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Since 19$9 a battle hss been going en over
Ihe comparatively smag, but highly profit.
able area at the top of London'I Tottenharo
Court Read knosm as Tolmers Village.
The aady Victorian Tolmem Square has
beea constantly in the thlck of this battle.
Tbe forces involved are ali too famiTI«r in
our big cities h receat times: private pro­
pedy specuiators versus community pms.
sure groups, witb local councgs helplessly
and often hopelessly emneshed, Imable to
reconcge lhe gnanciai pressmes behind ura.
development" witb Um wishes af locsl ia­
habitants. Tolmms Squarc and the twelve
acte sile sround it hss beeome a symbol of
the ills of many of Britaia's inner city aress.
Nlck Wauo has written sn igustrated lth.
tory of Tohners Vigage wilh the inside
kaowledge of a msideat aad the qualilica­
tiou of a degree in amhitecture. Planning,
bugding and envlreamenbd studim.
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mn compenrated fur ag his tntublcs iv rb

nl ta involve itself ia the fate of I 'vlntcm
iUage toa N v t surprm'bgly I t f «iled tv
take much headway, for reasons ndernic

a the markci forccs deploi d a gainst i t :
land prioes in potenriul dcvelvpntent sress
had roeketrd andohcc rems and r te. pm­
ide the quickesi rcturn on mpital bvrrvacd

from central govcmmem or p i cte murcev,
psigcularly wben inicresi ratcs «r» rising
ag the time. Consequentll, Camden's vwn
solution I v l he derclapnt«nt o f T olmers
Yigege would irwolvc a housiag lvss fur
the area Once more th ' l om l residents

I weuld be the lmnra

Ked community wa t o Kghl hw:k through
i ts tenants assomatian, IK« in the earl d ai s
by tbe indomitable Rqsr Gavin. Uul in­
ev)tsbly Tolmers Vigsge beucn t v sulf«r
fnrm neglect snd blight, atmetimes uninten­
uvnal, bat morc often ddrber«tell mtgin­
eered by Slack Convemion and Intestment
Trusa

This process i s d r«msuc lb» t gust A­
led here by i tumeroui phntrhrapla and a
wealth of inlervieu mat«nsl. L'v ntuagy the
Tulmers Vigsge Association grew out of the
nvw depleted tenants associstivn end, hclped

' by support in the lovwl Labour Party snd
a aeg orgsiased sqa«ncr-*tudent cont­
munity i n T o lmert Square i tscif, stood
lirmly against bvth Levy and Camden Coun­
dl, A media campaign»us stsrrwl with tbc
suppoa of s couple of cnterprarng jeunml­
isls and finally Le y i t hdrew, «hhougb I

tune of somc (ZO migioa-o ut of p ubtt •
fands. Meaawhile, Tolmers Squure sug
figltls an agaiusl a Camdea rcdcvelvpr»ent
p roposal which insists on putting oui . ­
before people. It is a m al l footlmld in Ia
ctvadmdy Ihreatened Ierritory.

Nick Wates has dens a good job
cbmnicling tbe Tolraers struggle, but b»­
tory is merely one side of the issue. Nu
book fags dtort on the political concl t:Am
which Sbould be drawn from Ihe baulc I
Tolmers. Small gronps can or . Atsr u ­
CessfuUy, take itdtiatives, ru cemp.usvts,
mjuvemte whole areas snd»m lirr,rr J « ­
tories for their psrticuler cause The>
n ot see themselves In i i oiau n r rvm t h .

In the late 19ym speculatom began to
tsova bito Ihe Tcltmtc armt, ettnlcted by
the central positioa of a site which prombed
msssive progh f rom ogice "redevelop­
meat.' The existbrg groups of r esideatial
accommodaticn, thriving shdps, l igbl i n ­
dustry snd a few small ogices wcre to make
way fot ohee mwer bloeks. The mixwl
nationality, working dass mmmumty n f
Tolmcrs Village would be uprovted «nd dis.

, psmed in the name of cspilalisl enterprne
srtd progrcss.

Thc most well knowo of cg of Utese
speculatars wai Jv . Le y, c mzn with an
apparently insati«lge «ppeute for "redev­
elopment," who eontrog d Stock Convcr­
sion snd Investmem Trust — tbe sam- suc­
cesdal team that fobted Centre Point and
Euston Tonars un an unsuspecting I ndon
public. Camden eouncil, mcatcd I'rom the
farmer tcc in 1965 «ad gerreragy o ntrvged
q Lsbour during &e lmi dccadr, atrcmp- (
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