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~he’s thie big man of ‘
Tolmers Village

JOE LEVY may have his
Euston Tower and Harry
Hyams his Centre Point,
but the Tolmers Village
Association have their
own large asset — John
Stansfield.

But unhke Centre Point,
John Stinsficld, the associa-
tion’s new chairman, doesn't
just stand there doing noth-
ing — he does plenty,

Over six feet in height
and weighing just under 20
stene, he enables the TVA
to boast the largest chair-
man of any community as-
sociation in London. In case
ﬁw haven't guessed, that's

im pictured on the right.

John has lived in Hamp-
stead Road in the heart of
the Tolmers Development
Area for over five years, and
became interested in the as-
soviation during the past
year.

.Slnce then he has thrown

Tale of a

MR AND MRS PEAKE are
enjoying their new l.’“d“
at their home in Cannan
Place, Hampstead. When you
pay thousands of pounds for
a patch of wilderness, you'va

enjoy it

“We just don't think
about the cost of it any more
= however crippling it is,
“Mrs Moelle Peake told me
— and though she was re
luctant to tell the Journal
the exact amaount they paid
she said it was way above
the £6,000 they had origin-
ally been asked for it

by Howard Hannah

his whole weight and en-
thusiasm inte it — and he's

Kot plenty both lie's a
mathematician, and ¢arns
his crust as a2 compuler pro-
grammer for Clarksons the
travel  people. At
moment he pplying
¢ to the a

sociation Al system,

can be foursd at the head-

uarters  in  Drummond
treet almost every spare
moment &f his day dmng
what he calls “rationalising™
the system.

He's also uncovering some
of the history of the locality
which reveals how Tolmers
Square got its mame. “Tol-
mers Square was bt on
property owned by the New
River Water Supply Com-
pany,” he told me, “and it

was named after the ham
let of Tolmers in Hertford-
shire which s the source of
the New Hiver."

In John Stansfield, the
TVA have a large David to
face the prope barons’
Goliath, and not Jeas
quabities s s wit, which
has been known to befuddle
a number of men of
property who are
ocvasionally to  be found
smiffing out the field there.

Witness the following ex-
change between John and a

roperty man  who was
anxtous to know the colour
of hi: lities.  Property
What are vour pali-
Stansfield, deadpan:

golden garden

When Mr and Mrs Peake
moved into their home, aine
years ago, the man who sold
it to them held on 1o the
patch of wilderness that ad-

Joined it, making some vague
reference to wanling it for
same minor purpot.

Then all of a sudden they
heard that ha had submitted
a planning application ta
Camden Council to build a
housa on it

The help of the Heath and
0ld Hampstcad Sociely was
enlisted in objdcting to this
plan and the Peakes mada
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“They're a hittle 1o the left
of Marx". Exit property
man.
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an offer to buy it But they
regarded the asking price of
£6,000 as being cxcessive.

The original plan for a
house was turned down, but

t another plan for a

unker style house was sub-
mitied,

Althouah the Peakes, with
threa children, made it quite
clear that they would like
to transform the site into a
garden, thereby saving the
over intensification of hous-
ing in that part Hamp-
stead (albeit that housing
thera is pretty well spread
ulIJI.). Camden agreed to the
plan.

But the Peakes diu'k"h‘

ewner that they were sull
prepared Lo buy with the
planming parmission which
automatically bumps the
price up. So they seiiled on
a price about half as much
again as the original asking

price.

S0 now they've gol some-
thing that would make any
sell respecting property de-
weloper tear his hair out with
frustration. Using a valuable
prime housing site with plan-
ni permistion  in  the
posher part of Hampsiead
as a mere garden for their
Idren (o enjoy musl seem
property developer a hit
like koeping coal in Lhe bath.

Bul the Prakes are going

| to makn & nla garden oul

of the wildernras — and
ey v qoing Lo ey 1y
gulden iyuare fool ol
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