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spmt lwes on

THE TOI;MER—mi 000-seater cinema- m“ﬁﬁ%t on,
said to be haunted by the ghost Of a prlest—cl(Jsed {gian and mainfenance man,

Mr, 'Henrz Clark; irom Bel-

:‘#

37

on Wednesday (Wnies MIKE KJLBANE)

But the closing of the.
cinema, in Tolmers Square,

off Hampstead Road, had .

nothing to do with ’splnts
scaring off staff and pqtmna
“The cinema, whic¢h, ofened
_DQ- is ouseda . a con-
verted nineteenth-céntury.
Congregational Church. And
for vears the ,qug_quﬂlly,
who own the cinema, have
been fighting a losing batile
against mounting bills for

| mamlammg the building.
rat last they have sold ,
out an undisclosed sum
—to ,..operty developer, Mr,
Joe Levy, who already owns~

several office blocks in lhe :

area.

“The - chnef problem has
" heen keeping the hulldmg
in good- wpam-—our mam-
tenance . costs have - beén
pretty. hikh And now its
got to the point where- it is
no loriger economical tB rug
the cinema,” said Mr.

onson, 40-year-old mahag-
imgdirector of the Tolmery
Because of the age of the:
building, we were finding |
repairs were not ‘tnough

We had to. do maJor mf 1

building. |- -

The Ponson fam'lly have
been in the cinema industry
for 60 years and have owned:
several filim hpuses in Lon-
don.. The Tolmer was thelr
last,

“We feel particularly sad
alml)v-ﬂhe closing of .the.
Tolr because it was our
only ¢inema, and we thought
it - was a good  family -
cinema,” said. M¥.” Ponson.

The - Tolmeér, which ;
boasted “the lowest prices
in London™ — 15p a stall
seat, 25p the circle
shunned “X"certificate
ﬁtl]ms makmg‘a pqlhcy o
showing only “fami x-ggqe"
films, said Mr. PGRson, ]

And the Tolmer wa; “also
known as the only cinema in

-

Tolmer closese ve

.|

i

' .10 steep easmi':)iow' that it
‘has closed “is .night watch- "

"He ukapt seemg a ghcst—-

London, where _vou vcm.ﬂd “_"'wmch be called “Lord Tol-

‘'see half-a-dozen films in one
.week. The programme was
changed three times a week .
—one film usually not run-
ning for more than two days.
Cinema manager, . Mr.

. Andrew Keeshan,
aAgWW geg had

ing quite the hdmeliest” ﬁnd
comfortable of. cmepaas‘ fan

“But . that's all’ changed
now,  We've put in new
toilets and altered the seafs
and :everything,” said “Mr,
“Keeshan' who- has .bggn' at_
‘the Tolmier for a year,'.
"~ One member of they

ma’s staff who will. beﬂﬂgle ¢

mer,” who owned the Con-
. gregational Church—in -the
early hours of the morning
and got So  seared ‘he

changed' his times of duty.-
3

Mr. Clark believes the
” ghost -he saw may he con-

nected-with ‘the fact that a | -
had a reputation for not be- - priest hanged! himself in the,

building when it wa; used

_-asa Church. *: .
'.: And Mr “Keeshan and his

staff co ws@at ‘they would"

ot spend nigh in the
cine

“lts & pnty to~ see 1he
cmema;-close‘, said M. -
Clark, °
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cét  police,
, swung with

ALB-‘\W
Camden Tow
the times~ “when they in-

wvited  Aisc-jockey -
Blackburn - glong” to  wel-

Tony’

| come childrén entering the .
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0mMnnday, 1.he ope
day ‘. of tli¢ compet
thqrd‘-~gvas_a-lleve
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