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HOUSING is. undoubtcdly one of !he key

issues in the urban crisis that now i; !c;s ccntral

London. A n d i t i s t h i s c r is!s which has prc­
scnted Camden Council with an a -o! ising

'dilemma over t h c d e velopnicnt o . ' T o l mers
Square.

The council's Community Planning Com­
mittee, using its e~ecutlve powers, l,ist week
decided somewhat rcluctantly to go nlicad with
a dcal ivith Mr foe Levy's Stock Conveision
and Investment Trust, which i~-ill br i ;ig doi !:n

the cost of the urgently needed housin land

but make the company a massive capital profit.
The Labour group, on a vote of l 8 t~o12

decided that t h i s schcme presented a b~etter

cliance of getting houies built quickcr t l ian the
a ttractive a l te! nativc p r oposal o f Cla u d i!!s

P roperties, under which the p rofits f rom t h e .
offices to be built will give Camden its housing

• But no so5ner had the decision been taken
than journalist Mr Nicholas Tomalin served a
v,'rit on the council secking a statutory rleclara­
tion that Camden is acting against i he intcrests

of its ratepayers.
S o noiv t h e council is iveil and t i .uiy'

caught in a cleft stick. For while ir may yet
be a month'b;fore the f!nal contract with Stocl

' Convcrsion is s igncd, t l !c council n i ight f i nd
itself in. a legal t'lnglc tliat ivil l postpone build­
ing 'nouses for .a cons!dcrable t!me.

Meanwhi.e, Hampsiead and St Pancras­
.j N o r th L !bour parties have both passed resolu­

tions ur'ing the council to reverse its decision.

t«ic w: '! w'is wl t l4 i rawn, tor t l !c ful l C.;uncll
reconsider the matter ncxt month.

Call!dcll, " l! lt l l c n l o i 'e so s i nce ~ I !!b o u ! '
t .-, c o u nci ! lors wcre l l l lssi;ig from th ' > i .ai ".,, oi!p

r i".':; i i i ' . i. They could sway the de i . ; o » i- • .'her
w av. V i ' i i !ch i s i i h y i t is n c essarv !o r t h e
whole coun i l to bc . ecn to do !ts ' : ' !

This, we l ielieve, is tiie best co rse npcr. lo


