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present owns ..'bout a third (4 6 acres) of thc 11.4 acre siic

the Stock Conversion Development COUIp;jny.
A year ago it secmed that nothing could stop Camden (,ouncil
from entering into a deal with Stock Conversion in which
Camden,vould have given it permission to build 250 000 sq ft
of oflices in exchange Cor the cheap purchase of most of Stock
Conversion's 46 acres for hous!ng (sce AJ 26.9.73 p711).
But nov:, due to the opposition of boih the public and ih'
Camden Labour party and proposed changes in planning

laiv, the council has changed its stance and seems all set to
make history. It is hoping to be the h !st local auil;.ority to
use the legislation contained in the govcrnment white paper
on land (see AJ 18.9.74 p658) when it becolncs law. (Cauiden
hope that wi ll. be soon aftcr Christmas.) This Act would
nationalise develop!nent land so that Camclen would be able to
compulsorily purchase Stock Convcrsion's 4.6 acres at 'current
use' valuc. And, since most of the 4 6 acres contpins proper

ties which are empty and decaying (ironically kept empty by
tock Conversion to improvc its own chance of redeveloping)
amden will pay a lot less than the Z680 000 an acre estima

ted last year.

New legislation
If Camden docs use thc proposed legishtion, Tolmers Square
will form a finc test case to define the exact meaning of 'devel
opn:ent land'. Little of the 4 6 acres is vacant land, and most
of the existing buildings would be retairtcd so that, as far as
Camden is concerned, rehabilitauon coums as developnjcnt.
Also, Camden will argue that the two forms of land exempted
from the lcgislatim! — land in the nands of builders, and land
with planning pennission — are not applicable here. Stock
Conversion is not, says Carnden, a builder in any sense.
So, by using tbe ncw lcgislatiou, Calfidcn anrl its architccfs
the Rentori Howard v(lood Levin Partnership — will be crea
ting in this long blighted area an opporn!niiy for the existing
community to not only stay, but grow. And, judging by
Camden's declarations ahout maintaining the existing uses
and social mix (plus add!ng a new cincma, cafe and restau
rant) and the architects' sensitive approach to prescrving

.d inhlling the existing buildings and streets, the actual
- ouilding of the new Tolmers Square area promis s to be

just as far sighted as its acquisition.
The architccts have recognised the ecorlomic necessity of

retaining and adapting the existing housing stock (in Tol
mers Square there is also an h istoric necessity to ret" in
thcm since most are listed grade II ) and, according to the
architects' estimate, the rehabilitated honIes wili be about
two-thirds of the cost per person of the ncw housing which
will be built to the cost yardstick, Of the 1707 people who
will eventually be housed in the 11 4 acre arca (116 ppa),
607 will be in thc 64 rehabilitated houses.
The buildings ivhich form the south and west edges of the
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has to havc some money-spi!:n!n„off!Ces in tne scheme. I;I
fact, there will be 13 300 sq ft of ofhces a;!d p blic spaces
long flie soUth and west edgc:4 ivhile, o» tf !c n'irthern edge,

British Rail will de", elop 10 0i00 sq it of OA>ces.
The RH%'L scheme was approved by Camden Planning
committee on 25 Septembcr 1974 and ifs implefnentation
now dcpends on the 'I.and' white pape.", b'coming ]aw, thc
CPOs being granterl, and Camdei.'s abil!ty to rehousc th
exisung tenants (most of whom will be allo tpl;d back) during
work. The whole thing could be delaycd i. a public incjuii'I
is held (i i Stock Conversion objects to thc CPOs this could
happen) and such a delay could be fatal.
The preseni economic viability of this socially and architec
turally sensitive sche!ue is very dchcately halanccd a»d coi!ld
be overturned if work drles not begin soon. 1-"or, as the r!ld
bouses long kepf empty lti, Stock Convelsion contif lti fo
deteriorate, rehabilitation becomes more cxp:nsive. l j t h i s
happcns another rethink may bccome neressary. Blut the results Il
are unlikely to be better — socially or architeciurally — than the II
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