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,f People versus
profit merchants
The Saltlr tor Tiilmrrs Squsra,
by feeh Watm ibeuusdge and
hegsa Iaut hkagi.
TOLEESS 'SECABE, wtueb Ses
in the shadow of the gianl
modern tower ' of L ondoe'8
Euston Cenire, bes been tha
foous for tr years of anstianaCy
pubgeisml baltle between Csm­
den, the lacsl.Rutharioy, properiy
specnlators, and the poor and
iiicrcRelicgly dlsllsRrteacd 'peoiile
wha Uve there.

Opinions diSsr an wheUler It
Is worth tbe dghl. I t was built
in the 10th anil 10th cemuries
by ium. tlmsy spee bugders this
liook so reundly cendenmu For
tlie Evehing Stsndard, it ls "the
fagwnd of the lsat mntlwy .
s siwdid 1uulhie of t8rrace
heilses Rild liidustryy prlvats
Eye. heweuer, eaUs il "a cbmm.
ing litse enclave of porheo«d
erescents. . . V ictorian pubs,
smsU workchops and fndian
rwnamants."

Fepcnd cr enela e af charm,
these 10 seres sre alm a prime
centra'1 Landon site. The Battle
fo Tolmers Square is tue blmv.
ly.blow aeceunt of the aliuosl
successful bid by'a multlfacated
ProPetty comPany, Steck Con­
vemiau A lnvastment Trilal, tii
develop the site for' whai cnuld
have beea a ggom progt oo ii
relatlvely uuoute eutlsy. T lm
book Itself Is something of
iuulhle, wlth Uiii fitcts almosl
obscured by a forest of doeumen.
laUun,

The story Is familmri a pro.
paro csmpany starts buylng
Roums and lets them deeay,
dmiotasslng the inhabuaiits so
thst lhay I ce heiltt sad tb8 arm
hecomes a half-desarted symbol
vl' greed aad planning bhght.

'I'en years ai'ter tbe grst houses
are mmuUI acquired at knock.
dnwe prices, so much of the site
has been «ecumumted by the
eeniysny, eod land prices have
risen so last, tbal the lseal
ilii'therity i s v i ruieUy forccd
either to redemlop m partner.
shlp ivith the coinpiiiiy — to lm
great proat — or leave what is
now R slum to deterlarate still
furlher.

What happens when counmla
are po~ risss to do anylhing
except atep developmeatt The
booL. Wrltten by a s tudent.
t iiivlcd ' pouucst sqeRltar w ho
orgsaised ee resisents' ulumme
pnueol, lh!scrlbes thle vlridly.
One smnpis: An smptv shop
... was nieknaumd 'the pet
shop' beeause people couhl
wateh rats playmg behhtd the
glass. Eventtwlly the Counwl
came around and whitawaehed
the wlndowsy

0 • I

tioaauy, wates dgescrlbes st grsl­

and aey progts on Ihe rest of the
devetsgmsat-oxpsomd tn he
fgm — would be transferred to
tlie couneiL

Camdea ilid not aeeeyt. As
ene couamgor put It, thoy wsre
fust not used to believmg in
Fsther chnsunas. B ut Stock
Conversio was turned down, the
proposal excited national puhli­
citY aud thc Uds — parity Imcaece
of pubhc eoilcetn. paltiy becauss
the property mmket had anywm
passed its pesk — hwned,agsinal
the k'uld Iif iipecoiadoa of wlilch
gtoelt Conversion wes merely a
dsggedly persisteat erumpte. In
1070, Caindeli Sualty 'iimllgit il
nut at nsl mucb more than yur­
these prim ylus costs.

But We priri to me tata ls
that when Csmdan gnaSy moved
to develaping the area itses. It
propossd svan mare oace spaee,
and even less housing, than Stork
Conversion'a oifer. Tbe area re.
iuslm a dcsert wlth eii ilac8rtalii
fiililrc.
Althmsh the bank bas a

markml pbstieal bias, it malies a
sttoug cRsc Sit pepslar pcrUclpo
tion ia plsnoisg. Idore mmsp.

hand wlw Sus so efen faBC to
aehlsve much in the long tstm.
Ee argues Paqaioaateiy for the
role of postbsUT concerned
squatterl, bat edmits the artiS.
cistity of their inteivention oa
behalf of lifelong residents. Con.
sarvatioa means lesa to people
ivho have never had an umide
lavatory.

The deal whioh Camden almost
agreed oviit cbe numbarrri o f
public spendbe limlts would
have given steak Coaversiea
000,000 square fest oi oaces. in
eurimngs for aBowiwg Camdan
la acquira-for ft:hu-cuotmb
lend to pat uy 000 housing uniiu
TlieoriitkuBv, it wiu a Dmgt.
sharing exerriae. What hlUad
Ute dwrl was a pteoe af insptred
jaoraalism.

Christopher Baoker aml Eenots
Gray, Uum cartytng out tbeir
iavastigalions of the inad, pro.
pete'scene of the esrly Sevea­
ties for The Suaday Tiwleb teeir
Ihe view that "if you are geinR
ta be rspad, you mlgki as wetl
be pstd I'or it." They put in a
riral bidi osce syaee «'ould be
lbe same, but Camdh'n woulg get
the housing Lvnd for gi aa aere;

Rosemary Righter


