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SHOWDOWN AT
THE SUPERLOO

by Penny Reel

The Politics of Euston

A while back, Euston Station, understudying Olympia,
featured a display of Volvo saloon cars. Utilising its
vast, central floor space; well away from platforms,
escalators, fags and mags stands, booking offices, snack
dens and the foul Superloo; accompanied by almost
mute orchestral renderings of ‘Come Prima’ and "These
Foolish Things’, and attracting thin crowds of idle,
pimp-white raincoated observers, these exhibitions have
by now become a routine event.

Fruit juice, the Welsh Tourist Board, childrens’ art,
famous press photographs and, close to home, ‘Electric
Scots’'—the new five-hour special journey to Glasgow
from Euston—these have all, in their turn, graced the
station and added a dimension of fantasy to the bom-
barded transients that haunt the depressing terminal.

The Volvo display afforded a most singular spectacle.
Perusers would, to a person self-conscious, first gaze
at these reassuring confirmations of success and, growing
emphatically bolder, peer with intensity at the interior
upholstery. Finally, tracing a light finger along the
crimson and chrome bodywork. A few, the.very study
of earnest sanity, asking concerned questions of the
model sales clerk and coming away with a clutch of
glossy literature, neatly sheafed.

continued on page 22
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further established the TVA in the community and
attracted the support of the, normally indifferent, Indian
sector, Some of the businesses in the area, for something
more than purely mercenary ends, gave the Association
small donations and the owner of a local send-hand
furniture store gave his reasons for staying and wanting
to stay, in a small article in the To/mer’s News.

By that time, though, the Tolmer’s Village Associa-
tion, membership 200, seemed to be running out of
steam. Attendances at their weekly meetings had gradual-
ly dwindled and their agenda began to take on a creeping-
ly personal grievance tenor. Some of the less radical
members, particularly rent and ratepayers, feared an
invasion by what they referred to as ‘anarchist squatters’
who would rape the area as mercilessly as Mr. Levy. This
had happened in nearby Charrington Street and Kentish
Town, with the result of alienating the residents from
any future Tenant’'s Association,

In November the TVA attracted local attention once
again by building a bonfire and throwing a party to
celebrate the Guy Fawkes festivities. At the same time,
they opened a shop at 102 Drummond Street, a former
dairy, which they made their official headquarters and,

a little after, adorned a rather grand old lamppost at the
entrance to Tolmer’s Square with brilliant carnival
cotours. Then nothing.

Wintertime Blues

Throughout the winter, when everywhere the prospects
of anarchy versus totalitarianism were being weighed
and discussed, the TVA went suddenly silent. Disappear-
ed underground.

Two days every normal working week, the normal
life of the area vanished, people entered and left dimmed

offices, ate their meals and placed their bets by candle-
light. Mayells, the magazine wholesalers, began to get
the trashcans purloined by toilet paper seekers, while,
in the Capri cafe, straw men sipped hot tangerine tea
and chewed toast. Architects may come and architects
may go and never change your point of view. The blues
hung, fog-like, over the whole of Euston and nowhere
was this more manifest than in-the pseudo-paradisical
station, where even the fresh mountain air of Wales,
freely explained on the display stands, were less a haven
for escapism than they were a reminder of the coal
mines beneath them.

Spring declared peace. With the first suggestion of
sun, the whole world stopped going bloody mad, allay-
ing the Mirror's fears, and everybody got back to the
wholly stimulating business of being alive. The TVA
organised a jumble sale and gained more friends; Levy
and Walker became no more than yesterday’s smoke
and 102 Drummond Street, taking its cue, no doubt,
from Euston Station, held an exhibition of its own.
And not a Volvo in sight.

The exhibition was an organisational success. Huge
photographs, detailing every feature of the Village, en-
circled the walls, many of the residents’ portraits also
adorned the exhibition, made up into so many leaves
of a huge family tree. Concise, well-designed plans
suggesting various transformations, each with easy to
understand captions, were presented to everyone for
the first time. A clover and a rose, beautifully painted
in green and red, were painted on to the window of the
shop. And everyone dashed about pasting up flyposters
and distributing leaflets. Its most remarkable and aston-

4 ishing feat was to change the very reputation of the
| TVA from that of apathetic dryness to bright together-
‘Ness.

Other changes, though, were less than welcome. It

had long been felt that it would be a blow for the good,
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were the enclosed site of Tolmer’s Square occupied and
utilised. There had been some very interesting proposals
concerning the use to which the area could be put, at
the TVA exhibition. But when the TVA were approach-
ed with a view to instigating these, they backed down.
Apparently, they were in the process of mollifying Mr.
Levy, whose empty houses in Tolmer’s Square they
presently occupied.

It then transpired that the TVA had come to an agree-
ment with. Mr. Levy. They were to be allowed to stay,
unmolested for the time, in Mr. Levy's houses as long as
they promised not to implement any further squats in
Mr. Levy’s houses and ensure that no other group squat-
ted in Mr. Levy’s empty fucking houses.

This was a low blow. Whereas previously, anybody
wishing to squat had had free option, now the TVA were
setting themselves up as an effective police force for
Mr. Levy. Yes sir! The campaign was bowing down at
the altar of compromise and, like Fleetwood Mac of
yesteryear, the Tolmer's Village Association had SOLD
OUT.

What Becomes

Of The
Broken Hearted?

Naturally, the TVA could justify this change of heart.
Mr. Wates, working hard and long for the Association,
out of the generosity of the Rowntree Trust who gave
them a grant, put the point across that nobody even
thought about squatting in the area until they made a
public stink about it, which may have been true, but he
also made the mistake of rejecting certain prospective
squatters on grounds of unsuitability; his own criteria.

Meanwhile they were soliciting further financial help
from CLAP—Community Levy (not Joe) for Alternative
Projects—which had pledged to support struggling
projects in Britain ‘too unusual, imaginative, alternative
or revolutionary to get money from the regular sources’
—thus:

“Tolmer’s Village Assn. is preparing a scheme for
the development of the Tolmer’s Square area. It will
be based on the interests of the local community and
should show how to break the hold of developers
over local authorities and that the profits of
development can be returned to the community . . .
Among the possibilities are: that a major part of the
site be leased back to a local association comprised
of all the people who live in the area. . . and the
sale of certain parts for office development by a

“The Greatest Stuff

~ Carats-
Sixteen Years of Pop History

1952:

" THEROYALS - Every Beat Of My
Heart (5), ROSCOE GORDON - No
More Doggin’ (6). THE DOMINOES -
Have Mercy Baby (5). DAVE
BSARTHOLOMEW - My Ding-A-Ling
()

1953:
BILLY WARD & THE DOMINOES -
The Belis (5).

1954:

SHIRLEY GUNTER & THE QUEENS
~ Oop Shoop (6). THE MIDNIGHTERS
- Annie Had A Baby (5). THE
PLATTERS - Only You (5), THE
ROBBINS - Key To My Heart (6),
_E?RV!N & JOHNNY - Cherry Pie
1955:

THE JACKS - Why Don’t You Write
Me (6), ETTA JAMES & THE
PEACHES - Roll With Me Henry (6),
OTIS WILLIAMS & THE CHARMS - 1959:
Two Hearts (5). YOUNG JESSIE -

Mary Lou (6)

1956:
THE TEEN QUEENS - Eddie My Love
?n , BiLL DOGGETT - Honky Tonk

ove &6). OTIS WILLIAMS & THE
CHARMS - Ivory Tower (5). JiMMY 1L

" BEASLEY -M Hat'pu 6).
YOUNG J S&E - it?g’i:(&)smit (6). 1960:

THE IMPALAS - Sorry (4), CONWAY
TWITTY - Hey! Little Lucy (4).
FRANKIE AVALON - Why - Venus -
Bobby Sox To Stockings (7). FABIAN
}Houn? Dog Man - Turn Me Loose -
L iger - I'm A Man (7), RITCHIE
S), JESSE BELVIN - Goodmight My  (RTE (™) it o | e
WILLIE JOHN - Leave My Kitten 1965:

non-profit-making development company to provide
a subsidy for purchase of the site.”

The local association referred to was of course the
TVA, increasingly showing all the manifestations of
elitism. It appeared that even if Camden agreed to the
TVA scheme, it would once again be the decision of just
a handful; not representative of everybody’s demands.
This was a sour period.

Tolmer's News appeared again. Shoddily designed
but more approachable, less formal, than of yore. Plans
for a Tolmer’s Square club, providing bingo for the
elderly and a diScotheque for the young, long in the air,
were shelved. Yet it wasn’t all debit, the TVA were

THE RIGHTEOUS BROTHERS -
Unchained Melody (4)

pledging support tor and helping barricade 220 Camden
High Street against Mr. Levy's threatened eviction.

Sumer is
Icumen In

Within the last month, the TVA appears to have rejected
its straightening out process and is once again looking
forward. A garden has been built in Drummond Street,
next to the TVA shop, flowers have been planted and
the Association is currently making up its mind between
a children’s playground and a beauty spot for the site. It
is the only acknowledgement that greenery still exists in
this whole wasteland of corrugated iron and rundown
dwellings. E

Furthermore, they are organising a summer festival to
take place at the end of May. The usual community get-
together. Street theatre, poets, rock and roll bands, ice
cream and toffee apples, maybe even a tug of war bet-
ween the Metropolitan Police and the Kentish Town
Horrors.

Hopes are running high that Tolmer’s Square will be
liberated for the festival, but the TVA are still very cagey

‘on this subject and refuse to sanction any possible plans

for its occupation. Clearly it remains to be seen whether
or not the Association will relent to internal pressure or
finally illustrate their impotence for good. Any way, it
will be taken at this time.

And while the Association struggles to assume an
identity, oscillating between opinion like the American
public, Levy meanwhiles has turned nasty. He served an
eviction order on 220 Camden High Street, and enlisted
the help of 100 police to carry it through. Underneath
the tension, it is assumed that the people from 220 Cam-
den High might be coming to Tolmer’s Square to live.

Sumer is icumen in. | shall be festival-bound in the
grime of tiny Tolmer's come the end of the month. Trust
you'll be there too. Even while | argue with many aspects
of the TVA | wish them every luck in their proposed
aims. As the Camden Tenant so succintly put it. ‘We all

! live in Tolmer's Square.”

Carats 4:
MORE MGM SMASH HITS
3152m

Carats5:
HONKY TONK
2310294
Carats 6:
OOPSHOOP
2383251

Carats 7:
BOBBY SOX TO STOCKINGS
2315280

JOHNNY 'GUITAR' WATSON - JIMMY JONES - Handy Man (4), 1966 1968: In their original sound

Reuben (6). MARK DINNING - Teen Angel (4).  SANDY POSEY - Born A Woman (4), 1 tae Dokt 2" Ot Long sought after

1957: JOHNNY TILLOTSON —Poetry In  THE GENTRYS - Everyday | Have To AN ; rockabilly classics:

| THE ‘5' ROYALES - Think (5). JODIE Motion (4), JOHNNY FERGUSON - Cry (4), THE RIGHTEOUS 1969:

SANDS — With All My Heart (7), THE %r_ﬁeh Jones m HANK BALLARD &  BROTHERS - Soul & Inspiration (4),  BILL DEAL AND THE RHONDELS - CHARLIE FEATHERS &

CADETS - Love Bandit (6), MIDNIGHTERS - The Twist (5).  SAM THE SHAM & THE PHAROAHS ~ I've Been Hurt (4). MAC CURTIS

COLE - Snake Eyed Mama (6). 1961: - Little Red Riding Hood (4), BOBBY ' »

1958: 0 o BOBBY LEWIS - Tossin' & Turnin’ FULLER FOUR - | Fought The Law , g‘l’::;;"“l' Kings

CONWAY TWITTY - It's Only Make (3} THE CAPRIS=There'sAMoon . (7). Sleeves are fully annotated with

Believe (4), FRANKIE AVALON - De 1967: personnel, biogs., chart positions,

De Dinah (7), JESSE JAMES - Red Hot  1962: LOWELL FULSOM - Tramp (6), tos and other useful

Rockin’ Blues (Q'f LEEANDREWS &  JOHNNY CRAWFORD - Cindy SANDY POSEY — | Take It Back (4),  information. ‘

THE HEARTS ~ WML Birthday (7), CLAUDINE CLARK - JANIS IAN — Society’s Child (4), THE  Still available: Carats, Vol. 3: [polvdor|  yugm
-Fbmcuiw s(5). Party . HOMBRES - Let It (All Hang) Out (4). MGM Smash Hits 2315 136 Prsenrer v i 7i0)
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