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Purse holders

“IT's A BIT daft, really,
handing out council cash teo
letal groups wheo are geing

. to turn round and kick you
_in  the

teeth,” a leading
member of Camden Coun-

i cil's ruling Labour group,

said to me a few months
ago.

It was a half-jocular re-
mark from & man who be
longs to a Labour council
with a massive maicrity
committed to participation

in community and planning
matiers.

But some local groups feel
there ic a strong underlying
truth in it, which is very
disturking, and which ques-
tions the sincerity of Cam-
den Council's commitment
to participation.

Cne of these is the Tol-
mers Village Association,
which recently had their
application for cash turned

down and had to face' the.
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prospects of closing their
shop headguarters in Drum-
mond Street.

It scems they had over-
stepped the mark by aslhing
for money to employ their
own planner whe could take
a grasg raols lock at the
possibilities for the deveiop-
ment area.

HNick Wates, the retiring
coordinator for the TVA,
told me last week: “We were
prepared for the grants sub-
.cemmittee to turn down the
gnioney for the planner, bul
. what happened was that
¢ -taey turned down the whole
i thing, saying that they
i; didn’t have enough informa-
" tion, and the commitiee
t would consider another
i~ application in September.”
| The TVA then invited
;| members eof the grants sub-

committee to come and see

them for themsalves, which
‘four of them did — two
!_1 Tories and two Labour

'members. The Tories made
. favourable noises, but the
. Labour members wer2a a
:little more difficult.®

. Then the chairman of the
\§grants committee, Counciilor
1 John Carrier, came down,

‘and caused a little concern
. among TYA members, who
\ asked for his guidance ia
. framing an interim applica-
tion which Carrier could
approve under “chairman’s
action.”

He said that he couldn’t
guide them. “He is in a
position to hand out the
. money and decide on it, yet
. he apparently wen't tell us
* the best way of getting it,”
¢ Nick Wates told me.

I So an association which
. represents the interesis of
i_one of the main run-down
{ areas of the borouzh had no
:’money to carry on its im-

¥

rtant community work.
he only prospect of getting

* money was to guess without

. guidance what sort of a
claim would be amenable to
Councillor Carrier and his

: committee.

-~ When | spoke to Coun-
-¢illor Carrier he told me
that he agreed he was re-
luctant to hand out council .
cash to groups which bit the
hand that fed them. “It's a

. very paternalistic system,
which is a bit of an anc-

[ -maly,” he admitted.

Tight-fisted?

“But I'm not happy about
council monay going to
groups who are anti-council,
anti-bureaucracy, anti-town
hali, and whe then become
bureaucratic, more town hail
than the town hall, and
tyrants in their own area.”

“I':a not happy about i,
because it is counier-pro-
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ductive and deesn’t help

] anybody.”

Unfortunately, the tight-
fisted image the committes
give to some of the groups
whe want money is con-
struad by those groups as
2 council attempt to inhikit
them from ever 3pposing
the cocuncil, which it is
symetimes in the inlerests
af the community to do.

it may bLe a2 reaction w
this that some groups thea
go out of their way (o
oppese the council just to
show that they are not geoing
to be bullied.

Counciller Carrie® made it
clear that he was i1 no way
“prejudiced” against the
Tolmers Group, and that ke
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knew much of the work they
did was very valuable.

In fact, on the day | spoke
to him he was due ta receive
an interim ciaim from the
TVA to tide them over untl
September, and uncer chair-
man’s action it was lLikely
that they would get some
money, anyway.

The attitude of the mem.
ber | quoted at the start
was to some extent echss=d
by Counciller Carrier, anc it
is causing grave conierm
among groups. As one Sroup
leader said: “They hoid the
purse strings. and it is they
who would judge what is
‘counter - productive’ if it
comes to us seriously oppos-
ing them, as we well might
have to ai some time.”
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