
3 A(nl >
f ~ a iwq SQgg(<o(

V'M . . ' 
' i ' t ' i '

. ' ' $ ~ ' $ ' ' ' • l" f

+ — EVENING STANDARD. TBURSDAY. APRIL 8, IQVO

OIl
SQUATTERS living.in near
d erelict b n i l d jglgs in T o l 
mers Square, Euston, must
f acc c o u r t pr oc e ed'iLlgs
i uter t&is mon'th when th e
o wners try t o e v i c t t h c m .

B ut unfortunately for t h e
o wners, a subsidlary o f M r
Joe Levv's Stock Conversion
group, Camden Council intend
to acquire the property them
selves; so unti l that issue is
settled the owners will not be
able te undertake any form
of redevelopment.

Mr Levy, has spent ten years
essembling property for the pro
posed redevelopinent an'd there
was to have been a substantial
residentiai element for Camden,
but plsnning delays and r ising
building costs cauld well kil l the
project froin Mr Levy's point of

Now the scheme for providing
Inuch-needed housing for Cain
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den residents is no further for
ward and if eventuallv the homes
are built they are l ikely to cost,
double the original estirnates. It
will be the t axpayer and ra te
payer who foot the bill for the
diflerence if Camden do get con
flrmation of a compulsory pur
chase order.

C aniden w81 have t o w a i t
manv montbs yet if they wish to
purchase the property under the
teivns of t h e h i g hl v d ebatable
Community Land Bill . I t under
lines the laok of forethought by
the locrJ authority in early stages
of Qfls plan.

Developers haye private capital
which is no drain on comnninity
funds and it , would have been
possible, if politics had been put
on one side, for agreement to
have been ieached so that. coin
mercial interests could liave fin
anced a very large housing stock
at reasonable prices.
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Now there seems libtle chance
of this happening because here,
a s elsewhere in L o ndon, t h e
incentive to redevelop is dead
and it is no longer possible for
the community t o h a v e g a in
f rom privat-e d e v e 1 o p m e n t
schemes.

Looal authorities must realise
that conununity i'unds. whether
they come from centrai or local
overnment, are hot bottomless.

vere cui;baoks by the Govern
ment in t h ei r r e f urbishing of
houses programme is going to
cause seriofls problems in the I

stock.
Camden'should also ask itself

quite plainlv where the original
fault l ies with that sad saga of
Centre Point an d t l i e e l ected
representatiyes who o r ig inallv
g ave perinission to b u i ld t h e
t,ower and S0 flats.
It should have been possible a

decade or tnore ago for the plan
ners to have allowed the block
to be built only on t4e under
standing that the flats were t,o
b e f or c ounci l t enants. T h e
expensive job years later of
CPO-ing the b lock fo r c ouncil
tenants would then have been
avoided. As it is. the f lats have
been enipiy and few have'bene
fited.

The Department of the Envir
onment should now be 'openly
m uch t o u gher , o n Lon d on
boixiughs who want large sums
oi' money to buy property when
existing owners are prepa'ed to
provide low~st housing.

Islington Council, for instance,
have aWed the departinent for
81,000.000 loan sanctien to buy
pait of t h e W oodbridge Estate

renovation 'of London's housing (

when the tenants of the estate
have petitioned the council t o
leave them alone and let their
existing landlord refurbish their -;. .

homes and continue to oharge
them low rents.
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