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Yet in any a~tempt to win back a
fair share ot the profits thus crea.ed,

enr

tbeir hands at present are tied a
every tora. The Secretary ot State

npn

for tjre Environment tells them that
theil only concern

should be wi th
"planning" — as if planning can be
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divorced f rom economics. He te l ls
them that prof i table dcvelopment is
n ot their business, but should be left t r e
to the private sector. By implication,
he says that it is a}l right for cofnpuj­
sdry 1>urchase powers to be used to
enricfi large properry companies, but
not for the f in~ncial benefit of the

Here then is the extraoi dmary srtu
t'on — that, as two journalists,

we

should be approacbed by some of t e
1 rgest and most p ( rv erful l ocal
authorities in the land because tb y
are desperate to find a practical way
round what has become

a major

Obviously we are happy to o f fer
>vha hel and advice we can, but the

f Vo ' / . . m easure of response we have receivco
>/ ~. l" 'n r -cent «moliths shows that, this is

no loneer a niatter for ad hoc
~on '~!r'rr,. prov i satjor). There are a number of

-y m wh i ch the «ituation could be
practjca"ly remedied. But u l t in:a
none of them can be effective without
a clear leau aitd support from central
government. V,'e wr ite to y ou, Si r ,
in the hope tj)at this matter may be
taken up at natfona' level as a matter
of the g."eatest orgency.
Yonrs faithfujjy,

8. CHRlSTOPHER Boof ):ER,

!t BKb j « jIE GRAY,
.

' '«5 Barrett Street, %1.
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