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The baby
defAos

Last week, babies joi par e nts in a sit-in
at the Cambridge ate House.. They were
demanding a ne nursery for the universit
in a campai wh i ch has also had er
skirmishes h a t i s i t a l l about?

It w in Apr i l 1972 that t NUs first
in1tr ted i t s executive to ampaign for
f cre che facilities. T Association of

niversity Teachers d orsed it i n M a y
1973. Not many h e been provided since.
For instance, pre sent only seven out
of 200 colle in Lo ndon have them.

The de and of 'the marching ladies for
creche s both negotiable and sensible and
!s o of th e p ractical aids required f
f eq ual r ights. Perhaps all except s fie
anatics of status quo would agree t con­

sider it. Marxists, maoists, the Inte ational
Marxist Group, communards, I e rnational
Socialists,. Liberals and freak are coming
together to join the "struggl . '

Perhaps because the is e is seen to sym­
bolise the inadequacy of social arrange­
ments for women, i spite of their import­
ance to the econ y , t he creche is repl
i ng Vietnam, e bom b , and blac in
South Africa. he rev<ilutionary left lways
a minority on a B r i t ish campu, i s call­
i ng for support f r om a ll arte r s f o r
the cr he platform. The I g uage of the
bar ' ades has already, in .act, led to action
s h as the "occupatio of a telephone ex­
hange, a sit-in at 'director's office, nd

demos to picket e D epartment of uca­
tion and Scien+

However+ here are already bout 25
c ampus-bWed nurseries in gla nd . T h e
aost c~mmon type is base on the model
Jf y, ' Iocal authority d nursery, rather
ttutfi a voluntary pla roup.

The number of f ld r en ranges bet een
thirteen and 70, t hough 20 is abo aver­
age. The runni g costs are high an at least
17 nurseries ave received substa ial grants
f rom vari s sources. All of em charge
fees, st l y based on a ding scale ac­
cordi to inc ome — fro E3 a day for
ac emic staff down 15p a day for stu­

nts. The majori of them operate in
university-owned nd converted premis
They employ u r o r f i ve t rained nur ry
nurses, eac a id about 48p an hour.

Howev , the benefits of being a ' erated
woma i th a ccess to a univers' creche,
are t without drawbacks. A ecturer re­
fle ed: "As a liberated wo n I must be

working mother. As a ' erated woman
I must breast feed my c d. As a liberated
woman I must not e oit other wome ."
But at the nursery is lecturer used, e
supervisor discour ged breast-feeding o the
premises and t n u r sery nurses areoorly
paid. In fac m ost mothers seem to find
the atti t e of nu r sery nur difficult.

Ruby Rae

Local hor i t y-trained nurses expected de­
priv c h i ldren and downtrodden parents.

universities they found educated w en
asking questions, talking about t qu a l i ty
of care and making them f tnferior. On
the other.hand, one su v i sor was worried
about a l i t tle gir l ose m i l i tant ,moth
just dumped he h ere. The deepest di
pointment e wh e n not a single ther
showed y i n c l ination to questio he de­
sira ' i ty of leaving the child in e creche

day, from six weeks to five ears. (In fact
the campaign is for fu l l-t ' e creche facil­
i ties, but long waiting i sts and the ex­
pense have so far pr ented mothers from
using creches for n g periods.)

The changin conditions for academic
women wi t chi l dren creates confusion
about the mount and nature of f reedom
availabl o a l l the members of their famil­
i es. P rhaps not having a child at a , o r
ha ' g one later rather than soon , might

more sensible? For most re arch data
on preschool provision ca 'ously recom­
mends extended nursery ucation only for
extremely deprived c ' dren, who inhabit a
very different wor f r o m the one lived in
by academic st and s tudents. Stand at
a street cor r i n B r ixton around 6.30 in
the morn' g and watch streams of. workt g
mothe . taking toddlers by the hand ' to
ille chi l d-minding premises — din front

oms, crowded with a d oze or more
children all day, with a pa n heater in
a corner. These are th children at risk.
They need greater emphasis by students.

themselves.

Notes

PETER HALL writes: To lmers Square isn't
exactly the desirable archetype of a Geor­
g ian Bloomsbury Square. But then, i t i s
only doubtfully i n B l oomsbury. Though
Gower Street is quintessentially Blooms­
bury, Tolmers' Square leads off anoma­
lously at its north end, truncated brutally
from the rest by the Eustbn Road underpass.
Instead of a leafy square garden, there is a
weedgrown plot on the site of a c inema
which used to boast some of the most off­
beat and also the cheapest movies in Lon­
don. The area is an odd mixture of derelict
or down at heel houses; Indian restaurants
and surplus clothing dealers.

Yet Tolmers Square is splendidly located
on the fr inge of London's central area,
close to the university, right on top of some
of the best underground connections to be
found. Its present shabbiness is the result
of more than ten years of planning blight,
as Camden borough council fought to agree
on some form of comprehensive redevelop­
ment for the area. Much of the area is own­
ed by Stock Conversion and Investment
Company, Joe Levy's concern which a
decade ago developed the giant Euston

Tolmers Square

Al oli
G RIFFrr EDw ARDs w r i t : The A v on
Co fi o n A l coholism whose fifth annual
eport (40p from 14 Pa R ow, Bristol) this

week revealed that a other became addic­
' ted to gripe water o proclaimed the "birth

of a new treatm t concept."
What sort o a baby is this? T rea

ment progra me which has b develo d
is built ar und a structu and inte sive
28-day c urse of day­ tre care. Th blend
seems o be a mi re o f d idactic eaching
and o ra l su o n . M editation, onfronta­
tio and c e ssion, are fitted b tween tapes

d 1 u res. The Alcoholi Anonymous
t n ence i s e v ident, bu t t h e aggressive
avour of the enterprise s otherwise pecu­

l iarly latter-day Ame 'can. Due acknow­
ledgement is made t t he Hazelden Foun­
dation of Minness a, and that may be the

The idea of ay-care treatment for alco­
holism is no new, but this approach
certainly u to now received only t at
tention i ri ta in. Centres in ts coun y
which p vide day-care fo eneral psy ia­
tric p ents will occa ' nally help wi the
reha i tation of alcoholic, but t e con­
sen s would o bably be that the coholic
d sn't oo well into the gen al regime

st ecome a bit leary of cepting the
coholic referral after one r two alarm­

ing experiences of the d ' ruption which

Centre complex next to the underpass.
Those were the days when — as also at

Centre Point — London local authorities wor­
ked happily hand in hand with the property
giants. But things have changed. And Chris­
topher Booker and Bennie Gray, in a cele­
brated article, argued that this time Camden
should acquire the Tolmers Square land
from Levy and do the redevelopment job

Now, precisely this has happened. Stock
Conversion is selling its six-acre holding to
Camden for X4 million. This, pius purchase
by agreement of other holdings, plus cpos
if necessary, will allow Camden to go ahead
with the plans that the council already ap­
proved last October. They include housing
for 1,700 people, one third in rehabilitated
houses and two thirds in new housing; com­
munity facilities; and offices, public build­
ings, showrooms, shops, restaurants and a
small cinema, mainly on the Euston Road
frontage.

Four million pounds for six acres means
X666.000 an acre. This, apparently, is the'
price Camden would have paid when the
Community Land Bill became law. It is the
current use value of the Tolmers Square
land. In a crude sense, that means that each
of the 1,700 .residents will be sitting on
X2,350 worth of land. That seems like a bar­
gairi, but of course that is by no means the
end of the land cost. To offset that some­
what, Camden should make some good
pickings out of the commercial part of the
redevelopment. But such prime sites, even
in a typical inner London borough are the
exception rather than the rule.

clue.


