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By wiLas kaY | INEW pians proposed for 8 acre

THE giant Stock Conver-
sion property group today
revealed new plans which
.could save the controver-
. slal Telmers Square area

o~ Euston Road .
1 it appenrs 0 be a major
yictory for she couservatbionists
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Siock Conversion is the coum-!

E:.nn}- which developed the Eus-

_ years the company has oesn

ohting a ruaning botile with

Camden Council over the future
“of the nearby Teolmers Sauare.
‘Camden has already

existing buildings and replues
them with up to 250.000 &a. It
of ofTices.

But in response to a barraza
of quesitions from the Tolmers
Village Association at Stock Cone
version’s yearly mesting in Lon-
don today, chairmian Mr Robert
Clark said :

“Now we have been walling
long enough, we have put our
architects in to examine a plan
which could we!l result in what
you are saving cominz Ly pass”

Mr Clark later explained : ~1II
the architects declure the build-
ings in Tolmers Square to ba

modernise them, restoring the
square to what it was when 1b
g/"‘“m’ll in the early 19th cen-

«at is 2 fob of which we will
pe proud. Our hope is that it
will be a very beautiful square,
with a fair amount of green and
pleasant land.” .
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Mr Clark could not sav how
many houses there  would
eventually be, but he added tha!
there would .be accommodation
for people from all sections of
the community.

The front part of
overlooking Euston

safe, we hope to refurbish and j

thrown A
ot three plans to demoiish the -
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the site, .
Road, will |

still be demolished to make way -

for a mixed development of

offices. warehonses and homes

Mr Clark said that chere would ,

be less office space than was
originally envisaged.

Asked why the company had
decided on this malor policy

| ehanze, he replied: “ The London -

Borouch of Camden has agreed

to each of our provious plans, an

then chanred thewr minds for
purely politicad reasons.”

David Wileox writes Comdaen

withdrew from a deal with Stock

. Conversion foilowinz «u c¢ame-

paizn by journalists Chyistopher -

Bocker and Bennie Grayv, who
muintammed the council
gaia miore benefits under a
“ pon-profit " development. But,
o pew  scheme  was

ng.

hile the new Stock Conver-
sion move may weil be welcomed
iry critics of the onginal scheme,

1L e

could '

hethier 1t pro- -

!
3 .o

e

fortii- -

v
Centre, and for the pasit {ew _"

Tolmer’s Square site in L

By Michael Baily ¢

One of London’s most controver-
sial redevelopment schemes, on
*he 8i-acre Tolmer’s Square site
n?ar Edston Station, looks like

falling through after prolonged
srotast by local residents and
delay by Camden council.

This is identical with the

| scheme which two journalists, Mr
Christopher Booker and Mr Benny
Gray, offered to carry out last
ear instead of the actual deve-
oper, Mr Joe Levy’s Stock Con-
version group. They proposed to
hand the prospective £20m profits
+ nyer to Camden council.
At the annual meeting of Stock
Jonversion vyesterday Mr Robert
Jlark, the chairman, criticized the
zouncil, rejected accusations that
he company was persecuting
enants, and disclosed new pro-
sosals for the area with a much
smaller office content and preser-
vation of much of the existing
housing on the site.
From his remarks aftgrwards it
appears that the tenants may be
i,unable to stay anyway, because
what is apparently in mind is a
process of ** gentrification ™’ of the
Jdecaving Victorian villas that make
up much of the area.
“ We hope Tolmer’s will become
a very beautiful square, much as
it was originally "', Mr Clark said.
A*¢ But we must remember thar it
was not always what is now known
as working-class. The rents
charged if this scheme material-
izes will depend on the cost of
rehabilitation and conversion.”
Earlier Mr Clark, replying to
questions from the residents’
association, accused the council
of three times ‘' reneging for
purely political reasons’ nn
schemes for development of the
site with 230,000 sq- ft of office
space plus housing, and thus pre-
vendng Stock Conversion ** acting
in the interests of the people of
amden ™.
He denied that Stock Conversion,
which owns about half the total
site had damaged properties or
'allowed them to fall into decav
in order to drive out low-cost
tenants. |If anv of the houses had
got into a dangerous state it was

s,qywmn_bs%__ar_ewd :
fiormal maintenance being carried

out, 2nd because Camden council ®
had failed to protect ratepayers |
by preyentinz sguatters orcupvine |
houses. ) {Those statements were ;
| denmied 4t the meeting by residents
‘who allezed that the decav dated |
from berfore the squatters.) \

Mr Lewv was reelected to the
board at the meeting. He declined
afterwards to comment on the |
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Tolmer's Sguare, for which new plans have been proposed.
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residents’ accusations. declaring \ permit. That was something the

at the company’s first duty was
tovards its small shareholders.
‘Srack-Conversion. which recentlv |
completed the Euston
development farther along Euston
road, started Guying land in the
Tolmer's Square area in the eariy
1960s, at about £30,000 an acre. It
is now worth £300,008 to £im an
acre, provided the Government
gives can office  development,
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| reduce .
\industrial, and warehouse accon:-
‘modation to about 80,000 sg ft
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company would have to wait for,
Mr Clark said vesterday.
The revised scheme being worked
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on by the company’s architects will
thce, !

the amount of

\Mr Clark said.

More than 8.000 people signed |
‘a ** Stop the Levy Deal " pettiop |

1

ast year.
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