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Black doctor

a jolly
for the

By VALERIE

IT PROMISES to be a iolly.
lively yrar ftfor the GLC's
image under its newly-elected
first Dblack chairman, Dr
David Piti.

Big. broag and beaming, he
intends to muke it a vear when
Landon 15 frmiy estaolishied in
her role a» ventre of the Con-
monwe. [th,

One innovation will be at the
GLC annual reception. Tradit-
ionally a formal and not too
rumbustious  aflair, held last
vear in the Festival Huall, it will |
move back to Countr Hall and
there will definitely be, promises
Dr 1., a Trinidadian steel
band providing the music.

CAnd b expects that as pub-
llc' figureead for London, he

ill be visiting several Common-
WE“!.l'Il countries and entertain-
ing all the High Commissioners
and any Commonwealith Minis-
ters who are over here.

Dr Pitt was born in Grenada
60 vears aco. His 83-year-oid
mother srill lives there, but Dr
Pitt was unable 1o be there lor
the Independence celebraticn
because Lie was too busy working
on -the GLC budget.

Laughing

He c¢ame ty Britain in 1! N
study medicine at Edinburciy,
and plunzed sumght it
polities, being * President ¢
almost everything at the Univys-
sity.”

When he qualified he went
back to the West Indies and met
his wife Dorothy in Trinidad.

She i> a charnung, luuching
woman, with a p‘wl Spanish,

art-Scottizh ancestry. who
oves entertaimng informaliv.

A Camden councillor who is
a close friend savs that when

‘I-;t.h': Pitts lived in Willesden they
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hnd a full epen-house every
Sundav, Lo which  visiting
coloniul lewders made a beeline.

A picture on the piuno at their
prescnt “home  in Hampste. d
.uhc\'.q. Dr Nkrumsh clispine Dr
Pitt in ereectine. snd he was
invited to attend ull the coloni:l
Independence celebrations,

*Most of the Heads of State
had veen iy patients in Loadon.
of course.” he savs

Since 1949,he has nractised as
@ GP i North Gower Straet

“ T had cone neve o ! i
a new constitution for 'I':‘x:.‘-,d.ad
with the post-war Labeur sovern-
ment. I was annoved at the con-
stitution that wus de-ided 1,-0n,
50 I s-ttied in London itstend
amd brouzht my wife an’ chil-
dren over here.” B ¥

Handsome *

The Pilts have three hund-
sowe childien—a son who is a
barrister, otie daughter u goztor,
ang another o tuiinee eache

zver .'11!'.("“' he arrived here h
! Lad a career of heinr the
First Black Something at regu-
l;.l:- T\"{]'I '..

1 v.e the first bluck coun-
cifier it 1961 and the sad thing
= 't 1oam still the only b.ac».
oo wtb Cotmty Hall,” he

“i'm hoping that my vear “as
chatrman  will  stimulate other
nlick people to stand for the
GLC.”

. - '

In 14966 he became London's
first black JP.

During his vear as chairmun,
he =avs, he intends to zive a
prominent place to puh]ir»iwmg
the work of the Community Rela-
tions Commission. of which he is
deputy chairman. He is a formner
chaiyrman of CARD (Campaizn
Against Racial Diserimination).
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DR DAVID PITT.

new GLC chairman, and his wife Gorotas
at their Hampstead home today.
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