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Shordly aticr my irip the graad old
place expired complercly and is duc
to reopen shorily as 2 restyled space:
age anema. While it was alive 1t was
one of the finest of London's forsaken
cinemas. -

A mere two tube stops from the
Cinecenta you'li find, if you look hard
cnough, “the cheapest dnema in the
UK" = The Tolmer. ’

Tt stands well back from the Hamp-
stead Road, down an alley agd alone
in the middle of a small dark square,
looking semething like a lethargic

Mexican town hall. )

At 25 6d dovinstairs and 3s €d up, it
probably is the cheapes: cinemaareund
and, just 1o make sure that this fact

docsa't breed contempt. there's a littde

notice pinned up above the ucket
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\fizjw TOLMER
~CINEMA?

Application Ls:ls;cd
' YWith Camden

An apniication by New Toimer
(1644) Ltd., to zredevelon thz
presemys  £te cof the Teimer
cinema, Tolmer-sjuare, N.W.1,
with theerzgtion of a neweone2
and a hote! wiih 36 bedrooms, has|
bren  receiviy bvy Camaen sl
+. Plannimz Depariment.
PDr"-c" cf New Tomer (1344
144, Mr, David Pemson, Nt:id'
al tha: a ho'el e¢a the
this journ R

preszns site of 2
cinema weuld aiirach tuzrass-
men atmving late ag Euston
station., or fiav z from it
arly in the morning. 1t
G “Wé beleve tizrz is a definite
need for = comb ned <iuoma and

hztel In the area, ,'1'1'1 it v-"'u‘d

be a first class develonmens,” ke
said

* Afr. Pomson sa:i that he had

been considernz tha idea for

many years, bul th_uvh.“ma,

#~ th> council wers nct *Js. n

“ywith the area Ib?..n.'j“

+ yelcoed; we theuzhy &L tme l::

© moderniea ths cncma, and w2

are (‘.;i"l'uth in e iong run

the Ccuncls per-

of geit 'rr - 1

mission,” he adle. "
No date has yei tsn fx=d Io-

the redevelcoment to be ~con

pleted, if the Ccuncil give

p;'-:";l‘c'sfcn by Ar, Pomson

says: “Wa will not wasis time)
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NEW “TOLME;
- ~CINEMA?

Application Ladged
' Wlth Camden

An apnt "‘a ‘on hy Nm' 'I‘:x.m
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(1944) 1td., to redeveled - tha
pres:ii ‘cite of the Teimer
cinam a, Tolmer-squars, N.W.1,

with ‘h2 eragtion of 2 newe.n2ma
and a hote® with 36 bedrozms, has
peen  recaivey by Camden’s
Plannng Deparimenl

Director of New Tomer (1944)
T3, Mr. Davig Pemscn, wd'
this jﬁhrnat that a hotel ¢n the

gs:ms  site of. the Tolmer
cinema weould attrast busneli-
enen ariving lale ag
station, or draveling
arly in the morning. )
- “We heceve thzra is g definite
need for o combned <inira a::.:i
hotel n the area, and it ‘.'.:.-J..dj
be a first c¢lass c{:»e‘m*n
said

Mr, Pomson sa’4 that he had
been cousideriny the'
many years, bug th?ugh. i
thz ecuncil wers ncd 22 -s-_-.A.dn

swith _iths erea ?..“"r e-
velcoed, we thouszby t me i3
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*booth: No Sleeping in the Seats.
It's a surprisingly large, comfortable
+cmema and I watched King Kong
Escapes in comparative luxury, apart
from the old man with ‘the eight-day
beard who fell asleep in the tow behind
and came lurching and wh-:ezmg over
v my left shoulder. (it's amazing how
-much lurching goes on in these places.)
While most of the cinemas 1 dis-
cowered were as bleak as Nissen huts,
the- Tolmer was almost gaudy with its
“orange and green paimtwork in the
corfidors and the gold plaster bust
above the screen _

King Komg Escapes is a “Japanese
film made about thedime of the Korean
War and dubbed into American with
some pretty weird political overtones.
After 20 minutes, a Japanese family
came and sat in front of me, the mother
well in the centre of things with her
sons radiating from cither side. They
dubbed the film back into the mother
tongue with great enthusiasm while
she snorted and grunted her verdict at
the end of each scene.

Ten minutes into the Western that
followed she was obviously out aher
depth and banging her brolley on the
floor she pronounced {hcpcrformame
over and marched out followed by he
sons.

When the lights carne up Istaggered
after them into the labyrinth of
corridors.

On the flight of stairs punctuated by
a framed photograph of Sophia Loren, °
behind a door marked PRIVATE, |
came across the manager, Mr Dennis
Reynolds.

He's been manager for about 18
months and talks about the past and
future of his cinema in a soft, precise
way

“We keep our prices low, so our
turnover is high. We wry to give them
Westerns too, they like that,

“Of course,whenyou cangetawarm,
-comfy seat and a whole eveni ng's
entertainment for a couple of bub you
start to attract all the bums and lay-
abouts. When | f'r~ arsiv L\.“!nl"[ ings

-.l':. -Uﬂnl\f‘ Preiiy o

But then | threw o it the bl e
"“{ starte " n\]h!n '

’ ’ Tolmer, Hampstead Rocd

pow. The university crowd are turning
up and we get a lot of young couples.
There’s a very loyal marinée too:
old-age pensioners Some of them
come three times a weck. We only
charge them 9d."

I asked him the age of the cinema
and he smiled the smile of one who has
a story to tell.

“This cinema was the private chapel
of Lord Tolmer. That was in ‘m days
when all this,” he swings an 2rm, “was
Lord Tolmer's estate. Then. one day,
a priest hanged himself in the vestry
and the ch,-pd was pever used again.
In 1921 it became a cinemz and the
present owner took it over in 1944
And somctimes,” he 2dds cazually
“late at night, when the cleaners arrive,
a strange light appears from the far
corner of the theatre, glows darkiy.
then moves up the right 2isle, alons
the back of thc stalis, down the centre

aisle and disappears into. the cenire -

of the screen. We' think we've got

, aghost.”

“The Plaza, Camden Town, is just
four tube stops from the Cinecenta and,
at 7s and 6s a time, one of the muost
expeasive cinemas [ visited.

It also has a hotdeg stand thar mase
be held against it — though actually
the hotdogs thcmsclvcs \'Len:""t too
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