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HOUSING is. undoubtedly one of the Key
jssues in the urban crisis that now faces central
London. And it is this crisis which has _pre-
sented Camden Council with an azonising
-dilemma over the development of Tolmers
Square.

The council’'s Community Planning Com-
mittee, using its exccutive powers, last week
decided somewhat reluctantly to go ahead with
a deal with Mr Jos Levy's Stock Conversion
and Investment Trust, which will bring down
the cost of the urgently needed housing land
but-make the company a massive capital profit.

The Labour group, on a vote of 18 to 12,
decided that this scheme presented @ better
chance of getting homes built quicker than the
attractive alternative proposal of Claudins
Properties, under which the profits from the.
offices to be built will give Camden its housing
free. - : :
. But no sogner had the decision baen taken
than journalist Mr Nicholas Tomalin served a
writ on the council secking a statutory declara-
tion that Camden is acting against the interests
of its ratepayers.

So now the council is well and truly
caught in a cleft stick, For while it may yet
be a month before the final coniract with Steck

* Conversion is signed, the council might find
itself in a legal tangie that will postpone build-
ing houses for & considerable time. ;

Meanwhile, Hampstead and St Parcras.
North Labour parties have both passed resolu-
tions vreing the council to reverse its decision.

i, And there Is still the prospact, particularly i
81 the writ was withdrawn, for the full couvncil to
: reconsider the matter next moath.

= This, we believe, is the best course open 10

Camden, ail the more so since 24 Labour
councillors were missing from the vitai group
meeting.  They could sway the decision either
way, Which is why it is necessary for the
whole council to be seen to do its duty,
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