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Aesop lunaeilf could Iiamdl gnw
‘improved on the classic little fable
of twentieth-century  capitalism
which has come eo be known as the
m& Tolmers Square., By a com-

on of lcmlent and cold com-
| mercial de%lgn, this 12{-acre patch

on :he edge of

the thm Road a pe
,gll'ld‘? .the great property
oom the late sixties and early
gvennes—a living illustration of
: economics of specula- -
tion, but also chosen battle-

gro of a smes of people who
were, out to stop it. -

. The history of this site explains
exuctly. how the huge office de-
 yelopment fortunes were made,
how utterly impotent the local
authorities were to control their

own urban planning, indeed. how
inexorabl ey . were forced to
become thie agents of. the very s

culators they were trying to fi
It shows precisely - the. problem
which . the Community Land Act

Was. ned to solve and imme-
duney onstrates. how it is
'?:D abie l:fe. And because it
is a a fairy story, it ends
not hap Lfv"ogvar afber but’ \-mh a

] droadf ul n:ony

‘develop

was

‘his_ account of

Tolmers Square, tatty, under-
exploited but on a
?nme commercial site, was worth a
ortnne to a developer if he could
buy cheap, demolish existing build-
ings and erect offices. To
‘however, he needed the Jocal autho-
ority to rezone the area for com-
mercial development, y
Tolmers Square was wonth a
pohmcal fortune to the local coun-
cil if they could get their hands on
it for urgently-needed housing. To
do this, however, they needed a

buy at the
high arket rice of inner city
ﬂl: vy’s Stock Conver-

md Inve&tment rust and
Labour-contmlled Camden Coun
therefore embraced each -other in
what was known as the Levy Deal.

It was only one among ‘many
struck during those years between
rs and councils, but the
Levy Deal is mteresung not only
for the planning dilemma it illus-
trates but also for the extra-
ordinary ‘explosion of public con-
troversy which eventually, killed -it.
A key figure in that controversy

ick Wates, full-time coordina-
tor of the" Tulmera Village Associa-
tion set up by some of those who
actually lived. in the area and Saw
ihe struggle going on over tha:r
eads,

The Balile jor Tolmers. Sqm is
e causes, ev ts
and consequences of ﬁlat slru

this, '

On the edge of Euston Road

Liz Forgan

With the help of a mass of elo-
%zent photographs lu: disentangles
complex vears of manoeuvring
and polinckmg with admirable
clarity but with no pretence at
objectivity, He was a partisan in
the action he chronicles and his
book is alive with the furious emo-
tion that Tolmers Square did—and
still -does—inspire in everyone in-
volved. It is a drama as well as a
documentary with a cast that in-
cludes not only the wicked uncle
and the agonized councillors but
also a pair of crusading journalists
who mnearly succeed in upsetting
the world and all its ways, and &
band of Johnny-come-lately radicals
‘who seek to storm the citadel by
‘squatting it and transforming
keep into a wholefood factory.

It is a fascinating
depressing -one, because after all
the campaigns and the speeches
the good folk of Camden lose out
in e end. Mr Levy's plan ‘was
stopped, but in the very week this
book comes out, Camden Ceuncil
has been given approval to build a
rather larger office block than
Stock  Cenversion themselyves were
asking for. Nobody wants  the
ofﬁce but the eummusw of plan-

mft ictate that they have to be
built to finance the houses and
community buildings that wou
-otherwise be too expemwe. “Mean-
while, around Tolmers . Square
ltself the buildings grow u ittle
imme dilapidated cvery day. ;
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" The é'hse of ‘Patrick Mackay

TIM CLARK and JOHN PENYCATE
In 1968 Pmrra:l. Mackay was diagnosed
ic kll v’ and comminted indefinitely’ to a,menni

1974 with a string of muggings and
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