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THE BATTLE FOR TOLMERS SQUARE

s t a t l o a ,

by Sick 0 t (RS P i2 .05)

This b ok tells the story
of t he s t rugglc which has t skea
plsce darinc the Icst twenty
yasrs over tbs dauelopment of
Tolmers Square and a f e
surraunding streets nsar gustsn

It has been a struggl* feught
by local tsshlnuts sad businaas
msn, tanants' asseciations,
cmelunlty groups, squatters,
journalists and politicisns st
local snd national level.

And it hss beee foughc against
property developers aml the
interssts OE finance eapital
ho have cansistently tried to

deaol i sh the houses, smal l i n d
ustri s, sheps, st ts
sad pubs, in the srea ta nmhe
wsy for more profitable effices.

The book illustrstes haw
ptopetty companies, accouncable
oaly to cbeir shareholders and
tbus only i n cerestsd in a sxim- g2

tsins their proEics, slmost
i nevi tabl y ac't egsins t th
ioteteqts o f t h e l e ta l cmdsunit y
and againsts t ha c te rests of
tbe countvy as a qhole .

It s lmss.how b y «sinf, I
variotylaf taeties, preperty
mnq sniea tr n sfoml th riv ing
clslalul tt l ls i n t o dccaytng
shells. It alao shows how local
sucbnri c ies aed plsnnsrs ar e
iapetent to protect the esmmunity
snd in f a ct E requently add t o
the destructien by the elumsy
ose af pl s auiog po ers ,

At a t ' iae vhen the l ess of
manufact ring imh stry in lon
don is causing eonsigerable

er, the methads by wbich
this aetuslly happees ate of
particular Aignificance.

1he ocher major issue is
the rol e e f l t y t io i n
eon(hatting the pever of finanCe
eapitsl. In Tslaars Square, a
side vatisty, of oppositien
groups sueceded in drasticslly
altering the outcome ef mteats.
The tactics mlylayed by theee

Siek gates dees not tsckle
ssle ef the wider impliealio*s
of tbe lasd issue or of tbe
o~ i t y a e t i en smvement, but
by preiisely gscmnenting the
history of th stroggle i
Tplmers square witb the sid of
aver EOO photographs and maps,
'The sst t l e f o r Tolmerc Square'
is an escrmnely impartant

grsups, A t he i r successes and
failures, should be studied
clossly by others fighting
similar struggles.

Tha bettle for Talmers sq ar
t yet e e r . On ly l a s t

month th'e government gran'ted
Omd CO c 1 an Offiee Oev 1
oymant psmlit Eer 300,000 squar
f aet o f o f f i ees ( m r t l th»
develOpers were hoping te build
N any peaple are opposed to t h
huild ing of t l ese o f f i c es , par t 
icul sr l y «s i t wi l l me e t b e
d'estt ctlon af Tabmrs Squate
i t nn l f .

beok.


