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'8 ~~'P>f>I +P; ! g3>g j 'IeS
CA'.<I!) EN ( . 'Ol'.'{ '!! . C a rns
i ts prugrcssiv< rrpiitiiiion br
c ausc its f i rst pr iurity is t o
provld< the brst pnssible scr
vlec' 10 loc;il pc»pic. l t p i '0
vidrs homes (Iir< rlly for more
than >1.000 peoplr and secks
tu yrotccl other r isidents by
liringin" as mnch as possible
of the rented housing in the
buruugh into pnblic uivner
slllp.

tli 'ilvesic>l(c )ic'iir>v as pr n i>
ably the tna i>rst I 'entri l L nn
don buruu"h. I f i i c are tu p ro
vide hnn><~v in the <cntral area
for yrople in h«usincl ncid. c!eals
wilh tlcc present «iiuers of. the
land are inevitable.

'IVe have rerently. nlitained an
almnnt tenfnlcl in«r«ase in bous
ing on the ( ' amaacs site ai!d
an»ther favuurable d<al in ('ray's
Illl l I t ua cl.

)Iaving already ha<1 one rcm
pulsorv purrhase nrder iu Tol
mers Square turned c!nivn by the
hlinister, we v (erc ' furred in tn
a deal with Stork C«nvcrsion if
we wisl>ed to gcl rnun«il-nwned
hoiisin i n t h e a r e a .

were rrrently <lesc iql>cd b'i.

by Frank Dobson
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-'lose out

C

Fincn <asl ni<»'.c's 5!anc>aro

Unhappy

years' negotiatious.

The c hoire w;is < rude. and
erueli do a deal or do nnthing.

, The deal would ive Camden
the l iousing land a t a pri c e
,subsidised bv Stnrk Conversinn
and they w<>uld be permitted to
build an oil'icc bln< k ou Kus<on
Iioad. No one lias ever bren
happy about the terms but thev
«rrr the best ol>iainable at'ter

nhc «lteniative Claudius Prn
pertics prnpnsals depend for
their succ e. s nn the romyulsorv
purrl«ise of Ictcc«>c' Conversion's
hnldiugs in th e a r e i — c oniyul
sory yurrhase nrders are un
p opular w i t h T or y llinisters
and are frequently turned down.

' ' Almost a y ear a»n Camdc n
put a CPO <>n the 3<i e>npty lkits
'at Centre Pnini. T l i e l l epart
ment uf the I !ni ironment have
just annnuuccd a yublic inquiry.

I;crelltl y . ;i lln i l l<'r ( a li l d<'ll
('PO on l . i - ;enden ) I ;<nsinns
was turiied dnsvn»i thout ecen
a publir inquiry. 1ge aie n nw
rhallrn„-in thal decision in the
Ili"h ( 'uurt.

ment about Tolmers Square
their respouse was unhelpi'ul
and the Se<reiary of S tate rc
fused to meet a dc'le,atinn. Prom

Le«dcr oj Ca»<de» Co;<»(il

hitter esyerienr« ihe rhan<es cf
him runfirming this (.'I'lI seem
very pnor and I h ive y e t t o
meet any in!'««mcd pcrsrin — in
rlud!nz sunycorieis oi Claudius
whn disagrcc.

Ii' the i s'O iiere turned do«n,
Stock Coniersiun ivould still l>e
thi:fe a i lcl n i li' llc"..<>i!>lt<ll' po n l
tiun wuuld I e t<>tallv undc r
mined. 'lYe cnuld ra.'.Iy Iese ine
whole of lhe h<>using.

I'he de:ll \vith Stc>«k (unver
sion, objerlionable as il ls. «eenis
likely to inil the hnusiu» «ithin
our grasp withir. lb. inr<seeable
future.

Camden I ' ; iic n ever < Ioi>rc d
that tbe hc>using niic » n uld l>e
all Ilullsiilg galll . Al ly<>lle i'iill>I!al' '

wilh redeveit>i»c>rnt or rrhabIII
tatiun in Central Li iedcin knuws
that t l i e y us ua llv i csi>lt in
housiag loss. In I ':>Iincrs ~quare
thcre «oul.l <ertainly bc n gz iu
a ltlu>ugh the siae ni' t he eain
is' dnubted b v t he Ci iu d i us
camyaigners.

I do nn l k now buw ll o uker
and (:ray arrived at t h<ir fi«- <'
ures but the census fi„ure fur
I!!11 s!iuwcd I<>3> p«aplc llsing in
private housriinlds in ihe area
rnverrd by the deak

lVhatever the lizute. the yres
ent residents wnuld be<ome tbe
resyonsibility of the <nuncil and
be rid n f t h e i r y r i vate l aad
l ords. T h e r e inainder oi ' t h e
hnusing would br inr people in
lcnusing need. Tu d n a n ything
uthcr tha<l « ii i t h n t n i k I : n n
vrr~ion «nuld scriiiu»ly risk the
h«c>~ing pruspci ts o f s« i er i l
h undred pc«pir. Sume u f n< y
rnlleagues think the r i k w o r th
while, uthe<s do r<ot.

Il is nol a n>attrr uf prin< iple.
Thc prin<iple fnr w i i ii h « « al l
fight is pul>lir u«n«<~hip ni su< b
Iand. 1 nti l t ba i < nn<rs, de' is
«iih clcvclnp«cs will I>e iuevital>Ie
if we are t» llnase pcnple in the
rellti'aI a i 'ea.

Rh«u «e rnnsulted tbe depirt


