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! C A MDEN eouncil led a fight
aga!nst property developers
last week in a dramatie re­
versal ef pol i c y on the
Yolmers Square Develop.

Labour leader Cllr Frank
Dobson, who !ess than a
month ago believed that the
council faced with an acute
housing shortage should rc­
luctantly agree to the Levy
T olmers Deal, was ful l o f
hope at last week's council
meeting that "by way of con­

.certed and intensive effort,
we can persuade the Minis­

'": ter that he.must re'!ress the
' „,balance between developers
:; and councils."

, of last month's Cowmunity
Planning Colnmittee's de­
cision to go ahead with Levy
revealing that l ast m inute
discussions with GLT Cleader
Sir Rcg Goodwin and local
Labdur '.,IP's Mr Jock Stal­
lard and Mrs L ena Jeger
had resulted in a decision to
press the Governmcnt for a
new dca! in urban property
developnl =r t. .

Mr Stallard and Mrs Jeger
had agreed, he said, to!ead
a deputation to Environment
Secretary Vr Gcoffrcy I t ip­
pon as!'i». l . in l t o g r " .nt
compulsorv purchase ordcrs
for land aod prope;ty owned
by glr Levv's Siocit Co»vcr­

L td in the Tchneli Squ r "
L~~develcpment area.

Mr Bippon wi! I also be
~sked to sanction a sysi;ln of
lnancirg lhe oAice develop­
n ent . part o f t h c schcme

He moved the withdralval

don.

which would give the profit.
back ' to the community ­
not, as in the Levy deal, to
the private developer.

M r Do bson an d the
m ajority o i the L abour
Group h e le ads changed
minds on the Levv deal in
the face of a massive "Stop
the Levy Deal" campaign
which was being backed, by
two of Camden's Labour con­
stituency parties,

This puts t hem at the
head of a campaign against
private developers which, if
successful,. w ill h a v e a
dramatic effect on large de­
velopments throughout Lon­

But Tory Alderman Alan
Greengross o pposing t h e
withdrawal of the dccision
to go v: ith Levy, told t he
council: "I f you t h ink you
are p r n i rhing developers,
buying their lar.d and giv­
in th em a quick retu n of)
capital lvithout iheir having

, to lift a f inger is enough to
turn any developer into a
raving masochist."

CPOs on Tol;ners Square
lvou!d foi'cc t!1' counc!! Into
admitting the." avant to
change the V est Znd resi­
dertial zoni»g of the s i te,
according to Ald. Green­
gross. "That wou!d caen t!Ie
S, '- d„.-" te=-," he said. "=:or
Stoclr Conversion t o d o
what, t h ey d anln w e ! !
plcase.

A division f'orcbd by th.
Tori"s coniir'ned the w i rh­
drawal, however, in spite of
abstention b; tv. o Labo' r
ccuncillor;, l ! a : In!ng-chair­
man Jchn Thare, and Cl i r '
Ivor Walker.
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