, Vera says, when they
a very low profile — 80 low _uoved in, but it's been blocked
indeed, that mobody et Celia's off now with tiles aud wooden -
e g e e Rt  We're Just
ne e, . . Scandinavian el ere
thonght they might have ‘been h;?:dv folk,” :a;,;\re“_ :
British Rail—the problem hasn’t 5 e e e
yeally arisen, and the squalters
have dealt, direct and unimpeded,
with the G.P.O. Squatters, it
seems, are discriminated against
a little, though. Before the
'phone was connected they had
Wi & e g e
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LONDON SQUATTING
GROUPS f

NORTH LONDON
CAMDEN: 220
High St.,, NW1
28 Camden Rd., NWI1

36 Southampton Rd., NW3
485 3528

FINCHLEY: 12 Arkwright
Mansions, 206 Finchley Rd.,
NW3 794 4194
HORNSEY: 31
Rise Gdns.,, NI19
ISLINGTON: 5!
Rd., N7 607 8981
TOLMERS SQ: 102 Drum-
mond St., NWI 387 4004

Camden

Hornsey

Hilldrop

Downstairs, hazel-nut but
and sesame-seed spread was sini
mering ou the eleotric stove—

i Vera sells a,little health food ﬂt

. the side—and a hip acquaintance

. amlhmlly hsi:‘;slyle squatied
on t oor and hargained tly*
for some bread. £ e !’4

. Vera cast a satisfied eyc \e';-i
the fruits of six months. .“ Of
course we're nof ?ﬂhl’y ey
she said. “ Mich ,9 qqn;n;a"nf_
doors up the rdad; is doing won- |

ders with hik place. 1t's i
g q_uila Knightsbridgey ™ getﬂt !l(




