
I. YOUR letters page last
vveek vras headed Case
for Levy i s vvr»ng on
every point," yet ven M r
Tonialin eonecdcd titar on
most points l vvas r ight!

Gray - B a tes - Cla 4ius
scheme dcpends on a i~1ini

purchase order™on the Stock
, Conversiun land.

havc refused such a CPO
"Tony Greenwood, Kenneth
Robinson and Ju!ian Amery.

 . Mr Toma!in says I should
not despair . because Rcg
Freeson would! I wish I had
his faith.

When .Mr Freeson agreed
to put his name to the pro

! . C)audius pamph)et he had
1. very little information before
; .- him, The l eader o f t he

Labqur group sent the fu l l
j dossier t o h i m , i n c luding
) . counsel's opinion, the day
' .. after ' the p amphlet w a s

imued.
Let me say l oudly and

.clearly, that I am in favour
of land nationalisation — it's
a pity that the last Labour

— Government did not do i t .
! " ! Incidentally wasn't Mr Free

'son a member of that GovI
purpose is to provide ordin
ary men.and women with a
d ecent place to l ive. I am
not very interested !n mak
ing grandiose gestures, es
peciallv ones which a re
doomed to failure.

I have. l ived in . slums,
which is more than can be

[ said by most of the gesticu
htors, and I do not feel that
it is right that I should play
games with o ther people's
homes and their chances ot
establishing a decent life for
themselves and their fami
lies.

ster confirming a compu)sory

The wl ole of the Booker

ernment ) . U n t i l t h e n my

So far t h ree M i n isters

then) ull compromises with

c ouncillors, they a r e like
opposing a man-eating ti; er
in its natural habitat without
a gun, and expressing hurt
s urprise w hen the ti g e r
s ettles the matter' with i t s
naturally inhuman jaws.

The Indian proverb "He
who ri 'des t he t i g er ca n
n ever dismount" puts t h e
matter clearly. .

Labour leaders who st i l l
believe in exploded idcas of
inixcd economy should surely
g ive .yhcm up, and with

priv;:.!c developers, who hold
ail the winning cards.

The Claudius plans are
very ingenious and generous,
but are un l ike)y to work
under this Government un
less backed by massive pub
l ic support and a fully uni
ted council. Though Labour
might back them if only to
show this Government up
for what it is, i t should not
revert to the Levy scheme if
its application is rejected.
I suggest that Labour

should go i n f o r m u l t iple
small plans uncluttered v<ith
deve)opers. As the result of
walking through every street
in the borough, I arn con
.vinced that there are' op!)or
tunities for building at least
5,000 new living spaces, and
by imaginative reconstruc
tion of d i lapidated proper
ties, at least another 1,000.

D o we not 'need to r e 
mind ourselves that the
Vietnamese did . not defeat
the massive American arm
oured tigers by grand con
frontations and c o l labora
tions, but by mult iple small
guerrilla actions w4ich turned
the armour into a l iability?

— CLIFF ROWE,
9 Eton Avenue, NW3.

people. in the same area".
A nyone fami)iar with r c 

development of s lum areas
will realise this must havc
been exceptional. but ideas
d ie hard; one o f t h e d i s 
cussion evenin~ a t t h is ex
hibition, ent i t lcd Part icipa
t ion, was about the Swin
brook Road re-developmcnt;
where most o f t h e p eople
opted to s tay i n t h e a r ea
when, on the insistence of
the Go)bornc Neighbourhood
Council, thc GLC gave then)
the' opportunity.

This can only be done by
demolishing and re-housing
b y s ta; es ( "p hased re 
deve)opn>cnt with on-site de
cantin. " i s the ofhcia)ese)
and in this ease the plan is
to use a new structurc along
Acklam Road for the dual
f unction o f t e mporary r c 
housing a n d perm anent
sound-barrier a gainst ;.he
n oise of W estway t o th e
south. The project i s , now
before t h e Min i s t ry , f o r
approval.

Another in teresting deci
sion is that the shops on the
n orth boundary are t o b e
r enovated rather t han r e 
bi!ilt because tl:e shopkeepers
cou!d not a ) ford th e n ew
rents otherwise.

Readers may remember my
letter about light industry in
Tolmers square, which could
h ave been c o nstrued a s
opposition to havin housin"
there.

ActuaRy, it.is a very good
place for housing an essential

wives.

THE new ly po.'iticai
Samuel Waldman is so a=-
xious-to rush in to print vver
Tolmers Square that he d: ' :
not bother to check his facts
on Centre Poir.t.
That deve!Opment was ~

tween the Labour cont c' '-=-d
LCC and a dc veiop .
whose company the C ~

. operative lnsurance Sc..;ery
held a sizeable sharehc!o:="=

— MRS f. HESi.QP.
22 Soma)i Road, Nv;x

element in the improve;w"..t
of p u b l i c t ra nspoid: b. '
crews and their fami)>e» I=
provement of p ub) ic
port is the key tn r educice
congestion and t ) erebv
proving 1o)nle& Squarc
a place t"..i;.c.

It  . .no t r u e th a t
hnusin. w>l) be there w e=
thc pctrol i s gor.'e. In
rneantime, the hazar~~
be reduced by u s ing
street level I or sh ops a m
l ight industry (but no rr~w
car parks please!) witb
housing above p=-.dium ! 'ek
amp>y rampeo t o pr ov ce
easy access -: > shcps
public transport for pens:cn
ers and pram-pushing ho' =e

May one, therefore.
pose to pionecring C-.vde:".
t hat 'the p ople of T c z : : ; s
Square be g~r>ted pawici-.~
tion >n the r e-deve!"pmezt
of their nei~>bourhood, w:th
a proportion of the hcu-'i." . "

set aside for occupa:ion b-.
committed bus-crew stafL

Perhaps then non-n otv ..s:.s
woii't need to take a c:b to
go out in the evening!

— NAT BRQvv I,
46 South Hi'.1 P=-.-k.

N4'i 3

— IVOR WALKER,
Camden Town Hall,
Eqston Road, NWI.

THE recent exhibition o f
"85 years of Housing by LCC
and GLC architects" at t he
ICA had lessons for Camden
which can be applied to the
To)mers Square re-develop
m ent, w hoever d oes th e
developing, if Camden so
wills.

A! rnost the fi rs t p i c ture .
one came to at the exhibiiion
was of an attractivc c!=vdtion
from the B o undary S t reet
project, Shoreditch, the first
slurn clearan e by the LCC.
The caption said redevelop
ment was at 00 persons per
acre because of t he "le=al
o bligation to r e -hou:-. t h e

'  "MAY I s upport the po l icy
pet. out in your edi torial of
last week c oncerning the
Levy deal?

The L abour leadership,
though for the best reasons,
seems to feel im pelled to
enter upon grand schemes of
co!laborations or confronta
tions with capitalist devel
opers which end in Duke of
Y ork excrcises, and, to b e
harsh. ineffectua) positions of
injured innocence and noble
martyrdom.
, Howeve'r much these fai
lures may b e d u e t o in
s!>ff>cient pubiic s!ipport and
di=unity amon L a b o u r

I


