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GERALD Levin cluims
1 that the Tolmers Viilay
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5 - Association “fail to
understand”, what his

THE EDITOR -
“schieme is all about”

4 (Letters, October 26). We
would like an oppor-
tunity to show that this fabiic
is not the case. i
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WE WOULD: refer to
- your front page article of
October 5, in which Mr
Bennie Gray, of Claudius
Properties noted that the
. model of our Tolmers
~Square proposals con-
tained ~a  discrepancy,
which was, in his own
words, “not as great” as
the Stop the Levy Deal
Campaign had earlier al-
leged.

Prior to this article Mr

" .Gray had already agreed with
, us that no discrepancy
existed and this has since
been confirmed in a letter of
apology from the campaign.

We were also concerned to
i pote that the campaizn and

the Tolmers Villaze Associa-
: tion, after directing so much
. criticism towards the
development, still fail to
understand what our scheme
is all about.

The fact that Claudius
Properties themselves would
be committed to building
what they called “rhis
- monster block” is incidental.
. What is surprising is the
association’s statement that
“residents, small businesses,
and low rental shops™ will be
upsei “for the sake of a
marginal gain  in  housing
numbers.”

In preparing our feasibility
study to Camden’s brief we
have been aware of the
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cevered from its surroundings
by Euston Read, Hampstead
Road, Euston Station, etc.

We agree rhat it is essential
to maintaip the character and
identity of the existing com-
munity, and 0 this end a
study was carried out in con-
junetion with Camden Archi-
tects Depavtment to examine
the conditions of existing
properties  and determine
how these could continue to
provide useful and adequate
accommodation.

We consider that the shops
and dwellings 2long Drum-
mond Street and the castern
side of North Gower Street
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ayd should be retained.

In addition, our phasing
proposals hinge around, what
to us is vital, the early im- |
prhvement and renewal Ol
these dwellings and shops 1o
provide a ph: ical, historical |
and social 1 ence points o}
maintain continuity of the
existing comoiunity.

Although the problem ofi
replacing  cvercrowded and |
inadequate housing stock by ()
its nature stacks the oddsif

against any sienificant hous-

ing gain, our proposals will
house a total of 1,500 people, !
an increase of a thousand, |
sacrificing  high ]

without
standards of open suace and
other amenities essential at
such a high densily.
GERALD LEVIN, Partner,

Renton Howard Woud |
Parinership. |
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Mr Levin agrees “that it

- is essential to maintain the

charactervand identity of the
existing community."” Yot it
is quite clear from Dhis )
sch::m':: that he has no real -
knowledge of the existing |
community. Although under- |
taking a brief study of the .
bmlglm;‘.s, he at no time
carried out any social sur~
veys or contacted any local
epple. He did not even
other to contact the Tol-
mers Village Association, .
who would have been able
to give at least some idea of

' local needs.
. _His * presentation there- |

fore, aithough extremely 4
pretty in architectural terms,
fails to- salisfy local ques- '
tions: Where, for instuace,
would Simmonds secondhand iq
furniture warehouse go?

Where will the 1,400
people who use the CHA
social ¢lub find their enter-
tainmeni? What will happen
to the Indian communin? As
Mr Shah, a local shopkeeper
and residant, commented |
after visiting he exhibition
at the town hall: “I don't
sce any place for me thera,”

To obtain the required
housing density it is not
necessary to hnock down as
much of the property as Mr
Levin proposes. and there
are sound arguments for not
doinz so: =

1. The existing prope:‘:i&s,--{
having been developed in a
oiecemeal fashion over a |
aumber of years, integrate |
rcsmfrnua], service, com-
mercial and offica space in -
2 way impossible in new
developments. o
12. Existing buildings, with .
the possible exception of
those on Hampstead Road
can be modernised to pl'D:
vide a higher quality of
accommodation than can be
found in  coast yard-stick
housing, and for a cost well
below  current  yard - stick
fizures.

-3, There would be no need .
for lifts in the existing build- ~
ings, whereas in the high-rise
proposed they would be
es=eatial, '
" 4. There would be much.
less  disruption. The new §
?chgme envisages - Major
butldings oeperaticns in the
area for a period of five
vears, Th's couid not fail to
b2 disruptive tQ life in the
area, . i
if the Tolmurs Square area |

a piccs of #iat land the J
: zared by Rentons
t h;r acceptable. Bug it
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