
. TEL. 01-485 2800/4008 , TBE CAMDEN. ind ST. PANCEAS CE

mers Village Association.
To iohtain pcssession of (rhe 1and pied.

' and buiklan(gs; (the council has de­
-l aided ( to make two compulsory

pri(rchase ouders, on(e ciovexing atre
a r:a east o f (Nort/h Gowerwaveet,

wast. Submission of these CPQs,.to
' the Dapantrnent of the E nv i ron­

ntetat h (as (been postponed until the
' tarms of t h e go v arnmen( t's p r o ­

;posed ~Comm~un( ity . iha(nd M I ex e
.knowin. Tihis is ,to make (sure that
the council does not d'o anythiing
in edvance of t ihe ai(evr l~aw Which
c ouH ru in t h e o(hances of Iocal'
people benefiting froan it.

NO ACTION

3 IN a statenrsnt this week, the leader of a.'amden Council

(Cllr Frank Bobson) said/ that Ca(mden Council is still

fuliy committed t/o obtaining the ownership of the land and'
property in tibe Tolmers Square area so that by rehabilitation
and redevelopment it can provide decent housing in the area
for about 1700 people, with an old. people's home or shelt­
ered housing for 49. The council's plans were announced in
Septemlber last year. They have been displayed in the area
and were discussed at a public meeting organised by the Tol­

PROCEEDINGS

!
tlhe ocher (cover(ing tihe (aree to t ihe

Onc(a the CPOs are submitted
no ection in ,the area requaring
plannin ig perm(issi icn would be yos­
s i(bl i unt i1 ahe Env i i(onmant Sec­
retar(y 'h iad coane to (a idecision. So
tha ,coun(cil i s (pusih(ing through
pl(ans for infill lhousing on sites

I t own(s or ~whare th"re as e good '
chance,of getting the agpeement of '

!I tihe prasent owne~s, so e%tkhe de­
s ign wock and evan the bu(ildiing

work can uat under wey while the '
CPOs ar, bein (g consideied. ''These

will provide homes,for, d61 people

In (the ime iantime th o coun(cil is

keen to buy (an(y land,an atre area
frcm ',any of the ownars who wish
to sell. Also, as soon as tl e haianes
in Rcbert. , Street a r e ready for
them, (the council's ,p1adge to re­
house (the worst +oused, longest­
s itey iresiden~ts will be f u l f i l led. I t
could nc(t 'be done socaier t/ti tan the ,

new places were raady to be occu­

As fa r as its own p r operty
concerned, C (am~den takes the viaw
shat shor(t-Rfe houses are batter in
use than tleft earapty. T (herefore i t

w(ill/ing to l i cense.t(he arse of i ts
sh/ort-1(ife p r o ( pe(rty t o , s q u(atters,

and i t (takes no action ..against
squa(tters an ( suc/h prcyarty, p r o ­
vidang thcy ere oot e nuisaarce to
theiir neigh ibours an(d ar(e n/oit keep­

in(g the counoil housin ig people off
the waiting list o r spaca(al oases.

Tihe (oounoil w ill n c (t accept

sqtaa( tting in th , normal part of the
coun i cips stocik o f ( homas, and i t
takes .immadia( te legal ec t ion to

ge(t ri d o f sq(uatters an any(thing

b ut i t s short~life proyarties. Tihe
council wii]1 elso take 1egal eotlon
ageins(t e n yon d estroyin or
damaging reas~anab(le council hous­
irag from which they are avioted.

If 4/hie counoil (appties t/he same

and tlhe courts.

PERMISSION

action of t h i s na t u re against

prinnples to squatting in pr ivately
owned property, the Council has
few, if any powers to assist or pre­
vent squatting in such housing.

"Therefore, when I (wes i n ­ ,'

foamed rbat the pravete (ownars
of squatted yroper(ty iin Tol imers l

Square had commenced legal pro­ !
ceedangs to gat t (he squattars out, '
I asked alhe To iwn iClerk rto make
imansdiaite representations to the
(,yrners to stop their act ion. ,This
was done the same (day, rand the,
cwners sough the council',s. pe(r­ I
mission to ad journ the act ion. l
for 2f ,dals.

"T/his yermission h(as aiow. been
giv:(n,,partty (baoause Camden sent ,
the attached lletter. to the owners, ;
w'hic'h (was presented in avi'dence .

to (tha judge. Camdeo wrill conunue ';
to seek to prevent unnacessaty}I
squat ( iers. bu(t in ahe end the out- !
come wall dapand (on t iha ow (nars

"I Chink I (should an/aket it clear
that when Camden does take over
tihe ownershap .of the Tfalmars
Squ iare,area, i t aa',ilt con(tanue its

po1i icy o f l eavin el o n e eaiy !
squa(tte(rs w(ho iare no it a nuisence. "
Howevrr, i t w 'll no( t a l l ow '

squai tting to , ~hold aip its plans to >
p-ovide dacen(r homes for about

I

1l700 people."

~I

in eotal. r


