S50  |[VUpvomber /5
S.DUDpI{E/ : DBSEKUE"'{J

THE OBSERVpy

- Sl - At Ty _.., A Y
——— ]
2 l
PIE S
.. £
- by CHRISTOPHER SO0QKER ;
CATIDEN'S ANNUAL and BENNIE GRAY 3
gk U THIS YEAR, spending by Britain's local autheri- E -
ties will rise by 51 per cent—1to something like one b
pound in six of pur national income. Two i
questions demand an answer : What constraints ¢
are thera, jf any, to ensure that town hal Spending e
does not simpiy co through tha roof 2 Are the & 3
L town hzlis spending our money effectively and * ;
(Y wisely ? Perhaps tha only praciical way to begin | :
i0 answer these Guestions is to examine in detail ¢ i
y just one area of spending by one Jocal authority. *
f We have chosen the housing policy of the London ¢ A
7 n|§;ﬂf{r*ﬁ?m=;s borougiy of Cgmrjen-—lhe fasiasi-spending hious- 1 o
; ing authority in Britain. ¥
4 — i
= The escalating costs of Camden's housing programme o
1 (left), and an example of the type of housing they  a.
% TSR are providing (right), the Alexandra Road fiats, lf ks
SRR NN mf‘;"’-m;* ’.’.*Lm‘i':';:-:ﬁ:t:mgﬁfxm i‘_w‘u e Y i
Nodave a0q major it may involve the council in  phe nearly 24 times as 1. go—a highestin-tie COUTEY - eptvaL.-
row , brok in the OSSEs running into 111ons of staggering £23.9 million __.‘_;/ lent 16, nearly g/third of this
' Chamber” of  the London Tounds. 3] _ hgufe which eaves the resy'of year’s amticipdred rent roll.
Borouglt of Camden over g N Tl}ese: examples are h erely e cuuniry standing, Nearly 10,000 of the 26,000.c¢d
attempr by the counci}”1a 4 indicatisfi of (he ost How docs ond. localAuthor- tenants re in “serious
suppress a ighly emberrass. extraordipdry recard of how? 3 % :

1ty Justify spendig such a arrears.’ "rivately councillors
\ disproportionare nd rapidly admir that :hey"-.\have no
ising share offhe 1otal sum  answér,

_ , ok maoney ailable for the

£218 for Counden wifl “spend nation’s Belsing subsidicys NICIPALISATION -
£218 fu_r EVRIY pan, woman Cakig 0's auswer is that } In the past t!!rce edys
X and child in" borough has pffe '0"‘t!:I::.“'ursr.lmu‘:;' AN Camden has raken mtg-publi
- - s x 1 : Ui / \ a2 * i i e a
Even by Camden’s. mm:e than ¥e: times tite proBlemy in the country WIIEr'.'J_llp r‘IJIIC in 1 fall the

fidards, the Great ‘mond  National avefagel Qp revenie SR ey S es m the borough—ar a
E 'h i aw  fecount Lamden ‘will spend g :;llt- j*‘j‘i_“““f to Shy 10 ot cost of ;1 ore than £30

treet scheme S?.V d na\\\m £158s ore than fo r time ondon along there afe many
e

: . Z Sty £ million. Las vear Camden
record for high sp nding,. b_\\\ the pdtional average YandAf Dboroughs aha d of Camden accounted

the tithe the sefieme is com- “th 5 93 per cent will he $aid  °n all the accepydd indicators, cent of

ing’ fact—thay the ouncil is jng
PTOPOSIng to spepd nearly £2 .
p*ion on copvdrting a ter.
) of nineGeorgian houses
im~Bloomsbury into council
ans.

nding by any latal.
IV in Brirain,
wear, on Caapiial

A AT T < e 4

or nearly 10 per

: Re entire  natienal
pleted, ‘each” two-bedroomed Y. taxpavers  outsig he :’rf h;’.“;‘l’c”ii. > S't "cr““;‘.'i":'fj' municiplisation progratime.
flat is likels 1o cost £73,000— “boreugh ). _ ingiJeJdL |::1 *I‘:F‘;;L; 4 ‘:!”‘-’ '[:15 As” 2 result “of actusations
which w ean a subsidy On both counts; Camdep e - ask accom- that Camden v aying too
each ¢duncil\ienant of mére will besspending“much moye “Wodatigy wuch for pp es (e,
than €150 & wenk, than any\gthepTocal authority . \Moy€over, Camden’s hous.

_AButthe Bloomshury€xtrava. in the couy y. M8 Rressures must have bowd R ——"
Eanza is mercly the latest oof Camde siretches  from, rcﬁc\--i_ considerably  gifjco PAMOEN LEans \\
3 long line of taivs ‘Which iy Covent ardeén in the heart /961 b.\'h ; ot Popu- Ny CAMDEN ey
recent months” have “wocked of Lo don, some five miles I].um_q ::lr_.. allen [J‘_.) Ore thau gx in rent ¢
¢ highest#hending ho sing  northwards throdgh the Vi }1 7:‘!” == 46.000 10 dwelling
authority An Britain, 10 an lel‘l"ﬂCPS of Cymden ‘Iall 92,000. | : avrerage £6,
Ch den is heading fox. xentish Town, to e caly Clt_'ar!_\'.m I n_f relative \
ano ek _fiasco involyine £7.5° he:‘ghrs of Hampsteagh housing neet, it i beuly o
miflion b¢ [‘w_hlic Money onthe . Camden has been pendgvned Justity the sheer vo of

tor its crusadine . titude\to- Camd S spending. CapSe ha - - P
ic edey . & 3 A L] & St a house in Hamn.
Auge YMCA re vel et abds the provision of joh. JSBACd i terms of effective. £470,000 fora \ )
on Tottenhiam Court oad—a :

- \ : : B stead whith local estate agens
; : rent - sing ey 452 3 : S
scheme which will produce p_y\bht i R Cs. len spends ifs hous: >"\‘]1°" vas worth hali yht)
hundreds of bedsitrers to let va dimden 1? nds _IS' 301:.\1.!1;* an uying t0o many zdfe v
at an astronomic £25 a week. CAMDEN LEADS honey in tlmv? prain ap eas :— we 1_~0ccupic'd._ the” Govern.

% - ras Ny el Ol‘l,m.m.!;:r'g.mammmm: ment twice this yégy brought

In the summer it wias in“subsities 1o Bach .4 repair the: exisving dristic curbe” ah

r?ve?]]'?}{flz/{i:l;:ickcdfln?diet?gt\?ﬂ: Cw Councii tenant < nay. Stock of coyhyil dwellings, mCafl‘::ht;: \1"I~; .:-Im palain. o0
planm d “ Of £ I i = - "‘i‘,- = . S S -2 Wik Jdlsg 1o an
Fitziotins Avenue,  Hamy. onal a\reragjg £237, . = On bufing up and improy

i 40
stead, al L cost of £70.009 —Samden. o230




