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squalid conditions in
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den Council.
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Eight months pregnant Raiguim Choudhury with. her 14
montb old son Shatl, who face erriction.

o,

of repairs.'

The families, whioh include
two pregnant wives, have no
alternative ac c onunodation
and fear they will be thrown
on the streets next week.

They Oooupy 59 a n d 61
Coburg Street„Euston, which
are to b e r e habil i tated by
t he counci l t o gether w i t h
houses in t h e s u r rounding
1'oads.

The 1'amilies claim they.are
existing i n e x t i 'emely over
c rowded conditions wi t i i one
f amily i , o a r oo m . Three
families have to share a base
ment k i tchen. the on ly .s ink
— and an outside toilet.

'Damp and in need

Further, they say that t l i e
houses are damp and in need
o f urgent r epaus t o make
them l i veable. Th e f a m i l ies
do not even have the basic
facilities lei. alone - luxuries"
like hot water.

The husband<s and o lder
sons are e mp loyed i n the
catering indust.y where they
work very long hours for low

For maiiy y ears th e h i t s
b ands l ived i n "men only"
hostels in Camden but, -when

Somor Ali came to Br i tain
over 20 years ago when the
British Co v ernment. w ere
actively encouraging i m mi 
gration. be cause of .the
labour shortage.
'Dad sleeps on.a mattress'
Two years a< o his wife and

three sons were a l lo wed to
join him. For a few months
they stayed with f r iends but
had to move out because the
landlord said the house was
overcrowded. For the last 18
months the family have been
squatting in Coburg Street.
' Eldest son, Abdul 'Bashir,
told the Chronicle: "We have
one room and a k i tchen and
i t i e ve r y cr a m ped. M y
mother a n d the chil d r en
sleep t o gether iy h i l e m y
t'ather sleeps on a mat treas
o n th e k i t c hen f l oor . M y
father works very hard but

money — if we are evicted I Addu l K a r lm and his pregnant wife, Supfuia.
does'n't e arn v e r y muc h j

wages.
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Abdul Bashir

their f a m i l ies were allowed
to',ioin them in B r i tain they

. had to move out . W i th n o 
~ where else to go t hey were
~ foiced to squat.

Raiguim Cho u dhurv is
eight-and-a-half months preg
nant. She has been squatting
f or si x m o n t hs. S l i e sleeps
in one. room with her h u s
b and an d th re e children,
aged 12, seven and 14 months.

She said: "If th e council
throw u s ou t w e h ave no
where else to go."

d on't k no v iv h ere w e wi l l The two condemned properties where

Abdul Kar ini cannot atford
to tind anywhere else to l ive..
He supports h i s pr e gnant
wife and e lderly i a t her on
t he 832 w ages he receives
ivorking a !s a cook. They l ive
i n one r oom an d h ave t o
share the sink, 'toilet aud kit
chen with 14 ' o ther people.
The counoil has given them
one week to move out.

All the fami l ies are afraid
of being split up and put into
bed an d bre akfast hotels. . .

Their main fear is that they '
w tll ge t a c cused o f be i n 
immigrant spongers on the
1'atepaypls.

Their cases are beins i n 
v estigated b y the B en< ali
Workers rtousing Association
in East London and the Com
munity Relations Ccmmission.

• A c oun c i l spo k esman
eaid: "We have possession
orders on the two properties
and the faini l ies must be out
bv Oct.ober 4 when workmen
are due to niove in and carry
oui; rehabilitation work.

"The two houses are to be
couverted into 16 f ia ts. The
families will be treated in the
same way as all homeless.
They wil l b e a l l ocated bed
and breakfast.

crowded 'n family to a room.
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Bengali families are
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Sornol' Ail wilo sleeps on 'tile
kitchen iioor.


