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® You can dictate a letter to the
Evening Standard at any
time. Telephone 01-353 %66 or
2667. Please give a daytime
telephone number where possible.
The editor reserves the right
to reject or shorten leiters and
regrets that he is unable to
acknowledge every letter.

ition of power. It i s j u s t a
ter of luck if the Rugby

mon Committees, in any given
year, contain people of deep
rugby knowledge.

I th ink t he p resent selection
committee is just dumb. Dumb
people cannot recognise thinking

I players, only charging tanks and
sheer avoirdupois.— Dick Hills,
Eddington Road, West Wickham,

g Via Dictate-A-Letter
jpc:-VISAGH,EE Wi th A lim l
Patkins's diagnosis of our
yugby fau l ts Doesn't Eng­
land Want To Win '? fAyr i l

,—: 8].
As a p layer who p a r t ic i­

pated in my county's nearest
lfid f o r t he cha m pionship
( Kent), who w o n o v e r 2 1
county caps and who c ap­
tained on occasions, I would
s ay the l as t c h ance o f a
player obtaining an England
trial is t h rough his county,
e specially i f he is a loc a l
player who cannot join one of
the glamour clubs.
Our country's rugby is not

being democratised to the extent
of the other home countries. Des­
pite wider selection methods, the
ruling oligarchy consists of the
same sort of people.
In an amateur sport it is a sad

fact that it is the size of your
wallet and the amount of spare
time at your disposal, more than

~r abi l i tv , that gets you into a

wholeheartedly support the coun­
cil in i ts intention to purchase
the land and do its own residen­
tial development.

The reason Stock Conversion
wants to develop is profit ( t he
company's profit to diate on the
Euston C e n tre de velopment
across the • road from Tolmers
S quare is i n t he re g lon o f
R60 million). Such profits arise
out of the in f lated land values
in Central London- and should
belong to the local community,
not to priyate capital.

What is more, whereas the
council has shown itself respon­
sive to the wishes of local people,
Stock Conversion has ignOred
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the residents, and has delibera­
tely let the area dec'ay for more
than 10 years. We welcome the
Commuxuty Land Bill as a step
towards a situation where land
in London and other c i t ies is
developed in the interest of the
community as a whole,

The houses now occupied by
squatters had been left empty
by Stock Conversion for years
before the squatters moved in.
The company can have no use
for the property at the moment.
The councll i s supportihg, the
squatters in their campaign
a gainst th i s se n seless a n d
unnecessary eviction, vihich will
resuilt in up to 100 people being
made homeless in a time of hous­
ing crisis, while their houses are
left empty.

.We urge Stock Conve>sion to
defer evictions until the issue is
finally settled as to who shall
develop this much abusmi area.­
Rachel Syerg co-ordinator, - Tol­
mers U i l 1 a g e A ssociation,
Timothy Wilson, Tohners Uiillage
Squatters' Action Group, Drum­
mond Street, N.W.1.

Public servant

ROBERT L A NGTON'S a rt ie le
on Tohners Vi l lage f Thccrsday j
attacks Camden Council f or i t s
refusal to make a d ea l vcdth
Stock Conversion I td. to let the
coinpsny develop the area. As
residents of Tolmers Village: we

%rong imqge
YOUR newspaper recently car­
ried yet another report of the
so-called devaluation of pr ivate
houses caused by the GLC buy­
in~nearb~ r ogert

he is a servant of the peo~iIe,

WHO DOES A n drew F a u lds
think he is? No one has priority
with p ublic t r ansport, which
taxis are. How conceited of MPs
to believe they should have first
claim to taxis at the Palace of
Westminster. He should remem-.
ber it i s a public building and

From his letter he sounds ike
a thug lacking in common ~4ur­
tesies. What an exampih" irom
an MP! — Gi les Endera Lam­
pard Grove, btamford Hill,
London, N.16.

Chick Pea Salad

grasping and greedy to maintain
the fabric of the building.

I am an educationally quali-~
fied well-paid single person who
works with computers and my
f iat i s we l l de c orated, w e l l

' furnished and equipped with
plenty of books, and c lassical
records.
. So pleaee give us a break and
do not assume that we are all
milling around i n th e l o w er
levels of society.— Alan Green,
Brixton Hill, S.W
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