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When a person is le t neith no other choice
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hj 'Chronicle' reporter TONY PATERSON examines one of
Camden's most controversial subjects
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the law regarding squatting, s h ared room.

flat." receive about 100 calls a week

l ess o r eoy te too t t ing for c rimtna a c t i v i y i e Pro­

person These seem to pass e " g' Bill now goi g t h rouah par
~thssatth ths hsdsmd . , Hs .s a id "t ssas assam ~~~~ UNABLE Thwtswsws ttamsht. ts m~ t

vided by the „public and pri­ a cotmcil house in Wiilesden ' , COPE-, h • '

• It is cleat that a suitablemarriag broke UP. '
B t , th 0 0 > alt rnathe fo sq uatting i sI wanted to leave, and when " w

' , P P urgently needed and that tliisCamden alolie has 0 ,t100 I did the council said they already on Camden's bousi UI, can inly come from the pri­- y pyle.on-its housmg list, all could not, ~-bouse me as I .waiting l ist, the council 8 vate rented sector where afrettt g for ~uncil ~ ~ ~ already. had a home to ge unable tecol w i th the prob­ vast number of f i a ts anddatipn. The majority of these t o s o I mov e d to my ms pf b S ing 8 b male ' houses continue to - remainare families or o ld p eople, brother'8 .place b ut t h a t Emb~ . ~ mo b be ' une ccuyied.
who, by virtue .Of the coun­ meant sharing one smail council reJected proPosals for
cil's Points system, are treat-' room Sppn Shat b came un bedsitter accommodation 'in But t he y rosyect of more
ed as priority c'ases fol hou's bearable so I topk to Swiss Cottage in favour of ren t able private accommoda­

s quatting af ter t r y ing f o r accomnlodation fo r ca n di - tie t t b ecpmblg available . is
tnqontbs to find somewhere to dates on the housing waiting b l eak, for the housing mar­

THE LIST The council has also decid- v i o lently that being housedI am very very haPyy to ed' to stop issuing shirt l i fe at all has become a luxuryA single, homeless t3erson have found somewhere Po h o using Iicenoea te xouStag a f fprded enly by the desyera­does not qualify for Points live at last," he saM. — gro u ps„,d such. as .short-life te l y needy and,the well off.
the bottom of a bouilng wait­ . movement has 'gained @, bad ' +d',sing ' list when ayp'ying for ' reputation. , Sensationillised
council accommodation. newspaper a r t i c les ha v e t

As a result the alternatives dubbed squatters "the won' t
open to the single homeless pa y r en t b r igade," and. asrequiring immediate housing. " scroungers," "anarchists *'

are reduced to either.ra1sing and "property thieves,"
a mortgage dn a f lat ­ . an But , ' .according to H a r ry
option beyond the nieans of ' Pod'ewski, of the, Advisory
p ept318 earning l ess t h a n Service for Squitters, which
85,000 a year — or renting deals with o er 100 inquiries
accommodation. a meek front'gomeless yeeyle,
' But this f i na l op t ion ' is "the anti-ufuatting, propa­

rapidly d isappearing as a gaud a Is abygtlute rubbish,*'

, seurce of cheap living. ­
.

yrivately owned rented ac­ JUST 0 OT H Ettt
commodation has been on the ALT AHATIVE.
decline since the late sixties.

The 1974 Rent Act i n t ro­

NfHEH over 2Ã homeless people recently movecf into a block
of empty flats in Camden the authorities called the take over
"appalling"-and said that the'law should be changed to
stop squatting" once and for all."

less PeoPle currently on the streets of London, they
'

had becpme strained slmpsthove found somewhere to live.
concerned about. We really to the Point o f b ecoming

Furthermore, a change in uy to 81 5 a w 'eek for a and people wbo .are starting Jain e parr, of SCH, 'admits
as one previously homeless -I n my l as t f iat i n Earls

he says
" "

'

-which had been l icensed tp'mothe~ said "would mean go­ Court I was paying about R18
N 1 1 tbe group are nom being re­ing back to the routine o a week, but when the land­ I ve thee 8 rg a n a o

babiiitatedforcounciitenantssleePing on o t her PCOPI lord decided to ttut the retlt 1
' ­ but claims that the problemfloors or paying about R18 8' up to 818, I was left, with no with housing inquiries from

of the Single homeless is stillk for asbared room in a other choice but tp leave I homeless People, continue to
acute.

•

The homeless who oPt for and I could not afford a
where to live smgle y ople coming b t o

the one category not catered Others l ike F r ank, a 48 Li ap o 8 e p, .and tt is possible that squat­fer On tb e Cur~ent LpndOn ye a r -Old Hungarian birn elec­ lne" alSO getS anOther 100
ting ~11 be out)awetriclat3. tell . Sttnttlar stories "Calls a week from the home­

I t t f

BUT to the people now livin9 there, the situetion is ed acc ommodation In th 'e community housing. A coun- -,
for frotn appolline for unlike the 7Q,QOO-odd home­ cil . Spokesman admitted:

18 npt ' . this type of @elations with these greuPs

t;ake home about M7 6 week
irom yeople wanting some­ .Meanwhile, tbe. number of

.want to bring back artisans bitter."

a family into 'the borough," tha t most, of t h e h ouses
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SQUATTEIIS In harmony. . . T beas three young men are
pictured outside titNr squat in Tolmere Square, Camden. Out.
side is tatty but inside they have maintaineil a good standard.
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and is likely to be placed at To date t h e s q uatting

divorced, Poor, D1 a homeless driven tp sqttatting. altel native accommodation.
b' is g h e satltb3',- m ss81e o . about wthy tt i e y h a v e b eel l . p . Posed C r i m ina l Tre spass
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. ren ' 81 fia t s b ecatls

. disincentive to landlords wish
for ches a ccommodation or

Private furnished accommo­ cannot a f fortf h i g h re n ts,da'tion has been seen as a
others ar8 students looking.,

Spnlc landlOrdS eVen Claim "TO S a y t hat a l l SquatterS
:::-.~~~q.,'.":."..~'j,',::! s::"'t hat the v do not want t o a re scroungers an d re n t

f ears that they wil l no t be
M zy pf t hem do qu it~ r~"able to evict their t t nants sp@table -jobs; t achers and.w hen they want .ta .
Socla' -wprkers as WellE en so. r ents f o r I d
s killed t radesmen take t o. sitters and flats have increas­ s uattin b ecause the can­e d as the avallabtlity of rent- q t a tndg I f c Sit 'biey ~ctan

f urnished f ia t a re of t e n
showed that 96 per cent -offorced to pay alarnlingly high
the peo le mterviewed wererentS fOr a rppm WhiCh they
Squatting because they couldmust share with one or even
,not find cheap rented accom­two other people.­ mod ation.

ducted in Haringey la'st y a

divorced single parents again
fmed with t' he same problem.
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NOT APPOLLO I n C amden, where t h e
PROPER HONK

' POPulation pf y oung s ingle
people is on t h e i n c rease,

One s quatter now living in v i ce ­'chairman of housing,
camden claims that before John Thane, claims that tbe KEEP I NQ in tune with the good things of life Is this young
he started squatting he had initially yeung single hr­.p,. Sq uatter inside Itiscamden sqtsit, 'complete with piano, tele".lived in rented fiat» paying ' less do manage to Snd ';;„-,3 ph one. Somfortabie furniture and yet eats.

'

. efficient service


