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= Fight to preserve
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up by the council have been
left to go to ruin as the
_council
oney for redevelopment.

And stark tower blocks and
crowded estates have taken
the piace of many of the
friendly
streets.

become a run-down reminder,
daubed 'with ' grafiiti, that
there are people who just
they are not responsible for.

bred loneliness and ' van-

hoods of Camden.

The loss of the owner-

cost inner city areas :like
Camden their heart and soul
. . . although the idea of

with the best humanitanan
motives.

the social and physical

have gone wrong with the.
whole concept.

number of people in areas
like E:i:mden who are actively
resisting the growing mono-
lith of council estates.

In isolated parts of the
borough groups. of local
people are regaining their
respect for the remaining old

Many yvoung people want to
restore the old buildings and
houses rather than let them
be replaced by complexes of
medern flats,

From Tolmer Square in the
south to Winchester Mews in
in the west and Dartmouth
Park in the east a battle is
being waged against council
plans to demolish old houses
and shops for development
i

05t of those who o
council plans for t.heparea
want the old houses and

by those living in them.

... it's @ question | rmsed i:er;e by Jeff

swruggles to find

neighbourhood
Some council estates have"'

don’t care for things that
In fact, the estates have

J;-'-at

LOST HE“RT ."'-_‘;;.""the borough as with most

~ “inner city areas.
occupied house seems to have :

cheap council rents and high.
density housing was begun:
But from the ewdence of !

problems which plague the
estates something seems to.-

““’of ithe ,borough's
Already there is a 'growing.

houses and neighbourhoods. -,

shops to be left and upgraded

They want to preserve the

character and layout of the
_ old streets and to protect the

communities that have
sprung up over the years.

They fear that the coun-
cil's policies will only mean
a greater influyx of transient
residents with all the sccial
_problems that are an every-
day fact of life _on Some
council estates.

A recent report from the
council’s Director of. Housing
admitted that Camden was
blighted with a poor state
of buildings and houses and
that the council was having

- to provide for an increasing
dalism to an extent seldom - .-
seen in the old ne:ghbour--"i

number of dependent dis-
advantaged people.

At the same time there is
an exodus of people out of

“~2*AH this is putting a severe
sstrain »'on the continued
: existence of the Jocal com-
£munity in some parts of the

"~ borough.

“&The.. pride- and respen-
sibility ‘that local residents
both : young and old once
showed In the area has been
more and more replaced by
a sense of cynicism and lack
of caring.

.4+Talk to residents on many
28 odd
| council’ estates and one gets
LA picture of fear and lone-
1Ine§s for the old and bore-
dom: and. frust.ration for the
young ‘J ol s

A ;nzpnessme

. The c%nerete corridors
don’t make good playgrounds, -
while many of the flats them-
. selves ean be made very com-
fortable the environment
outside can be very depress-

m’%‘co uften neighbours don't
know or ever see each other
jn many. of the blocks of
flats and .often there 1s no
common meeting place and
little communlca.tion between
tenants. ’

The - council recently
admitced that its housing
policy was caught in the
jaws of a vice . .. on the one.
hand there was a growing
‘dependence - on counclk
housing at the expense of the.
.cld houses and on the cther

_housing associations

'--u\.a

TO some Camden people toduy the idea of a community Spmtsﬁ;‘n%o be shppmg away.
‘asa thmg of the past . . . and some of the blame must rest on the housing policies of k
successive councils. - Many of the old terraced houses wluch once gave “"-’ area its; . 2ue
character have now disappeared under acres of concrete and glass. 3

- Rows of old houses bought’ 2

=S . g
hand a shorta.{ finance
because - of ithe e
situation.”

But there'is i
open- to-the coumil and it's
being put forward by pecple
like the Swiss Cottag®
g;ga.n Arts - and Rﬂrea.tlon

eriment.

- Thereis noth!n radically
new about “what ‘”“’3" want
.. T they merely want to be
given the chance 0 Preserve
the community they have.
formed and be Teft to rebuild
the old Hhuses they live. in.

They want 10 preserve the
open space in the area and
be given the chance to buy
the old houses when the

WE PUT THE Qﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ
- 10 COUNCILLORS

this week put the prob‘.lem of muncn
nflict with local communities
from bnth sides of

“Ghronicle”
rede\relopment running -into co
to housing spokesmen

John Crouch, chairman -of
the housing committee, said

‘the council had no option”

but to provide for those on
its housing list

He said: “The demand ror
accommeodation has tied our
hands.” He agreed that there
had been “a subtle change
In council housing policy
towards catering for present
tenants rather t.han provid-
ing for new ones.”

John Crouch said that the
present shortage of capital
was making the council look .
more to housing associations
for help and rehabitating old,
property.

In some cases, he said, the
had
done a fantastic job, exam-
pling the work carried out 111
West Hampstead. -

Added John Crouch: “We
do realise that a community
meeds people of similar type
and interest to develop. And
we sympathise with people
wanting to keep together in
one a.rea, but - we ha'lre to

provide _.for - a°
a.lthough 1 think there is
- some shying away from big

~ appealing for a chance to

- places of the borough.

= money it saves,

cold -

community’s exlstence 13 e O

guaranteed.

The idea of helping people
to do up old houses them- -
selves is being tried by the-
GLC on a big-scale. It's a
very obvious answer, to the
high cost to the ratepayer of
bmldmg new housing estates.

-The vast:- housing estates
will only continue to absorb, .
huge amounts of meney while' ,"_
the by-products of loneliness, .
vandalism - and - decay con-
tinue to grow.

The small commun.ities
which are _resisting council
redevelopment . plans are

show what can be done.

the council <hamber.

‘capital redevelopmenl. pro-
jects.”

Julian Tobin,” the Conser-
vative council spokesman on
housing, claimed that the
“council should be encourag-
ing private development of
property and not assuming
total responsibility for hous-
ing people. ,fé“-

Councillor Julian 'I'ohm o
said it was & great pity that
- old type of neighbourhoods *
had slipped away in mm:l.‘l;l

He maintained that more” ..o
_responsibility for
should be “given to the I
housing -authorities so tha
: people could be given muﬂ:
“‘opportunity to rehabitat.e old
properties. ca

“We have always arzn "
against wholesale redewelop-_
' ment because it has :
, troyed too much of the old :
and created too many ntr
social problems,” he sald.

“We should be enca
private people to do up o
properties not only for
but for
" social value of keepinx
neighbmn'hood&

-added




