
i >4> I»~>

clnen1as.

Shnnty «(;i i >:>3r Irit);I:.:.:;>.! ii!.I

pl.lce ixpire<t cr»i:pterel>, «n>it is lIIIC

'at>e C Aienla. V )hite it a,) i "..Ii')re il W«S

hi • ie.it of Loi Jc!) s iofs)iken

AlCfC tV)O f i tl)C Sir>jia tf ,>Al tAC

Clnecenta 3'I)tl !I fln>t> I f 1 >)u IOOk hrlf>t

cni>Ug~il> t hc ctier!pest eiiicni )a In t l i c

UK — T iil c [Otrnlcl.

lt stan~~s )ect I I!«Ck from the I I;) n)p­
stei>t R>)a>tt, itoivn «n al!:y : )tt,t >)Ionc
in thc Aiiiti'!Ic ot' a sin:ill r)ark sqtiare,

Iookin>r . sonii thin ir likc 'a Ietharlric

>Mc> Ie«ll tos>f n h:111.
At 2s 6it >..o"v)lst«ITS «r>qt . s 6tt Up, 'it

pfot)al)l)' is Ihe ehciipesl cineln I:" oUrlJ
tncl, IUsr t () A)ilkc ' i ; I re t> .it l i . i s !>Ict

(loesn t hrreelt fonten)pt, thel >' 'i ii Ilttlc

ofdt). I~>'I>')ll) >I no l i ee p " ..1nc Up at>oee th>' t icket

to ft f>r» A sia!rt>V a ' a ' e " \ >-l' ' ) I ' ee '

o flc of t ' i c i

I



QC-i: 70
i<i

t! t tt.'i i.st i

YQL4Ftt ' I' //

sa id.

~ Ql+$'. i!1 1,9'

APP>i(afir>11 I O I~e(f
, ti it .h CI IB ' tQQB,

Ail atvI ' .:Cct . oii !oy NCNt To i ie.
(1844) L!d., t o . e develco t '.I ,
sircMt'.i'I 6: tc cf ' thc T c .met '
cinema, Toimer-squas, N.W.I,
vtith 'he er = "I!on ot is ne;v ".r i . r a
and aho.e.'. wi!I 36 bedrcoms. hos i
b en r cc etvt I b !t Cs,tnden'4,.

. Dir. C ic c i Ncv ' I o 'mer {1944i
Lt d.„Mr, Da v.'d Pcmscn. tc!d
this journal that a, h. '.,'. Cn th='

prssen 1 she c f t h . T clm e"

tnen awiv'rtg fa '.c a t Zu s tcn
station. Cr t - .aie'.'.ng f rom i '
ear!, hi themorni:;. .

"IVc bc. evc 1;;"=- is a definite
.atced for a cCn:b'rc;! .=.';:::Ina and
hotel st the arei.. and t , svou!d
bc a, firsst c'.aas d="ve!onm . . ," ! to

2Q. Pomson sa.'I that he had
hetn consid r.'ng th . =. .'dea for

Ql~ ccta, ncil svero,rca
"With th area b .: '> d e ­

' ve!".oedi 1ve thctt"=bt : t t n t c to
' mod rnt~ t ! . c '; I t t mat and w

are coi.f'itien: ' ­ .'
"..e .Ior g run

of get t ing the Ccur.c.".s per­
In"s!on." he adde;i.

No date has yct c ..n tM-:d fnr
t he redcvelooment to be ~ m ­
plet d, if t h a Ccui i c2 giv e
p.""niissicn b ut M.. P o aison:
says: "We w. i z.ot was'. t.'mc.'

.booth: No S leeping in t h e Seats.
It's a surprisingly large, comfortable

. cinema and I w a t chcd King Kong
Escaprs in comparative luxury, apart

, ftom the old maq~with the cight-day
beard who fcll aslccp in the rowbehind
and came lurching and wheezing overI -'

, niy left shoulder. (It's amazing how
much lurchmg goes on in these places.)

YVhile most of r iie cinemas I dis­
coircrcd werc «s bleak as iWissen hut-',
the Toimer was almost gau'dy with its
orange and grccn paintwork in t l ic
corkidors and the goid plastcr bust

King Kong Escapes is a 'Japanese
film made about theaime of the Korean
AVar and dubbed irito American with
some.pretty wcird political overtones.
After 20 minutes, a Japanese family
came and sat in front of me, the mother
v,ell in the centre of things with her
sons radiating frorn cither sidc. Thcy
dubbed the Film bock into the mothcr
tongue with great enthusiasm while
she snorted and grunted lier verdict at
the end of each scene.

Tcn minutes into the Western that
followed shc was obviously out ®hcr
depth and banging hcr brollcy on.ti ie
floor she pronounced the performan"e
over and marched out followed liy her

VVhcn the lights canie up I sta gcred
a fter them i n to the labyrinth of

On the flight of stairs punctuated by
a framed photograph oF Sophia Iwrcn,
behind a door marked PPIVATE, I
came across the nI ttiager, Atr Dennis
Reynolds.
He's been manager fnr about Ig

months and talks about the past and
future of his cinema in a soft, prccise

"We keep our prices lov:, so our
turnover is high. 0'c try to givc them
VVesterns too, thcy iike that.

Of course, V.'iicn vriui c;in ttct.'Ivv;I. Ci.
comfy seat and a v hole evcning's
entcrtainmcnt for a c<'i ipie ofhobyi iu
start tu ; t t tract afl thc buins antl lay­
al)ou .6 Wiicll I fifst orrlt.cd hcrc I'.iio.",s
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An a,n~.".,Ca.ton by New Twnt, ".

( 19441 I.td., t o red evelco t¹ -:i
~ p r e=:=-i.: 6 ' t e cf th . Tc!im r ' j

c n. ms, To lmer-squ ttr., N . W.1.
with '.h e. Ction oi a netv C.'n ma
alld 8, hntc;.' svtti~i 36 bed'ro"".Pe, htts.
¹ e t i r ec=tv;"I b y Can t cen's.
P'6 in ~ De" I " ' n t " n '

D::. "'.or cf New 'lo iat:-r (1944>
3 /L. Dav d P c mscii . t o ld

t his jcurnal that 'a h=' : cn t b

tren a i r . 'v ',i g i ' .a".e at E u ston,
­. tation, cr ". ave!':ng f rcm i t .
ear'iy .tn the niorning.

"We bc'. evc ths- is a deQnite
steed fcr 8 ccmb ned ci. C.na. and
b"tel:n the a:ea, ard '' t w u.c.)
be a. firs! c!ass d=ve!o~mt".'„' he .

Ittlr. Pnmson ca'.d that, he had .
b e .n cntisid I'-r ' t . i idca fcr
~niany years, 1:ttt t h oughc .1'rta.

' ' i t h i h. C r eo, b - r g de­
we 'thcilght t .1 .v~ io

t'ril=a 1 1'io c.'nemat and w e

gett ".', ihe Ccunc'. '- per­
'on," h.. addcd.

date h-s yct be-n fixel fcr
r edeveioome:.: tn be cnm­

i f t i ie CCU I ICÃi g iv c

We w!! ! tlo» waste ' t i . l le.

cctsiicd wt I lc" . " 3 t ti' I . .

r • t I

way.

sons.

• t~

corridors.

abovc the screen.

7 ofntel. Haniostcttd pocg

oow. The university croivd ar= turring
up and we get a lot of young coupics.
There's a very ioyai matincc too: '
o ld-age pensioners. Somc oi t hem
come ihrec times a week. We only
charge them 9d."

I asked him the age of the cir. . a
and he smiied the srniie ofone vvho has
a story to tell.

''Thiscinema was the priv tt e cha.el
of Lord To!mer. That was in:heoays
when all this," he swings an artnst, "vvas
Lord Tolmcr's estate. Then. one d=y.
a priest hargcd himseif in ii:e vcs's
and the chapci svas never uscd a tair.
In 1921 it bccaine a cineira and the
present osvner took it over in 19~ . '

And sometim~," h e adds ci=.:allv
"late at nigi t, wl!cn theclconcrsarrive.
a strat!ge Iight appt-.ars from the.'-r
corner of the theatre, glows darkiy,
then m'ovcs up tiie right a-:sic, ahi­

. : .- .

the back of the smiis, dotvn the c ..-::.­
.

aisle and disappeiirs into. .the C.­t,'.rc
of the screen. 6'e th ink sv-'ve got

, a ghost."
The Plaza, Camden To:vn, is iust

four tube stoos from the Cin.-.c-";n'a ani,
at"7s and (ts 3 t inlc, oil 0 : 'h t . : l t . .t

cxpoststve cinemw I v sitcd.
It also has a h-.tdog stard ~.at rnust

be held against it — though =­-'.:.Iity
the hotdogs themselves iverc."-.t t too
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