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Tolmers
triumph
after
years of
battle

“bitter and pro-
*d struggle by Cam-
Jen=to build on Tolmers
Square, off Euston Road,
was recalled on Saturday
with the opening of a
£3,500,000 development
by Mr Frank Dobson,
MP for Holborn and St
Pancras South.

The new estate — which
combines offices with hous-

ing for 222 people—virtually
completes the council's im-

g,

provement plans for the
area.
The history of the vite

has been one of controversv
and slow progress, beginning
with the first development
application in 1959, . At the
height of the property boom
in 1973 the council came
close to hAnalising a deal to
buv the site but drew back
after public protest,

12 million deal—
Tn 1975 it bought the
land for £4 million.

M¢s Dobson, speaking at
the estate’s new community
centre, recalled 1973, when
he was leader of the council
in 1973 and the purchase of
Tolmers Sauare became the
burning issue of the day.

And he comuared the
subseauent “rowing and
arguments™ to the constant

reshowing of the film Gun-
fight at the OK Corral at
the “right old flea-pit” that
was the old Tolmers Square

® Counclllors Bill Birtles (Ieft) and Julian Fullbrook with MP Frank Dobson: “I remember the raddled
ruins.”

In the last few years be-
fore it closed it seemed to
be showing Gunfight every
other week — and looking
back he thought that was
an acmen.

“The fichts over Tolmers
Sauare were the most bitrer
and protracted of all the
strugeles we had in trving
to get decent housing for
local people in spite of the
private ownership of the
land.” he said.

He recalled the first ap-
proach from property
owners | Stock Conversion
and Investment Trust Ltd,
theowners of much of Tol-
mers Sauare and who were
responsible for the Euston
Tower. .

“Mr Robert Clarke got in
touch to say that he’d been
so moved by a television
talk, on housing by Lord
Goodman that they thought
they'd sell to us so we could

get on with rehousing., 1
nearly laughed my head off
. . . there was a L.nhour

HAMPSTEAD Labour
Party will refuse to expel
any Militant supporters.

The party's general coun-
cil vote 18-15 last Friday to
make its stand. It will now
inform the national execu-
tive committee of its deci-
sion.

Mr Bob Labi, a leading
Militant  supporter, and
thouzht to be high on the

NEC’'s hit list, said the ma_in

‘would be

Government and the bottom
had dropped out of the pro-
perty market.”

The council bought the
land *‘and immediately got
on with building and re-
habilitating housing to oro-
duce good homes for ordin-
ary people at rents they can
afford".

Housing had alreadv been
provided in Coburg Street,
Drummond Street, Euston
Street, North Gower Street
and Starcross Street, he said.
Housing in Hampstead Road
ready shortly,

“This means that high-
auality homes for nearly 900
people haye been created.
For the first time ever the
land round here is owned
by the pcople and is being
used to benefit the people,
For the first time ever
nearly evervone round here
will live in good conditions.”

Under private landlords
the land and buildings in
the area were devoted to
private profits, he said. “I
remember the raddled ruins

into which the houses were

allowed to decav. It took
public  ownership, public
funds and public commu:t-

ment to transform this area
into a place *where local
people can live a decent
life.”

Councillor Bill _ Birtles,
Camden’s Housing Develop-
ment chairman. said that
Tolmers Sauare was the cul-
mination- of an ambitious
housing programme slashed
by the Conservative Govern-

ment when it cut Camden’'s
housing investment allow-
ance.

“This development makes
it quite clear what Camden
wants its tenants to have—
vou have only to walk round
other Labour boroughs like
Southwark or Conservative
boroughs where therg is no
new council housing to zee
the difference.”

The Department of the
Environment was demanding
lower standards in housing
bv clamping down on du.lm

but the threat of expulsions.

“The conference voted for
the register but at the same
time the conference did not
vote for any expulsions. If
there had been the question
of expulsions then a number
of trade unions which had
voted for the register would
not have voted for it,” he
said.

If  expulsions
ahead. not only
- 1 1

did go
Militant
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“Expulsions will break
unity of this party.
will wreck this party.”

He was supported by Mr
Sean Baine. who said the
registrar was another aspect
of the general move of the

Labour Party towards the
right.

“The right are just as
organised as the left in

terms of doing things in sec-
ret or in smoke - filled

rogrue "t Lo 3 1

and the party had to accept
the register.

No-one wanted to expel
“the friendly neighbourhood
Militant”, he said—the reg-
ister was aimed at people
forming their own policies
and programmes in a *‘sec-
ret and underhand way”.

® Mr Labi and Camden

councillor Sandy _ Yo g n.
both rcnran»

e b oo

such as damp courses. cen<
tral heating and lifts in
council estates. But Camden
was not prepared to lower
it\ standards to cater for tha
“political " wishes” of 'ths
Government.

Councillor = Julian  Ful
brook. the Housing Manasg-
ment Committee chairmaa,
offered a vote of thanks on
behalf *“of all the peopie
who get a chance to use this
development”. d

Outlining the extent of
the housing crisis in Cam-
den, he said: “We have a
terrible job fitting thousands
of families into vyery few
units, but we want to get on
with that job and hope lhe
Department of the Environ--
ment will listen to our pleas
on vour behalf.”

The Mayor of Camden,
Councillor Tom Deving, |
nraised the efforts of Cam-
den’s officers, many of
whom had worked at the
Tolmers Sduare project m
lhclr own timu

dayv opposing the expulsion
threat. ‘

The meeting decided (o |
form a group which wounld |
work closely with, but aot
form part of, the London
Standing Committee Against
the Witch Hunt, formed by /
Militant supporters in Seas
tember. -

Delegates  stressed 154t
they m-rc fightine .\‘\,gn
«ihic vpulsions.
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