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On the edge of Euston Road...
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The Sattle. for Tolmers Square. Sy
Nick Wates.
Routledge and Kegan Paul K2.95.
7100 8448 X.

Aesbp Ihianself could hardily have
improved on the classic little fable
of tw entieth-century c a p italism
whaioh Ihas come eo be knewn as the

.story ef Tehneirs Square. By a cont
bination of accident and cold.com
mercial design, this 12$-acre patch
ef grubby buaMings on the edge ef
the Euston Road became a perfect
' aradigm 'of the great property

oom of the late sixties and early
seventies — a hving illustration of
the dazzling economics of specula
tien, but a lso .. the chosen battle
ground of a series of yeople who
were. out to stop it.

The history of this site explains
. exactly. .how the huge office . cle
velopment fo r tunes were ma de,
how utterly i m potent th e l o cal
authorities were to control their
own, urban planning, indeed, how
inexorab)y they, were forced to
hecome tl.e agents of. the very spe
culators they were trying to f ight,
It,shows yrecisely the. problem
w bii.h . the Community Land A c t
was. designed to solve: and imme
diately. demonstrates how i t is
doomed to failure. And because it
is a fable not a fairy story, it ends
not )nppily ever after but with a
dre."*df ul. irony..

Eutt.~reneurship in S r i tain '1750.
193'1, dited by R. H. Camybelf and PRpCTbciCkS

Toltners Square, t atty, u nder
exploited but o n a pot e ntiaHy

rime commercial site, was worth a
ortune to a developer if he could

buy cheap, demolish existing build
ings and erect offices. To dn this,
hewever, he needed the locail aualho
ority to rezone the area for com
mercial development.

Telimers Squa!rie waas wentlh a
political fortune to the local coun
cil if they could get their hands on
it %sr urgently-needed housfng'. To
de «his, hewever, they needed a
dieveiieyer since ithe Government
wioaald not aIiew them aio buy at the
high . market yrice of i nner . city
land. Mr Joe Levy's Stock Conyer
'sien and Investmenit Trust and, t'he
Labour-'controlled Cainden Council
therefore embraced -each other in
.what was.known as the Levy Deal.

It was only one among many
struck during those years between
developers and counoils, but the
Levy Deal is interestirig not only
for the planning dilemma it' illus
trates but a i so f o r . t h e e x t ra
ordinary explosion of pub'lic:con
tnoversy asqucb eventu'ally,. k!Iilled it.
A. key figure in that contloversy
wa's Nick Wate's, full-time coordiria
tor bf'the'Tolmers Village Assocfa
tion set up %y some of those who
actually lived. in the area and saw
the . sfruggle going on over their
heads.

The Battle jor Tolmers Square ais
his abcount of t he c auses, events
and consequences. of that struggle.

With the help of a mass of elo
quent photographs he disentangles
20 complex years of manoeuvring
and ' politicking w i t h ad m irable
clarity but w i th n o p r e tence at
objectivity. He was a p a r t isain in
the action he chronicles and his
book is alive with the furious emo
tion that Tolmers Square chid — and
still does — inspire in everyone iaa
volved. It is a drama as well as a
documentary, with a cast that in
cludes not only the avicked uncle
and the agonized councillors but
also a pair of crusading journalists
who nearly succeed in upsetting
the world aml all its ways, and a
band of Johnny-come-lately radicals
who seek to stnrnt the citadel by
squatting it and t ransforming the
keep into a wholefood factory.

It i s a fascinating tale, i f a
depressing .one, because after "all
the campaigns and the speeches
the good folk of Camden lose out
in the end. M r L e i~ 's p lan . was
stopped, but in tbe vory week this
book comes out, Camc1en Ceuncil
has beeri given'approval to build a
rather larger otfice block than
Stock Canversion themselves w'ere
askinig for . Nob edy . wiaaita t he
offices, but the economics of plan
ning dictate cbat tbey i<ave to be
built to f i nanre tb e l i ouses arid
community b idMingv that w o uld
otherwise be too expen~ive. Mean
while, around Tolmers . c Sqbare
i tself, the buildings grow a l i t t le
more dilapidated every day.
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R. ci. Wilson (Adhm and Charles
B!1aick r'.4.00.':7136 1524: 9) is -ozx a

PSYCHOPATH
The Case of:Patrfck Mackay

TIM CLARK and JOHN PENYCATS
In 1968 Patr'ick Mackay vcas diagniosed 'a coiid psycho
paithic killer ' and oemmiitted ' iinide!Siniilteily' ito a anental
ihospazat; m 1974 viit!b a string ef anu~~'ngs anid kiillangs
behfnd Ibian he was cn triaI for imurder. Anthony S!torir
writing'in the Sundup Times descrabes thii s aiccount ot
Mackiay's life and crames iby the BBC P ianociama Teaan
wlhio investigated ithe case ias ' aober, unisensaa!Ional, oibjec
tave. . . a caises amportacrt.problems to whadb, as yet,,;a
society ihas ino solnt.'-oafs.' iLudovic' Kenneidy calls it ' A : .
tragic and pitifnl stor .. ofc how we fail to deal with ntisfias,.
in ouir society '. Iilustrated f3.95

—::- The IIl;:itle for
'-, To'::~~eI.s Square

NICK WATES
Foa' seventc+6 ~e~ „ T Dlmsrs Square in Norlth London
bas ibeen ehe @f.,q scrugigile ainvolving itenianits groups,,

. Caarcanuni'ty iaa@ ' ' ' <i~, CatudenitS, aqu ialllteaa, an!teIHeCtualS,'
politicail parlrizaa' both na!tionial and Iecail leveil, and
pr ioperty dev ' rs.' Tihe idinamaitic atoay of itba't sltruggle
iis teld iby Nack Wiates, viho deacini'bes ihow Toilmers Sqiuare
Pecame a natioineli syinbol of it'he fighit aagainist p!r!operty

culataen. Illustrated f2 .95


