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Slon
nvealed nels p lans wh tch

.could save the co n t fover
. slal Tolniers Square area

41~ Euston Roa,d.

tor v foi' th t . conscrvationcst
Siocl Con ovci'sion 18 I he cot i l 

.

any which dcve!opcd the Eus- lvl

years the eontpany has occn .I
f i<lt ing a r u n n ing ot>tt!e wtah
Ciunden Counoil o'er the future

'of the nearby Tolmcrs Squa.rc.
>Csmden has a! ro ady t i l ro;vn

ent threc plans to dcmo!Ish the
extstiug b i l i ld ings and rephtcc
them with up t o 200.000 sq. It.
of officcs.

Sut In responsc to a barrage
of qucsiions from the Tolmer:
Village Associstton at. Stock Con
'version's yearly niecting in Lon.
Bon todsy, ch.lirnian 2Js Robert.
Ciark said:

"Now we have been waiting
long enough, we have pui our
srchiteeta in to cxam!ne a plan
which could we!1 rcsu!I m what
you are saying coinme ta paos"

b lr Clark later expblined: " I f
the srehhects decl;lre the build
ings in Tohncrs Square to bc
safe. we hopc to refurbish and
modeniiw .them, restoring the
s qilatc to w i l ' l t i t w a s v : l lcn l t
wr ~udt in the car4r 19tn cen. I

• ~}, is s job of whieh wc vcill f
be proud. Our hope is that i t )

with s fairamount of green and
plessani land."

EIr Clark could not say how <
msnv h o uses t bere wo u l d t
eventua9y be, but he sdded tlla< I
there wottld .bc accommodation .,
tor people from alt section.s or ,

T he f r ot lt pa,rt o f t h e s i t e , ':

oyerlooking Euston Boad, wiil '

for s - mixed develonmcnt of '
offtees. varel t o»scs and iiomes

Mr Clark said t?iat zhere wouid .
be less oifiec space than was .
originally cnvisagcd,

A sked why t i lc ~ pan ; h a d •
d ecided on t h i s nla! or policy '
ehan- c, he repiicd: "The London -'
Borough of Cantden has amccd c
to cach oc. Our prcc ious p!a n~, and
t hctl changcd t h c i l ill! ilds f o r
pt tt'cly f>G!}tica! }ca=at}s."

I lavid N *ilvox wr! tes Can tden
withdrew Irocn a dcal with Stock .
Conversion f o qotvint a cam
pai n by journahsts Chr:stopher
B(K7kcr ttnd 8 il : l i c C ortly, wllo .
maintamcd th c c o unci l c ould -'
g:ti;c mo :e bc n c f iits u r dc r a ,
"I <cn-!}rctfit" de velopment,. But, 

Itcow s clictnc wt t s fot ' i i l

'*:!}ile the nc;v Stock Conver- .
sion movc ii iay tvcitc be weicoincti
c,'-I critics of tctic Ga"-'iflal sci}ctrtc,
'1!iC tt aat 'Will be Vc'tletiter it p r o
v'dcas a o u t oottt< c itcM >itulibci c a l

!

c 'clnclulg,
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the community.

aull be dcnlolished to make wav

n Ccitt<c, snd for the past few

will be s verv beautiful square. ';

be s tntt jor

.i
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(Ivendng Stock Conversion " a"ting

One of London's most controver g".:.,}I.:
sial redevelopment schemes, on
1'e 8$-acrc Tolmcr's Square site
n ar E<iston Station, l ooks l i ke
fa.'}ing through af ter p r o longed
prot csst by l o ca l r e s idents and
delay by Camden council.

This i s iden t ical w ith the
scheme which two journalists, Mr
Christopher Booker and Mr Benny
Gray, offered to c a rry ou t l a s t

ear instead of tbe actual deve
oper, Mr Joe Levy's Stock Con

version group. They proposed to
hand the prospective K20m profits
c>ver to Camden council.

At the annual meeting of Stock
:onversion yesterday Mr R obert
'lark, the chairman, criticized the
=ouncil, rejected accusations that
:he co m pany, was pe r secvting
.enants, and disclosed new pro
aosals for the area with a much
imaller office content and preser
vation of m uch o f t h e e x isting
housing on the s i te.
From bis r emarks af tprwards i t
appears that the tenants may be
unable to s tay anyway, because
what is apparently in rn ind is a
process of " gentrification " of the
decaying Victorian villas that make
up Inuch of the area.

" XVC hope Tolmer's will become
a very beautiful square, much as

• it was originally ", Mr Clark said.
s" But we must remember that i t
was not always what is now known
a s w o r k ing-class. T h e r en t s
charged i f t l us scheme material
izes wil l depend on the cost o f
rehabilitation and conversion."

Earlier Mr C l ark . r eplying t n
quesnons f r om the r esidents'
association, accused the council
o f t h ree t i m es " reneging fo r
purely p o l i t ical . easoils " ~n
: schemes for d velopment of the
lsite with 250,000 sq ft o f o f f i ce
[tspace plus housing, and thus prc

cfin the in tercsts of the people of

j
,Camden ".

He denied that Stock Conversion,
which owns about half the total

} site had damaged properties or
-'allowed them to fal l into decay
i n order t o d r i ve ou t l o w-cost T o l

;tenants.,'If any of the houses had
got into a dangerous state it was,~

• c • . had rev e r tcd; resi
uormal maintcnancc bcing cat cricdc„ tha
out„and bec-usc Camde}l counc! ' tov'
had fa i led t o p r o tect ra t p aycrs t 'S
by preleni iaz squatters ctr.up' i~a:, co
houses. 1 c'Thosc stateincnts were,' dev

". denied 3t the meetircg by residents f roa
who alle cd that the dccav datcdt To l
f rom bc fnre the squatters.1 ! 196

M Le t v w a s r eelected to t h e '> is
board ai the meeting. He decfincd ( acr

I..
afterwa~ds to co mment on t h e ; g iv
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mer's Souare, for which new plans have been proposed.

dents' accusations. d eclaring ', permit. That v :as something the '
t the company's. first duty was t company would have to wait fo r ,
ards its small shareholders. . <itclr Clark said yesterday.
t ock Ccnversion; vvbicb 'zecentlv!t The r etdscd scheme being workcd

mpletcd t h e Kus to n Ce n t rc • o<} by the company's architectst '!I
ciopa>ent farther a>ong Eust;m i red cace the am o un t o f c> cficc, .
d , started buying Iand i n t h e cindustrial, and warehouse acco;,.
mer's Square area in the eariy ' .niodation to a bout 80,000 sq f t .
Ds, at about K50,000 au acre. It :Mr C!ar! said.
now worth 5500,000 to flm an t M're than 8,000 peopl. signcd ;
e, provided th e G o vernment .'a " Stop the Levy Deal " petidon,
es a n ofh c e dev elopmeu~< j last year.
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