
cA DEMAND for an in
den collapse of two
Euston Square, was made this week.

Imedis,te inquiry into the sud­
houses in Hampstead Road,

Nobody wus seriously hurt, as the
houses Nos 56 and 5g, owned by Stock
Conversion and lnvesttnent Trust col­
lapsed into the street early on Saturday,
morning.

The occupants had fled onlv minutes before '
rubble poured down, throwing up a la r ge
claud af dust. Pohce aud the Fire Brigade
were called immed iately, and the rosd was .
sealed off until late in tne afternoon.

The Tolmers V f l lage Association, who
calied for the inquiry issued a statement say­

'

ing that the collapse was "the most strikin
of a number af reecnt incidents which illustrate
the appalling cansequences of years of neglect
in the Tolmers Squar ares.'

fore the cauapse fall<TWin a viSit the pre i ious
day af a surveyor workin. for D. E. and l. l
Levy, Stack Canversian's agents. The builders ',
had instructions to share up a bulge that he I

The tenant of Na 56, Mr Mario Castro, a I
kortuguese. told the police afterwards that at t
about 9.30 am he h d san downstairs inta thc f
street because he had hevrd a lot af bangin.
While he was ta lk irig t c t h e b u i lders, the! i
heard a loud crack. Ide rushed upstairs and:,
sbouted to two friends who were asleep in the i
house and they ffed, partially clothed.

Builders arrived on Saturday morning be­

'ad nnticed in the front wall,

lrOISONING

!

At l i rst, police thaught that a pass r-by ~
had been buried by the debric. Th y rare at
it with their bare hands. but tound nabady.
Pc Cyril Clements and a i ir=.man were tr afed
by an ambulance crew for; a. poisoning from j'
a ruptured pipe. and Pc S i i i l iael Si fales was
treated for cuts ta his! an.!s.

to go to hospital alth u i i Tfere suffering from
shock. A l l the i r gi :- r na l pr o perty w a s .
destroyed, but two af thein acceoted an ctter "'
from Marks and Spencer 'n Camden High
Street, of a complete set of aew clothes. AII of
them declined temporary coun­
cil accommadation but were
given a meaL

The GLC's assistant District'
Sutveyor later went to see lbs.
remains af the h ouses. He
reported that No 54 was also
damaged, but chere was no
immediate alarm. Water was
still gushing out o f b r aken
pipes an Monday afternoon,
but the gas had been turned
off immediately.

A spokesman for D. E. and
I. levy said that they were(

vestiaation into what ' hap­(pened.
The CLC's D istrict Su r - I

v eyor's Departmeat held a
m eeting with D . E . and I.
Levy oa Tuesday at which i t
was decided that t h e fi r m
wf>uld erect shoring and scaf­
falding, and clear the site.
They.were also goiag to safe-'
guarif no 54.

taf Camden Council decided
last vfeek to halt negotiations
with Stock Conversion for re­
development of the site, pen­
d ing d iscussions wi th the
Environmental tqecreiaty o f
various forms ct, community
based development.

The Labour group voted to
withdraw a report recommen­
ding acceptance of the Stack
Conversian dcaL In a divisioa
only Labour Councillor T im
Skinner abstained.

C ouncillors l o i m Thane
and Ivor Walker voted for the
withdrawal oi' the report and
did not abstain, as we incor­
rectly reported.

T he three occupaii , .h: houses tefuced;
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, going to hold a thoropgh in­I


