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Ey a Sta)f Repv)tcr
The hat tlc fnI . I hc I . n)Idon

clcvcloplllcnt p l'll e of Tolnler s
Square, ncw I'uston station. is
taking on unespectetl propor­
tlons. A canlpalgn dnnounccd
yesterday agaiust Ihc proposed
dcal Involl'Illg XII Joe I cvv. thc
propcI'tv dcvclopcl, Is b,lcked bv
Mr R eginald F r cesnn. XIP,
shadow spol csman on housing
and cnnstructinn. dnd Xir llltyd
Ilarrington. dcputy leader of the
Labour-controllcd Grtater Lon­
don Council.

Thc battic.lincs are curiously
dratvn up. On thc lcit stand Xlr
Freeson and Mr llarrington: the
former calling tor an area - land
commission " assembling land
on behalf of the GLC to push
out private dcvclopers. aud the

( latter declaring optimistically
that "the day of the jackal is

They hoth support a non­
profitn)aking plan fnr houscs
and a large nftice block on the
10$-acrc site. Launched three
months ago by 1 )vo .iournalists,
Mr Bennie Gray and 'tIr Chris­
topher Booker, it is dcsicncd Io
provide housing to ease Camden
council's desparate shortage and
up to IS mi l l ion development
profit as a community Irindfall.

It has the support ot tenants'
associations in Camdcn. two con­

. stituency Labour, parties. Some
ItlPs, and union leaders, includ­
ing Xir Clivc .Ienkins of thc
Association of 4cientific. Tech­
nical and .'iIanagcriai Staff~. and
Mr Ray Euckton and Sir Sidney
Greenc of thc rail unions.

Then there is Camden Council.
vrhich earlier this n)nnth turned
do)vn the journalists' scheme in
fayour of its long-standing deal

w ith ~i r l. c I ~ . )vhn controls
Stnck Cn))vrvsior) and I nvest.
n)cnt Trust Ltd.

Xir Frank Dobson. Ihe coun­
cil s Lahour leadcr. called a press
confcrcncc ycstcrday In repeat
hls sccptlc1 '111 dholl't Ihc I ookc!'­
Gray scheme. The rnuncil,
wi)ich fought . hitterly a"ain~t
the Co nservative I in u sing
Vindncc Act. is nnt uscd tn cem
n;Iigns avainst i t i r om I hi s
quarter; i t sees itsclf t)apped
IIneasily in the middlc, fnrced
into partnership tvirh Xtr Levy

'because hc will pr<!vidc relatively
rhcap housin land in rcturn for
planning permission tor his osvn
I)itice block.

Virtuaily off-stage stands )Iir
Levy hin)sclf. who OIvns quite a
IIII oi Ihe area «lrcady and would
have Io be hougiII nut by com­
pulsory purchase if he Iicre to
be deprived of what the Ilcal's
npponcnts claim would hc "qnt
of almost effortless profits:

"I shall carry on as I havc,
donc over the years", Alr Levy,
Ivho retivcs t'rnm the «ompanv
Ill,'s v. Cek III I(J Ivho I !cvciopcrl
the ncarby Fuston Centre. said
:estcrday. " I shall carry nn in

ward manner I am accustomed

The tinal dccistnn n )ay rest
Ivtth ~lr Rippon. Sec'retary of
State for the Fnvironment. and
if his dcpartment gives any indi­
cat)on fhat 11. Ivould nnt vcto
thc Eooker.Gray scheme nr one
like it , Camden cnuncil may
Ivell veiect the L e v y d e a l .
Silence imn'lies retusal. its mem­
hers feel. and there is nn pre­
cedcnt fnr approving surh anti­
private developer arrangements.
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