The rape of-a road

FOR CENTURIES the journey from London to
Hampstead was neither quick nor easy and only with
the building of the Northern line did # become so.
Not much more than a century ago the road con-
necting the two was a link between scparate villages
and until very recent years much of the original link
survived,

The unly piece which reminds us by name of those far-
off days is Hampstesd Road, confined now to the section
between Eus Road and Mornington ent. Onlvy 10
short years ago, In spite of the invasion of railway asd
industry, it retal much of interest and charm. Strodling
from ane end of o the other the eve was crmstantly busy
and entertained, observing the sariety of buwddings aml
people, neither very smart, but both full of character amd
purpose.

The Black Cat Factory, built in 1926 on the semi-
circular garden of Morningion Crescent wiich was smmor-
talised by crl and Spencer Gore, ondoubtedly gave a
downward thrust to the gracious ter of the surronnding
neighbourhoods but even in multhoccupat
they retained a good deal of their guality

Facing the Crescent, and acting as a Iml to i, the
howses ol Harrington Square lay behind ther commuanal
garden, and an older terrace immediately to the south 4osd
back from the ¢ | terminated at the railway cutnng
Opposite these was a set piece of five e with a [
menfed centre, o them forming the o
ton Crescent. The wet piece has now lwen o al 1o three,
:iMI the severed pediment offers ity brutal mutilation to the
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TREES SURVIVE

South of the railway cutting on the east wde stood a
fine detached howise of about 18, with
Tt was weed as a day nursery until the
fur o, and i1 was sad ta see it dot
waluing bamls. The wil i ol the daiimay |
its pleasant garden, and tnally ot disappes
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THIS IS THE STORY of a road that 10 years
ago had charm, interest and life. “Now i is
vile.” say Dvana Gurney, Jenny Marriott and
Tammo de Jongh, of the St Pancras Civic
Sﬂl:i;l}'. In this article the Socicty ssk: “What

street can we expect to be the next victim?™
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the scale of evervthing else in their neishbourhood, includ-
ing the trees, which are reduced 1o wprigy of pardey,

An industrial building with a filing station at one emid
has taken the place of bouses and shops, aml behind this
one can tee the blwe hrick hulk of a new rulway
ding. These are not bad of ther hind, bul cinnot be a
very stimulating view [or the people living in the large new
coancll ewtate on the or sile, The few temaining trees

ch iarlnl the ¢ have recrRlly heen et down,
» are hatching bochind the

Cardingion Streer was 3 serpenting curve of modest
terrace houses ten vears apo. First the nocthern aide was
pualled down, and replaced by 8 patch of ribdush - strewn

and now the south sile has mune, 10 he repla by
Kennedy Hotel, Bar one dare aot hape
e corve will be reprated, hegsuse nolvady tiinks in
terme ol cutves any miore,
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LOCAL  councils have
been taking & cautious
taste of the wonderful |
medicine prescribed for
many planniog ils: pub-
lic participation. .
The magic elivir looks
good and  tastes  good .
but does it do the trick?
Participation is turning
out to be more dithult
than people thought.

. Camden's expuricnces
s0 far suggest that a
new formula may be

. needed and the counvil

have been geiting  fo-

* gether with the borough’s

amenity groups to dis-
cuss the problem,

O

Alderman Alan Green-
gross, chairman of Cam-
den’s Planning and Com-
munications Commitiee,
had two mectings with

o m e

bora town hall.

And he stressed that
vital points that needed
lﬂll'.ling were what was
mnnt public ]:':mi.cl-
pation,
mmdtd ami how it
could be improved.

O

Mr Greengross  said
the meetings were the
w lirst of a scries and that
he would report back on
councillors’ views in the
second round of talks,

The eight organisa-
tions taking part in. the
talks are the Blooms- |
bury Conscrvation Area
Camden  Society ol
Architects, Hampstead
Conservation Area Advi-
sory Committee, Hamp-
stead Motorway Action
Group, Heath and OW
Hampstead Sociely, =
Highgate Society, Hol-
born  Socicly, and St
Pancras Civie Socicty.
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right through both streets and exposes hinder parts which -
“tll never intended to be seen. South again we suddenly
wome upon the entrance to the surprising and once delighiful
t'l.'u‘.mtr Square, with its brash ginema announcemenis of
lurid adventure.

Ten vears ago you could still see from the eastern end
that this was erce a church, bur pow the disgiise has been
extended, and a newcomer to these parts must wonder what
poviessed anybody 1o build such an odd shaped cinema,

I Tolmer Syuare had been in Panis rather than London, it
ould be d in by actists and intelleciualy, poor but
vaned, w would valug the prosimity of the British

wienm and the wriversity, amd would live there an indus-
rous lfe of modest reamguillity. And the church would
il be a church. And there would be same trees. And
because it is in London ir i3 going to be knocked down.

GOOD HOUSES

The other side of the road, from the bousing estate
southward, 1s intersecied by streets wh are all evndemned
tn be redevels kool 1errace
hotses such as people hght for i Hampstead or Cheleea
and which modernive vers acly. Soon all visual variety
will have disapprared from this arca, ahlng with the socal
miture which makes for 8 richer kind of life.

Less than 10 sears ago there was a lively market here,
surtonmifing streets and from

side of the Fuston Roml. Now it has goae, swept
the commergtil devsboment whidh sireiches from
oil Hownd 1o Great Fortland Streer. You can't et
avoy The Eudon Road any mure betwees these iwo -
1 the umivipass. and the ¢rnire barrics sre tn
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