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From My Christopher Booker and Mr
Benmie Gra
Sir. We would like to report what
seemis 1o U5 an extroordinary and
absurd situation, In recent months,
on 8 number of vecasions, we have
discussed 1 the press and on 1eie
Vision the plight of jocal authorities
whe are scellag }

L5

v tg rescue back for
Ei‘.t'r l'Erl-tT]”.\luu:'-i-li o | lL‘-n.‘\\JlH-.lJIr_" ‘!lrl'. e
i the enormous property vajues cre-
ated by the pra of spectal planming
permissions, Yo o alsp on 1wu
prCdatans atteinpLe
cils with o forinuy they
coulid benefit from th E‘Ihiil\.lui Favis
majoi office developmenis which they
alone had the power 10 nake
pussible.

As 8 result of these activities, we
have in the past few weeks been
deluged by inquiries from the couf-
cillors and officers of local authort-
- | ties in all pacts of Britain. In cach
case, they are desperate for advice
or practical help. One city counctl
wants 1o know wheiher there is any
way in which it _can develop a key
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t central site which 1L owns iself,
s | without having 1o fease it in such &
g | way that a developer takes most of
y | the profits. Another big city 1§ faced
L | with & scheme, requiring cxtensive
site assemily by compulsery pur
chase, whereby almost the whole of
the city centre 1s rransierrved to a
i wellknown  property cnmpany—for
3 | almost no {inancial returo.
2 The atficers.and leaders of & large
g | London barough are anxious 1o have
I general discussinns as to ways in
t vwhich they can benefit from future
P development throughout the
¢ borough. i o
: What all these local authorities "J’J;-.W"é' 1.;,(‘0(*.'4‘_
- | have come to recognize with alarm is 7%, ' gy b tog
1 | that, under the present systent, they . % o So C‘u_iq.
s | are being ashed to play a vital role | “Vei,¢rn Wiy,
- | in making possible schemes which t “prre) Mep,
- | will pour money into the hands of fre nn;‘fab hag
property compuiies, for virtually no a9, 19y S 2
{ return. In sonte instances, they even a4y el
own the land themselves. In others, a"h'\gr} tle
they are being asked to buy key parts ter., 10y i
of commercial sites by privileged use 11;-6“-” I3 X,
of compulsory purchase POWCLS. 1;.,-(!”':-0 aq
et in any atiempr to win back & ¢ €s 5 2 '
. | fair share of the profits thus creaied, %"ﬂr;-ec“
v | their hands at present are tied at 3 3t gp %
every turn. The Secretdry of State aoq‘-‘
7 for the Lnvironment tells them that ' : :
s | their only concern should be with ¢ the
> | “planning v_as if planning can be €4,
» | divorced from economics. He tells '!}qf
$ | them that profitubie development is
t, | not their business, but snould be leit vg ..
if | 1o the private sector. By implication, 7y ;
n | he says that it is all vight for compul- n .
o |l sory purchase powers 1o be used 1o %
11 {{enrich large property companies, but
1 ||mot for the finuncial benefit of the
e community. ) . =
. Here then is the extraordinary situ-
£ | ation—that, as two journalists, we
t£ | should be approached by some of the
3 | largest and most powerful local ,
de; authorities in the land because ihey !
he 4| are desperate 10 find a practical way
] round what has become a major ¢
”' national scandal. 3 :
e (‘{ Obviously we are happy to offer
6. | what help and advice we cai, but the
| nieasure of response we have recelved
4 1 in recent moughs shows that this is .
e | no longer 3 marnter for ad hoc im- |
,+ | provisanoll. There are a number of
2| ways in which the situation could be I
¢ | practicaiy remedied. But ultimately €
Y none ot them cau be effective without %
i, | & clear lead and support from central ¢
I3, | government. We write 10 you, Sir, 1
in the hope that this matter may be -
taken up at nationa! level as a matter
-+ | of the greatest urgency.
= | Yours faithifully,
d | CHRISTOPHER BOOKER, o
it | BENNIE GRAY, {
’ | 5 Barrett Street, wi. |
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