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HRfSTOPH ER BOQKcR and
RENNIE GRAY. describe how they,
ts two journalists, directed huge
Jrofits from a f40 million property
ievelopment away from the tycoons
tnd, lnto the public purse.

smes which, for the pas I'5

IX SEPTEVBER, after
oarsof tortured necoiistions
nd be srt - s esrcbing, t h e
,ortugh ef Canulen anally de.
ldad m go ahead with one

the lsrgcst and most
nntroversisl d s ireloptnent
cbemes at present yroposed
t tsmdolc
Is carrytng out the so.

alled Tolmers Squara davel­
pment, Csmden's Labour
ouscil w=.. ;o enter into a
nestde. srship wh'.ch
~sutd p one of Lo n­
on'a btggviu property com­
snias, btr Jos Lery's Stock
osversion, with s yrogt of
'm'e than f20 miliion.

ta huge howi of ouiraae
rsa,theuiandv of Iocal resi­
ttmtiasd'e gs'.sxy of nationsl
nbsr Party fi ures. Camden

mtrged im mind. tn doing
uith'e ceuncii took s decisio
hlch may significantly alts
te whole pattern of proye
eveiopment i n Bri t ain'
tnfor eiries.
%lrar is nt stalce sfter the

blmwe Square decision is
nthhig less than the role of
m huge development cnm.

es a „h a va ha d th i . t s
n.irely their onnt way i n
x svlorming the l ook o t .
fnost every town and city in
inixountry.
Earliar this vear, we be«as

ttartes of articles in Txn
mmtmm and e l sewhere,
ixmusing some of ns largest
euiinpmontv at pri.tent gm

iin London. IVhnt p r­
mttsrtyinterested us was the
vty in which, in recent yesrs,
mra and more ot the b ig
evelopments have been pos.
ble only because of the
riva co.oyerstion of Iocal

Vuednesday night,

with the spectacular yrofits
brought within the g.asp oi
the pruperty companien
Centre PoinC of course, is

the classic model — where the
old LCC received 51.5million
to buy land for a now nseints
tratgc roundabout, in rerurn
for compulsory purchase sup­
port and plannin concessions
which gave Harry ltyains an
ogice'block now worih mo.e
than )25 million. Similer ex.
amylds are thick on the
ground ail over London.

But, of all the developments
we looked et, the mast one­
sided wss that proposed by
Camden Council at Tolmers
Squsr~where, in return for
a subsidy of 35.7 million to
enabie them to buy 6.5 acres
of houmng land, Camden
would ailow Stock Conversion
a 250,000 sq. ft ogtce bloidc
worth f40 million — of which
more than f20 million would
be ciesr prohc

By the time wa Srst wrote
about h in April this year, it
seemed tha t Camd en's
chsnces of winning eny more
. nancial concessions out ot a
lopsided deal, wbich hsd bees
dragging on for years, were
exhausted. Indeed, on 1 6
ibtay, the council at last took
a decision to conclude the
deal with Stock Conversion
without delay.

lt seemed that there was
virtuslly nothing more to ba
said on the subiect of Tolmers
Squsre — out, rwo days later,
it suddenly occurred to u s
that there was a p o ssible
alternative and. moreover
thrt we could puc it forwsrii

suthorincs ln yrovlding lani'
end planning concesstonn

Ain ost invsrisbly, the gahi
rrceived by ths local uuthnri.
ties tor blessing such schemes
has been paliryrin comparison

aursslvea What we hed in
mind wes nothing less u:rn
our own iu i i -"csle otter tor
the Toliners Suuare develoy­
ment. devised in such a way
that every penny of the n.ss.
sive dev e iopinent p r o g ts
should corno back to the com­
munity on whose behall thsy
were to be given away.

Such an oger would nsve to
bs worked out to the trnsliest
detuii, including immvnssly
romplicatedr,uesiionv o3 com.
yulsory porchnsc cin r i n

s.id p i a . i , i iu l I " i i . es
would have to as emble rhe
necessary team of exo.ris to
c a r r y the d vol o pxient
tbrough. They vrnuld 1. are m
be t!'.a top penpie in r ' . eir
Seld, so that there could I>e
no question of Camdeu rsfus.
ing our otfer on the grounds
that it was in soy sense in.
adequate.

<11 this not te mentioa, of
course, the fact that wo
would hsve io raise the neces­
sary moncv — ainouniiug t o
more than f20 miiiion.

First o f a i l , w s e n l tvted
the services of ore of Lnn­
don's most influential esiaie
sgents, Richard El l is, who

; agreed tn acr sot onlv as our
I agents in the acquisition and

InpmenC but ano ss yro.
lect rnanagers in carrying it
through.

At the asme time. ws asked
Gollins, hfeivln, IVsrd — «ho
put up the P. i% O. Iiu!id'iug,
the ('nnimrrcial Unton inwer
snd Cavrrol llousr — to sct ss
oirr a rrhi i i nc Th ey s t r r v d
enrhii iuvi icx i ly .

IVn wrrv ii i r i .niiy in c r i . n l .
talinn wiflt toy y lxnninn n i n ­
sri D f l 'I iri iv l i t i i i rn lutil O
smt iiui' nf i l iv cu in i r v ' s l ,"nu­
'li'fii viltil:Ilil f l r .Pr r t c I i l '
Ii i ' l i i 'f t r nld i r I .t v i ' i ' I ) n l
I I : i i r t i n i r , o n i b e i r i i i i s t r
pim I in s n l yl .i nn i n i i snd

Pi:i i , '; r i : r r v -r s i i i . !0 ! s

w t'Itct i w n u t I r ) . I ( t i "I i
tnrrcl'ant l> snt,. rt itd w i i r I

i iiivticiC

psmc vVlthls 24 hours, two
ot tnsh dircctors had sgreed
in p r inciple t o ra i se t h e
monev. The securiiy for this
hun sum was, of course, m
bn Iie commercisl pr ize ef
tite ESO miliion otgce block­
made possil>ls by Camden's

I grsnt of snecisl planning per­

0r the cnd of htsy, througb
Claudius Propertiss, a ndn.
iroiit 5100 compsnv enlisted

for the yu rpose, we ivere
reidy to put io Csmd n vvti"t
. r"sms kno i v n tvv ' thr
Claudius otfery In outline, it
wss preclssly the same deal as
Stock Conversion's, exceot in
two vital respects — tbsi Csm­
den would «et its horsirg land
iree: and th tt all the devuloy­
ment propts wouid be re­
turred to Camden. T hese
proStv were then sstlmated to
be at least C7 mdlion — erourh
to buy Iand to house mora
than 2,000 people.

Tlie 10-page Claudius otfer
wxs formaliy presented t o
Camiien Council on I June.

T!ie co uncil ws s v er y
yvnperly cautiouc Sut, over
the next t h r ee m on thv, a
series of meetings and letters
siemed to s a t isty it . A s
council.Ieader Frsnk Dohson
n ut i t : ' We are a ntirely
hsppv thet Clandius csn fulfil
Rs aide of he bsrvsiny

Doubts, however, remstnrd
in Cmnden's mind i would the
Secietsry of Staie grsnt the
cumpuisory purchsve nrdvr
thct wou!il ne nic . v n rv t o
buv nut Stack Cnnvrrdon's
conttderable landholding on
ihi.' site 7

on th is vvved is~ue, the
cii irc!I itrcidrd to mka lsgxl
advirc,. The snmeivliet nrvt­
tive reply f. «un i e.iri e Dnliry
(u' vn t ihnt. In tiii Oirvt pluce.
ihv 5 rr s !nrv nf gi s iv might
il i I ! : ive i h r I i' xill t n iv vr i o
r;m.e i ! ie ir d i r ; sn I i' . . i i , i n
i h ' v rmn d y f a r , r i r n i f h e
I: I !i - i i i i h i I uii po wv r , h e

' : : . . ' :,.!u r r ! i i i r i I i o I :s

d rncemi ihesr . n d pntntw* v

Totmsre Square, Cat;:den: The decision hers could slisr ths whofe pattern of property dsvelopment In major cities.

An hour later, council
leader Frank Dobson rose
beneath the arciights of a
BBC ' Man Alive ' «amei a
crew to announce formally
that the proposal to go ahead
with tha Levy deal wae with.
drawa.
W HAT AR B th e wtder
Implicntlons ef the Tolmers
Square etory I

There can be no questton
that lo c al aut h o rities
seriously undereinimate their
yower ln c ontrolling the
many m sl o r pr op e r ty
devsiopments ln which they
are direcrly Ii.volved. Even
without a change In exiviing
legitiation to enahie them to
conduct «ommrrcisl dvveiop­
m e n t s t h c rntclvec t hc y
already 'have ynwiir to ensure
that every pennv nf ihe vast
protiis gsnersieii by pianning
concevtiont cninsv hnck to ihi
community on wlu>ie hehaa
thove concevviont sre msile.

There iv gsihcwnx rviilenrs
that the wider lswon ol tba
Clsudtus olter on Tolmers

faitrn en stnny grn»nd Pvrn
• aaior Londos property men

Srtuara hss bv no menns

i"i"i r .n'I"si i , l l i .

j eventual disposal of the de.

fnllowrd suit.

the language of a leitsr from
the Deparnnent of tha En­
vtronment to Camden m July,
which he daimed to be 'dis­
couraging.'

But we css reveal that on
Dobry's all-important second
point — that the language o!
tbe July lsuer hsd bess ' dis­
couraging ' — we have no w
rsceived specific contirmaiiun
f rum the D epartn:ent t hat

i...plicstion.

the congdence to go ahead
with a sound, if unorthodox,
form of development,Camden
fell bsck on Dobry's opinion
to justify the decision which
was about to be tuken.
On Wednetday, 12 Septem­

ber, Csmden's powerful Com.
m uiiity P l a n n in g ani l
Resources Committee decided
by si ven voics to iwo to go
ahead tvith Stock Conversion
— and not even to refer the
decision for debata by the fun
coundL

Over the next feir days, all
hel! brniie lonse. On Frtdsy,
Nicholss Tomslin, a journaiist
living in Camden, served the
counril wirh a i t igh Court

t! rnrv nsriivv, vmed to

writ in au a»rinpt io hslr rhe
Levy drsl. The same eveninr,
the ttsmptirsd Lahnur I'arty,
one of Csimilen's three cnnsrt­

oyynvs t!ie scheme by en
nvrrwhchning i n a i a r l t y.
Thrce dsyv laicr, ihe St
Pancras Nbrth Labour Party

tniii ir the bnnner of 'Stop
cils Iuwy dpvi, i l i v l l i liiil iocsi
ooininn v iiv mol ili : inx in all

their letter intended nb such$
days of the receipt of Dobry's(

1st 11'i i t t t poi l if, wit i i iu

oninion, a 3JC retained by
Clsuiiius c o nsidered t h a t
«he Secretary of Siate would,
tn fact, have the necossary
power. Nevertheless, embar­
rassed by the ayparentiy
endless delays, snd laciung t

i

heg

and thousands of indlviduals,
buc also powerfut alliss from
outside Camden itself.

Th se i ncluded le ading
trade unionists srch as Sir
Sidney Greene, Clive jenkint
and Ray Buckton: In tyd
Ifarrtngton, deputy leader ot
tiis GLC; anii — perhaps most
si nigicant o f sl l — Shadow
Housing hiinister I'eg Free­
son, chiet archnect of
Lsbour's new ls n i t po l icy.
Rs. eiy can s vy council leader­
si.nJ havu I uen opposvu on a
local i s suo by suc h a
phalanx of ssnior memhers of
their own nstional parry.

Last wcekcnd, the prsssvxe
on council ieaders from al!
• idos finslly became teo much,
After intensiva lobbying at
tl e Blackpool Conterence anil
eisewhere, co uncil l e ader
Frank Dobson was abla to put
forward a c om promise
I'ormuhi. On ths one hand,
the decision to go ahead with
the Levy deal would oe with­
drawn. On the other, a dcpu­
tsnon to tho Secretary of
Siate by two Iocal Mps would
diccnsithe matter, and a can.
ference would bs called with
oiher Inner Lonilon borouuhs
ai.d tho GLC to discuss the
whole relationship between
developers and local sutbori­

On Monday, tn preparation
fOr Wednevday'S full COunCil
meeting, tha Labour group
sgreed iinanimouvly to back
the Dotwon formuia i the Levy
dial wxs io be shelved. and
ai! a i i r rnaiive pr o posals
wmiid he rxyinred

As Viieilnesiisy's council
meeting»yened, a depuisiion
wns msdo l>y the recemly­
formed Tnlmrrs Yiiisge Avvo.
ciatinn. rvprrventing the 700
or mora rrsident • rrmsining
in the arra, end whose sxivr.
enre, uniil nnw, the coun"ii
h sii s carri tv ts ke n Ini o
srrmnlt. I he dr yn ! s i ion.
v lii( i x i t o r v»r i ' i ni ' I i i i r

i ii i ! I e I . i ' r v i i r s l I i ' i '

tviicn. I m n<ii 0 n vr r xilnl)
signi'd rn r i tv demanding a
llilii ii l t i 'le I, evv drs l , i l l i l l r
vwnv i t me s nnnunrinx i i int
w tihln th r r i ni nn i ! i v Ih v
w o itd p t v v vn t i l i o t oun r i !
wiih ih r i r o ivn b i i i v v ' „ - I . r I
r. it trbrnie for ina fu tn re n l
i iln s f r n

have yrivately sdmttted to us
that the time hsv come for
the huge pronis scnerated by
planning concesstont to go '
onck to the co..munitv, snu
that Claudius.style sciiemes .,
coulu well become a panern
for the future.

IVe have now re cstvsd
letters and sugx. si!ons tot
this kind of 'c h rme f t om
eli over Lonunn. And. in the
next faw n:orihs, we Imye to
be putting tns tirst of ihose
to vl

iis t s i l i i 'e

r . n u: i i . i i i i v:i i pu r t of
ituisus i,l Ii irsi orasnisaiions


