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Tolmors Square 18 oas of tbeaa
' rundown, lytbqsntmy, ierrseed

rectsngles which bave been the
centre of p iannlng debate aad

' nnsnctal wrangle for the les! Sd
ears. Ntck wattn's boak ls aa bn.

I yassiooed account ef the ileeliae of
the plaee, in wbich hs hss squsttni
and tsken a leading part ln cmn.
munliy aetivity (as well • y lrst
io architeclure, planning, buEdlag
snd envlronmenISI stadies mlgln).
It is a SN:line whicb began when
the VIclorlsns hlmtsd tbeir raG­
wsrs utto thu h8art Df Londan, to
the nearby Eustlm, valdns acres of
u wrklagctass bousing i and f o r
tmck snd slstions

As the area becams disreputsble
(snd ststlaas SI'a notot'loUC for at­
tractiag bad hsls). E bcid chcrDN
0«11 for th 8 p ool'. Eowcver, I t
remsinwi the centre of a thriving
commuaity, and stnl hss, famously,
Asian restaurants and atmy surplus
stercs. ta tbe VEee building boom
of tha Sisti8C, J08 Lavr sDd lns
Stack Coavemion, ibe prsperty
development eomnanr, hnpbm to
repeat their suceess at the Euston
Centre (hume of Cayital Aadio aad

'~Tbaracs TV), begsD bUrlug «8 lsud
acrms tbe road, in Telmets, By
chsnce, Ihef ran into geree opposi­
.Gos Ul ih c fo raudsbia, s icagcr
form of Rose Gavin, whose Tolmem

. Squarc Tenants' Amociatim was
adamant that ths wmld did not
need more oEces, and dld nead
housea and ilats. But omces yraduea
hlghet' rates Ihau )ow reatsl houa.
iag, and eouscits have always
ound t t imposslble to umlertake

socrslly or l hwbile pmjeete with­
aut a nrm lucome base. Besides, ss
the Sixues wors oa, wlth Nr Levr
sud Stock Couversioa colnrauiag
to dmninats purcbases in the ares,
1 became clear that Ibere were aU
o rls s f d eals wbicb misbt b e
rrenged, whereby the developet'

sold soi«e of lus land ' chesyly ' lo
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he couneil Ia ezebasg~ el f eet
— for eouncil heip wilh his ylsn.

g penalssions.
Wbila no one was sme what ta

o, uo one spent any money and
he area furtber decliaed. Simul­

eo«dy, and tsldng over from
he sort of yrotest Rose Gavia had
ganlsed, the squaiting movement
vaded msur of tlw bEgbtcd aad

deserted buildings (not to sey ths
eampaigoing: a eontroversy locally

well NI elsewhere). One neglee­
ed b«M ing actually f el l d owu

'I arauad its legltimate tensnts; ona
that was squatted went hme dere.
Bctioa te aD0E Astlng. Chrlstoyher
Baolmr snd Benay Grey, th e
properly j aurnalists, came along
with a maveriek deal from their
Claudius eomyany, whieh yrmplsed
lo be more generom than anything
Er Levy eoatemp@tedI an «ger of
SSIUlee from orthoibm seurces but
usdertsken fm osn-progt-maklng
nmtives. E )entuaEy, Cs mden
baagbt Staek CNIValstoa Dut, at fd
million — a prlco said vsriously to
be enylhing fmm a bsrgaia ta day­
light r obbmy. Dnder i h e l atest
draft pls as b v CSISSNI tha
neighbourbood wdl new be de
velopoa yiecemeal, tbough Tolmers
Squara Eself wBI go. ThNIS OUIL
many more delsGC are evldenced
from a wide rsage ef sourees, laid
out ia an Ingsaious fonast which
ewes someihing to doeumaatiuy
Slm. TSN is work of propsganda,
but it is — 1 think — hoaourably and
IDaomntly psrtlsls.

The Batne fot' Tobael'I Sqsarc
Is a s ort o f morality t a le, with
knights and Nu gons, and e vea
Clsmlius's Sir Gelshad. The forees
of yrugt raeged against the peopler
s familiar t heme. But Nr Wa tes
bas aaolhsr, a radiesl, view. Ee is
oac sf 8 geaerstisa bronght ap ea
readitms o f J aus Jacobs's Tb c
Dcotb nnd Life of Great Aeierkan
CIIICC, They enjsy aad celebrste
the muddle of worhqngciase com.
munities, and dscry tbe dcstruction
brought about either by misg«lded
philanthropic rebuilding, or eom­
mercial inlrusions into areas nf
houeing, Ee is clear sboui the ssd
ingaense of omee developmeol on
lend yrices, «nd «uhapnr sbstit ibe
Cosluuniity Laud Act, whieb he
believes forces eouncils to be far
ten commereial in their attitudes
to property.

Thum srs clmI' inthnsGNI8 that
he has been tbinkiag sbout how.
euthoriiies migbt overeorne Ihe
yroblem which hes beset them
sinee Victerieq wortbies Srst lmed
to provide adequate dwenings for
the pocr: how to gaaace buildings
whieb necessst(IJ wGI noi pav for gg
themselves for mauy ysara, if st sS.
(The mlated queslion i s ss Im.
yorhmi t how I o help people to
bouse tbemselves rather Gtan uteke
them clients o f t h e stste.) b l r
Wstas hes anether beok in h im,
and we need it. For tbe tlme being,
thaugh, t lds B a n unmtpeetedly
eucltlag versien ef the muddles cf
Ute past The Isnguage of Ihriudm
ayplies 10 it : i l was, tadecd,.hard 0
to Dut down. So wes Tolmers 8
Square.


