
By DAVID WILCOX
CAI~G)EN Labour counci l 
lors are expected tonight
t o cali a l a s t -m inute h a l t
to a de a l w i t h M r Joe
'Levy's Stock Conversion
, property c o m p a n y t o
develop Tolmers Square,

)L~dston.
'fhe counog v;as d u e to

appvA;e tthe deiii on VVcdnesday,
uadev ';«hich Stock Conversion
ivou'id .4t permissioti for prof)i

t'or pvovit)it)<g c hc,ip 1: ind i o r
c ouncil housmg. «.ithin the l l i 
;icre sitc.
<.However. ca!ics, led bv i our
niilists Bettt;w C<ray aud C) t tus
tnphet B o o her . h ; i v e cl a i m ed
i hai S i ( t ( k C ' o nvet~ion « o u l d
rnuk( .AA. ~ ap , pr o fi t . and

i ible of f i w b l ock.=. in ezchange

argue(l that the council should
investigatc a)ternet<ives.

Tonight t h e La bour g r oup
meeting is ezepcted to defer any
fltut) decisiotl on the deal — eyeil
though it, has been approved in
principle once by the council and
in detail by policy committee.

1 understand that a)tl)ough the
deal with Mr Leyy v;ill noi go
through, it is unl ikely that the
councillors will wish to take up
the non-profit option provided by
Mr Gray and Mr Booker through
their Claudius Properties.
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f)cft) and Christopher Booker.

pon refused io confirm ihc nroc "
C .tmden cnu!d pom t o <i i t h . i t t t
was i h e Gnv c vument v;) t i ( h
forced thern i n t o t h e a v i u of .
ihc deveh>nevs.

Throiighout L o v don , L a b our
<'outt('i)s ai 'p « 'tnxiotts to i vni k o i i t
i<iiys it l w h i f l t d c v ( ' iopt'il®tlt c,'!ll
bc carr.cd nut nu cspcn. ne .~tte.
« ii lt be t tefl t 1 ' > ' tlie colgmttn i t '<
v iither t h u n p i i > i i t rt« tiie
(icveloper.

Utidcv c l iunecs i n
i ion la i i i l i i i de i i i «n . ~ . ' . 4 <.
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couii( i ls i i r c f o v ( 'ed i o f < . i i n i i v 
ket ))rice fo r 1;<itd. ) i ' i Cen t ta l
I.on(ion ihesc t)v ves are in i l i i te(i
i >y .-Oeciil:it ive b i i v i ng  iviih
<tevciopcvs g;<mb)ing i h : i t ( ( »u i 
( ils o r t h e M ni s tev « i )1 g ive
t helu pla i l l i i n pev m i » t o n .

One possibility would be for tihe
council to go for compulsor( pur
chase of th e T o hners Square
site. even though Stocl Couver
sion o«n nearly hal f .

. , -(~ff th)s «ere approvcd by En

T.egal poser
Thc .c <ilt is that councils can

tisii; i l i ) .
.
. 1 hotising. p ; i vks i i n ( i

ntiiev ; n ( n i t i cs o n l y b y (i e u ls
whi(h . ; ve th ( d e velopers pcv
missioii tov o f l i ces.

Since d(.vc)opct.s ave i in l i k ( ly
to ot)c! i l i c i r b ooks to o )T!ci:ils„
it i s (t i f f i c i i ! t f ( i r c ou n r i l s t o
knn)v «! i ( n t h e y ; t r e s t v ik ing a
t ou< h ( notigh b i i vga in . F t t v t h c t 
morc. thcve is som™c doubt i<b(»tt
the leg . s i ; i t i is in p l : inn ing 1;i«
(ii « « <ut <» 1 11<s to s c ) ) t t tg o i
p l' i i i i i : Q 't nltssloll .


