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y Cireus, the scrapyvazd of
bitigus plans.

r-ald war-tine flreman
‘ation over the Gecade of
12§

“O=e mare push and we'll
be ‘here” he says

From ials eariy days Lhe
¢redn of thls equally astute
catate azent .‘:llu.‘ln S0Ines
nes. a8 TN, :1“caunly
has shiown E'('ll..'ﬁ"(‘.

e dispiaved

!
as -« Shvn

vhat courage
in Lovy, he
blazing build-
¢h - Road,
940 to rescue
h'uc " victims,  He was
W rdivd the British Empire
aiedal.

J-"r:'qph Levy.
Slp. wWas i.;urn an Acton on
aary 27, 1806, invo &
omnfortable huu chold,

Hz was edueated ab
Toomanual  School, Wands:
th, where a schoolinate
g i?.cmit: Watles, future
kinz of the town houses.

In 1024, Joe and his
her David,' 13 months
oor, went to work fov
developer Jachkie Phu-
ns who put up the BBC
building n Pon!:\nc‘. Place.

Jo-" Levy's first letiing was
the Old Curiosity ‘310}: for
£2 13s, a week. The deal
«aved it from ce::‘.o:!ua...
“T Lthink that was cne o‘ the
n things I ever dud,” said

10
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hooimaker's

a touch of nos-

Thers was 2

was

ho.v;;ht the Dickensian
tourist atiraction in Portse
mouth Slreet. Holbern, fur
£70,030.

Az war loomed, the
hroiners took over the
agency in 1939 when Phil-
hps' [ree-spending ran lum
into heavy debr. DE. and .
Levy, estate agents, were _m
buisinecss.

Came the blitz. In be-
tween  putlting  out  the
flames, Joe and David, both
_members ol the National
I'ire Servive, managed 1o
zeep the agency zoing, They

had 45 nours off every-tnree s

days

POSHER '

In 1942 they moved into

posher offices in the Ifuy-

market, which are still the

agency's headquariers.
Because they had kept

e property engine ticking
over, -the brothers hosl a
head start on their rivals
after the war as they com-
peted in the lucrative offices
market  of bomb-zcarr
Londaon.

As they became more suce
cessful t.m:,r began o take
on the role as developors—

\ the impresarics of proper.y.
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got to know Robert C]'u' Al
-canny Scoi, wio was then &
director of Assoeiated British
Pictures. He dabbled in
property. To him they wens

o & finaneia) diagnesis on
a new scheme.

When David died sudccn‘l"
fn 1952 ut the nee of a.
Rued on, \-.nh Claxk
the ﬁnanclul

now-how,

Clark, also 66, is now the
quict chainnan of the £100
milion Stock Conversion
and Investment ‘Trust. But
Love s -..11] the, dominant
fizire. - hofis 628,393
shares to C:ar s 94.9?6,

At £7-30 a share his
vdinary holding alone
meckes him worth well over
£4594400.

Clark and Levy are a chalk
and cheose poir.: Levy once
said @ “Yeu never know what
can happen \-.hr'n a Scots-
man and a Jewish bo:.' aeb
tooether.”

When the well- Le')t. secreb
surrounding  the  Euston
Centre plan mme to light
Stock Conversion and its
parviner, George mer--:.
were on their way to makin
£92 miliion between them.

TFor the stary of the tale
of " Monepoly House,” as
Levy glees uli v calls it, one

tod ently when he In earlier years they had must go back to old

e e - i T L y e to widen Euston Road, he

- produced the document.
X Compensation, he ‘po:r:u-cl : .
| out, would cost ihom 4% g

L 7 | least £1 million.
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Levy Go is develipoer's

hat to e rh. o1 the most b
momentous deal of Dbis

career.

His ciient and friend, mnil-
lionaire Charles Clere. had
turned dow an uninspiring
one-aera site facing dingily
o to Euston Road as o puor

. favestinznt

Levy conlemplated the
mean streets of decaving
Georgian buildings and had a
brainwave which was to bring
in mill:onz. He deeclded to
buy lor £400,000.

CONTROL

Gradually he extended his

control over the 13-acre site. - %

Non=s of his familiar red and $
wiite sign boat was por-

mitted. As the aw nearcd

compleiton he flled 1 1.1.

holdines on a “blown up"
rdnancg Survey map.

In his szfe he held a bud
piece of paper which wus ’
to be his trump card when
he faced the planners of
the old LCC, It was an
outline planning pennit for
2 120.000 square foot oilice
bloclk.

\thn they threatened io
take over some of his laud
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Lia L deal Wil r.u_x-
lowed, the pianners gob their
rond — and Levy a much
higiter tower bicck -than
would normally be zllowed.

Secreiive in his business
dealing, Levy is an exirge
vert when he feels he has
nothing to hide.

In a business dominated
by grey suits and cultured
tones, ne is an acknowiedged
character. )

He hasia colour television
among the push-buttcn
gadgetry of his plush offica
to watch horse racing be-
tween chasing mulci-million
pound deals. )

He owis raccherses which
run in the rad-und-white
colours of Arsenal, for soceer
is another nassion, He plays
golf and watches boxing.

A deveted family n
Levy and ‘his wife Ni
who were married in i
have three children,
sons. Peter and Lawrence,
have fsllowed him into the
business,

VILLA

Like s0 -many preperty
tvcoons, he favours a home
furnished in traditional
style. Such is his lunmny
flat in Grosvenor Square
opposite the American Em.
bassy.

He also has a villa over-
looking the “editerranean
at Cap d'Anubes on the
French Riviera.

He likes simple food-and
an occasional giass of whisity,
Said one architect who knows
him: “He is a typical Lon-
doner . . - He is as much
at home witnh nobility as
with the dusiman.”
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He jolied o firm of estate
agents i Hunover Square as
an articled clerk.

IHe realised he would not
make real money until he
was 5 Ows. Tharse
years ¢ he put up his
piate as an eilate managar
in Baker Streel.

In the spring of 1544 he
Paid 220000 for a litile-
kacwn company calied Lang
Securitles Investment Truss,
whieh owned three houses
in Kensingion Court, two of
them empte. The rest of 13
assels toiailing £10.321 were
in Governmen: zecur
ampl meved into g
Enc. He miade his v
over, the United Cuy Prop-

ust, which gave him a2
e City:

v ath =
W Si; Mavfar Courr,
Maviair: and the Regent
rcade House, Ragent Sercos.
To ifupress his backers he
told an 2gent: “I want
Regent Arcacde Eouse !op to
somebod;” with stand
like the Pahk of Enzia
He waited
JMonths la
England moved 1n
By 1633 he was.ready 4o -
swallow the bizger fish, Ha -
became involved in a three-
sided sirugzle with Charles
Clore .and the Savoy direc-
tors for conirol of the Savoy,
Claridzes and the Berkeley
Hotel. Piccadiliy.
It was a bigterly-fousht
operaticn which provoked a
loud public utery., The

- atlempied take-over falled,

Samucl was defeated.

Wkhen he made bis bid. His
company boasted asseis of
over £11 million. But by 1968,

prope:ty tycoons.
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