by MARTYN HALLE
THERE WERE more than
a few tears watering the
beer ofi Sunday evening as

another nail was hammered .

into the goffin of the tra-
ditional English pub.

Last orders were called
for the last time at the
Lord Palmerston, Euston.
On Wednesday the council
tr~~aver. And next summer
it 5 come down as part
of the Tolmers Square de-
velopment.

Standing on, the corner of
Drummond Street, it hasn't
changed much when it was
built 117 years ago.

it's one of those estab-
lishments you ' either love
have Migh coltn e i s

ve ngs
iron columns holding them
up. They are mmugnd in
heavy wood panelling with

cetling on slender tubes, the

furnishing is sparse, in the

main hard chairs, with the
occasional bit of upholstery.

Despite the forbidding’ in-
terior, the atmosphere is
very warm. It's the old style
ch7*~»ub, no music in here,

above the entrance to the
men’s toilet stands idly, as
an indication to their
failure,

The only distragtion to
drlnkingdand chatting are
cards and dominoes, er-
- ally played on S_undayﬁguh-

The pub’s closure has
come as a rea! blow to the
regulars. There just isn’t
another pub like it in the
area,

“Many of theny come in.

here for their plat, a chat
and a bit of a SONg.
None of the other 1 in

- the district will cater for
- them: They're all full of

loud juke-box music, which
people-in here won't like,”
said <he manager John
Towel!

One®pf the regulars, Joe
McCreery, or Silverdale,
Hampstead Road, has been
intg the pub “seven days a
week for the last 45 years”.

He said: “To me it’s an
ancient pub. Governors come

“After today I shall prob-
ably go intp the pub across
the road — but it's not got
the same atmosphere.

“You've got a realiy cos-

.mopontan atmosphere in

here. We get all sorts of
nationalities, people . from
Thames TV, students, squat-
ters and political groups.

“A lot of people are
going to be very sorry to
leave here.”

Another regular said; “We
don't have the fashionable
upholstered, carpeted bars
and false atmosphere of the
modern pub. This place has
got a heart.”

Said Mick Wates, former
commuhity worker for Tol-
mers Square, which the pub

. covers, and author of a re-
‘cent book on the fight for

Tolmers Square: “We al-
ways argued that they could
keep this pub in their plan

for the area, and build -

round it. Instead, they are
going to knock this pub
down and build a new one
on the same site. Qbviously
the new pub won't suit the
needs of the le who
use this place, It's just an-
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The imposing edifice of the doomed Lord Palmerston
b on the corner of Drummond Street and Hampstead
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