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~·llour O!Jtical/Ma.;.:,u <: t. i <.: 

To l ::1 e rs Village is ne~r ti•e centre of Lo~H.lon, on l y 15 !:ilnute.;, 

walk Iroru ~iccauill y Circus an~ a st one 's tl1row from Euston 

st;.J.ticn . 

~or several years tltese few streets !lave ~.H:<:::n ;:~t t ile centre 

of :·l co n tr,n' l' r sy w!liC'h !1; ! :=; foCtJS <!<l ;: tLC!nticln .. ,l l p ro pc! r ty 

s peculat i on an:i its e.f .fcct on o r d in<.\ ry peo t, le • Fo r '.i'ol1ne rs 

• \.t first s1 ~llt 

U1e re is :1ot !1 ing s 1, e cial a b out t. ~1 is ,. l::cc '-lUti it co:::es as no 

::>u r, ,riSC to :Jvst lJCO.iJle tlw.t <..i e t c:l·::tinc: J efforts lli..lV C been 

ma,~l.! to u c r:.olL.il: i t . ! l u L i L i ::; n o t .i u s t la.: i l u i n ~ ~ t h a t 

w o ul d b c u c .. 1 u l i ~; h e <i , i t ' s n l i v i n ~~ p ~ <..: c c o ! c i L y . 
,\uti there are nu::uerol:s u u:;;ines ses <l iH.i <..~.ctivit ies s wal l 

yrorl~ shops - C<t.fes - r cstaurqnts - sl~op s - pulls - hostels -

of fices u.nc.l i':arcl1ouscs - socio.l facil ities - a ju;u'u lc o f 

dive r si t y . 

I t is a haven for the s r:.Ja l l business, th e craftsman, a n d sr.w ll 

s ll o .' !( e e pe r s • 

:. ~ r \· ine 

39 years we have been here now - 40 years very short l y . 

~ .. r s Vine 

;:ell, it's more pe r :;;onal , isn't i t. w·~ l o ok on our cus tomc; rs 

ns frien ds. 

aren't you . 

When yo u g o into a big s hop you're just a n1ur.bcr 

Du t witl1 littl0 shop s -we ll you l ook on tlic Jn 

!ike u fr i e nd - yo u know . 

~\ u r r c. t i o n 

Du r i ng t! .e last 15 yeurs an Asia11 cor.n:1Un ity has become es tab lis.bcc.l 

in nru~nond Street. 

Any\1ay we :; a w ti1a t tiler c 1\" t~ ren' t 1u.u1y Iu<.iians in the surroun u i ngs 

so 1:1y fati : e r just o:)enc:l u ;1 t :! c ::; llO tJ becnusc Ll! e r c we re lots of 

students in t he l:n ivers i tie s ov er il e re f r ol:l alJro au a nc.l of c o ::rs c 

we wanted to c:-: t e.r f t) r tl !el:l so i t ; r cw t t1~ L •vay and as :oo rc 

;)eo9 le begun COl:l ing in fro m n l; ro ,~d , f ro r.1 ~> l aces like :\frica, 

InLi ia , 
S:lOp 

. · ~J;:i st an ~ntl u t h e1· .•-' :1c es , L' ·cy c · ·c t' '·r·o\·· u " · · · v •·• l ., 

it i.>ecam P. ~~"•' 1 1 1. ' ' ",., .. , 

ui..H,u t o:..t r 

this is how 
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~\ a rra t ion 

Tile co:ur.1u:li Ly HO\J ins:lutlcs 7 sl!op::>, ::> re::; L~.wranLs , antl a 1uos q u<: 

::ts \':ell ~sa ::;ulJ::>t<.l.ntia l resitlent.ial populati<'n . 

. : r Shall 

Decol.!!e vt::ry well known this area througiJ.out I.::ngland and Europe 

th:lt any1Jouy wants: sOLletlling Indi an t!~.ey come ri ght to the 

:;rul..!.nonli St.reet . 

~\ D. rr a t i u n 

Tolllle rs Village is also a residential a r ea . 700 people still 

live here - rich and poor - of a ll nationalities. nut the 

popu l :1tion has fallen by 1\nlf in the past ten years . 

~:rs i:io ll and 

W~.! ll when 1 ca1:1C h ere f~rst Len years ago, it was so quiet . 

No traffic around tile street . 

---Th_e_r_e - ·w·ere- a1ot- of · peopl_c_ round here wn.en I first · car~e ·.-- · ·--­
But as tile a~ea start.eJ running down, people s tar~ed l~aving -

t.o new flat.s or different a~eus - they got fed up watching 

t.he hot1scs falling down and no - one lo oking afte r them or doing 

anything . 

~arr::ttion 

Tolmers Village has suffered extrerle lllanning 1Jlight . For 

15 years there llave i..>eea rumours of redevelopment creating a 

spiral of decay; !lCOi>ll! l1ave IJeeu reluctant to do re pairs , 

land has been left eopty , many people have become demoralized 

and left . 

Ti1 e wajor culiJri t lias been a property company wllo ll<.1ve tueir 

offices just of P iccadi lly Circus, Stock Conversion & Investment 

Trust , along with their estate a~ents D. E. & J . Levy. Hecent ly 

this company successfully Jestroycd a similar diverse, tl1riving 

co mm un i ty across tile road from '1'olm ers Village, uloug with a 

street market. , and replaced it with this . 

\"ii th this development t!1ey mL!.<le a profit of over £60 l!lillion . 

In 19 6:2 they de c ided to try their luck in 'l'olmers Village , 

and started buying property there . Dy 1 97 1 they owned 407~ 

of the village. 
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~. !r Shah 

Well they are big v~ople. Their aim is only to pull down 

t.ilis area and 1<1ake money, as simple as that . You know, you 

can see the Euston Towe r - what they have done. You can see 

the House - that's a l l and there is no good for poor 

people . 

);arration 

And what about t he people who li~e in their newl~ acquired 

property? 

~. :r Cananaros 

~e ll, I've lived here ll years using it as a studio, because 

It's alwu.ys IJeen used by painters , this flat. 

It.'s all been running down ever since I've been here . Lots 

of it has been closed up and allowed to decay - deliberate 

neglect and :.w.licious neglec-c too, on Llle kind o.i:' scale wi1en: )\ 

people who wanted t o live in better accowuodation just couldn't 

take it any more witll t hei r families and just llad to move, so 

the ~lace just died . ~e ll just g oing down . 

The re arc other peo~ l e living in t!iis house as well, who have 

u~plied to nuve l.le:t'orc. 'r l1ere i s Les 1 cy w;io l i vc s u t>S tairs. 

:::i1.> lle 's still living in the sau;e p L..tcc in his bronchitic 

cu1Hli tion with ,,·atcr running do,.;·n t.lll! w;;. ll s . Auu t.. h cy c at:lC:: 

to rep.::~.i::: the roof once a11d they l ef t sou.e J:torc of it open 

so it still l enks upstai rs, the wutcr still runs down . 

I'd rather continue to go on living h e re and working here but 

the conditions are so unhealthy that I'm going to have to move 

because it ' s just f ucked rue up. 

. . 
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~:r Jones 

I think t !lu t. Levy is · only :!:or one ti1 ing, he's out for rual.;:ing 

~ profit. 

I thin lc he do c s n 1 t cons i c1 e r t h c ;1 eo p 1 e in the a re a . When I 

\·;en r. ~nd spoke to Stock Convers io n a few months ago about til is 

he t.old me t hat he f e lt very sorry for the people in tbis are.:.~.. 

Ee would not like to live in property like it . 

>:arr~tion 

uf course tl1e directors of St o ck Conversion don't live in 

Joe Levy, for inst~ncc , one of the major 

sha reholders, lives in Grosvenor S<!uare, ;1as a luxury apartrle:n t 

in t!~e Sout;l of F'n"!.ncc, a yacht ~nd s orue racchor!>cs. 

In )!arch 197't tha net tangible assets of Stock Coavcrsior! we.re 

over Z77 million. It is iro~ic that Stock Conv e rsion are n o t 

~repared in many c~ses to spead i.i1C s mall amount of woney 

required "L o :~ e c!, t ll ~ ll o u ~ e s in h ~bit a )) l e c c n <.1 it ion • 

~~iss }.;orden 

The only repa irs we ever asl: for to ~e done are essent ial ones 

auu. we usua lly have t.o !H:.g t. llem for i.llJ Out a year ~!.- so ucforc 

a~yth ing gets ~one at all, nnd anything t h at does get d one 

gets done very bnrl ly . It just gets sort o.f p atchc<.l u p ;1nd 

it doesn't l~1s 1. ,\ :dnut.e . 

~~'.. rr...:. t i o:1 

In the autu:::111 of 1973 CLH occu _9 ied ho-:1se actually coll ap sed 

the occupa nts Z'l~r::co·.7ly e s <.::aping with their lives. 

v;hcn property be0o:uc.:5 e rJ;>t.y , s ·coc!c Conversion Lio no t relet. 

Iu J!ay 197-i a s urv~y revc~lcd that ~L12 roorts r:e re unoccupied. . 

r:llen a \':~!olc !lou se uec o:u c:; v ~1 cant it i ~ lioarued u:) <Ind. left to rot . 

An e mp ty house tlc"Le r io r o. tcs qu i.cl~ly, lead i::; strip ped fror.1 th4..: 

roof , rain !>Cnetratcs, winJows arc ~~ashcd, pipes are ripped out 

~nd decay is i:lcv i t .d.J l e. 'l'o atill to tile d ec line , c.lo:;scrs use the 

empty hou::;es and li:.1ve IH~COIQC a n es -r.aulisllc ~! n .4 l· t o1" tltc cot~t : . o~Jnii.v . 
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It.' s ueen unuiJlc t. u c.u ·Ver y lllUCh uuout t !tC ·roJwe r s ::iquurc area 

c.ncl a lot. of otl!er areas because we ·don't own ·t;ilC~ land, and 

successive governnents h a v e not been very well d isposed towards 

spending l a r ge suos of public money towar<ls buying L.mcl for housing 

and other services to local c ommunities at tl1e curr ent infla t-ed 

tuarket. vnlues . 

~arration 

Tile l and v a l ues have been i nflated out of a ll propo rtion by the 

speculators tlle1:1sclvcs . Between 1:)6] and 1973 so1ue l and values 
"barh.i c .. o 11 l d l! e , .. -G-r-Ul-~. 

i ncreased by 2000~ . / fa c ed ~i t.h ast r ono1u ical price s , governments 

in t he pas t have refused t o g r ant Camden Council the compu l so r y 

~mrclH.tse powe rs it n eeds to l..>uy the l a nd f or ilousing . 

Dobson 

I don ' t think that ) private c " lllpau i e s suou l <l be ao l e ·to expl o 1 t 

tlicir pos 1tion, but sq l ong os the l aw r emains as it i s, and it 

has renained liKe t his fo r the l ast thousand years a t l east , 

prope rty owuers a r e allowed to exploit the ir position at the 

cost. o f tue r est of society . 

~arr<!t i on 

The counci l was therefore- forced i nto negotiating n cle a l with 

:::> t. o c 1( co 11 v c r ~ i on . Camucn Hn:.:. to receive Clteai; land for housing 

i n exchange for g iving "Lo Stock Conve rsi on p lanning pe rwi s sion 

t. o build an o ffice block . But til e council ba cked down f rom 

t. l1i s dea l after borough- wi de opposit i on to the p r oposal . 
f"~R~Id~ :J. '-e."' :\ C\~ S'l.,c~ ~V<W~ ~ P\p~tA. ~~ ~ ~Q~~t~ li~ 
.Jobson t;. r\.(,t- '~""" po~'- of ~ , ~ retw-e&t . 
S o tha t we now 1' in d ou r s e 1 v e s go in g u a c 1( to t 1l e s i t u a t i on w ll c r e 

we urc at.tel!lptin;; to 1u a l\:e c . p . o. ' s on the whole area . 
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~a r r<.~ t i o n 

!Jut will the council be any more successful this time than 

on previous occasions'? ~ 'rhe council has certainly been 

by tile limitations of its legislative power, 

coobined w.i tll lack of gove r nment SUJ>port .) l3ut another 

barrie r is t.!leir faith in comprehensive development as a 

solution . Fhis faith is based on a corup1 eLe misunderst and ing 

of tlle area and the peovle in it . Given the present reg-

ul a t ions and re::; tric t ions, comprcl1ens i v e red eve 1o pp1cn t inev-

i tably means stereotyi_>e, single-use develo !'mcnt with high r ents . 

'1' 11 r e w o u l d ].) e 1 i t t.l c p 1 a c e for t 11 e v e o p 1 e who now o c cup y To 11:1 e r s 

Village, as the mnnager of S immonds second-hand furniture store 

cx!)la in s . 

I tllinJ( it woul ~ m.:..:an tlte Lot ul e .xtinr; uislu:.tcHL of o ur IJLtsiness, 

l.Jccnuse there ' s just not another p lace witlliu u. reasonu.b1e area 

of J.::uston wl1ich would be avni laiJle at an econo1:.Jic rent . f~· e 

lwvc watle ::;evera1 enquiries ui.Jout building s for sale and the 

r c n t was s o us t ron o ;u i c :i 1 til at i t w o u lu j us t no t lJ c on at a 11 , 

wh ich \':oul t.!. i:!CUn iaost or' tile staff wo uld be re<.!undant. 

of t!1cm have tleen here ~0 , 30, LJO years - i n !i.lCt, our ol (l<;sL 

:::c r .. be r of :;; t:li.'f '17 yc<J. r s - un LI ol' course t il<.: y ·.vould ju~t uc 

c ut in t .:c cold. 

:.:r Vine 

If we had to move it •.·:oulti be finished . '...' c could not carry 

on with t. l: i ~. !J usin<.: :S S l.l.uy more, it,' s too expensive for a smal l 

sllop - too uuch co~:.ll><.:ti tio11, su_:Jeri.:larke Ls . 0ncc we are pull ~li 



CuT 

- S-

.:rs Vine 

Anything they want regardi n g Tndians is avai l able in Drummond 

Street , so we ruust 11ave t!le area and we won't ue able to co1:re 

in L ll e new IJ u i l <.iln ~ s at a 11 . i ,· e c un ' t a J i' or <.1 ex 1 J c n s i v e r en t. s us 

is an in J ividual lJusiness . 

Is g oing to mean a l ot of hard work going down the drain and 

then we lwve to s :.ar"t al l over aga in, just llecu.use somebody 

\\·ants to trap everything and start I!lassive buildings lil.;:e the 

one opposite . us. 

\'arrn-c i on 

\'o - one had asked t!Jc local residents and businesses for their 

opin ions. Both the council a ; ,d the developers were making 

their pl<lns as if the peop l e uid not exist. Finally, in 

August 1973 "tlle To lmers Village Association \'i2.S formed; an 

association of' loc ~l resiu en-c s unu worl~crs . 

I becar.:e a t:Je :::1H"!r of t :1c TVA a!.Jout 1 year ago. I think it's 

whr.t this :·1rc?. hn~ n eeded for.: long, long .tiT.e. :;onconc to 

star~u u:~ a.nu fight, cs;; ccially to f1~ht tlle c ouncil l !:Just say, 

l.Jccatls~ til-.: ; •eo ple .1.;re neell to ue ::,o L off "'!eir I..Jehinds and 

get o oving. 'l'ilcy have been J~0pt down n ow for too long, by ull 

these d1ff~r~nt peO i>le a!1ct :tl l <.:lle se or~anisations, and I t.hinlc 

it's a grea~ i~ua . 

L:vary onc: :1ad. tlleir own iJl·ivute 1nterest s buT. it was L.1rgely a 

~uu stio:l of uYcryone ac:renJing :hemselves dnd iL s0c:~eJ a v e ry 

~ood ide:u for us r.ot _;ust to 1 ... ~.:ct t..la: pe0J?le wl10 ,<.:. r\:! in c!1ur;.;e 

of t!"le T\·:~ , but Lo ,;...: :. .dl l::e t'> t : :;l \ :~.;:;:; :Jt;uplc Wl10 ;J.r~.: ialert;~; t..~.;u 
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( ..... , · . I.; prouably all 

. .:new each otl1er by no~lding <.LCqua int<.tr~ ce but '.\' e diti not know 

e :.J.cll ot!t e1·'s iltdividuul lJ r oble;u s ut all, and I think t.l!i::; h; ... s 

(u\ been ouc of !. lle very ~trong .factors ill getting !Je op lc to 

s u p p o r t til e a s ::; 0 c i a t i l> a . 

I fou~l d only t hat organisati o n could he lp to the people who 

are r eally co n cerned and tbeir lives are only go ing t o be 

looh:ed afte r by t .i1e 'fVA . :..!oiJouy el~e tioes care , he ithc r 

counci l !~or any !.Jig uevelopert;. 

I go t interes ted in the To l~ers Village Association b eca use 

CuT I wus afrail! l rai &;l• t have to leave tlle are~ after l ' d co me 

here . 

The obj e cts of t he 'roliriers Villag e :\ssociation are to rep-

re sent th e it~tc rc s t s of t ile peo~~ lc who live and/or work in 

t !!e ToliJers ~:i<luarc ~·,rea; to c:ts urc du1 t tlu.: p lunncr ::; conce:rncu 

wit ll rcue . el o~>ing the area consttlt with loc,,,l peo rdc fully 

befo re ta1dng t!ec i s ions; to l end sup ;;ort ancl protection to 

residents faced witl1 eYietion or llarrass rJent; anc~ to citsure 

b1...1.t :10- 0n c l::; furc~ .J. Lo !.t.:<.tve Lite ar c <.:. uguln :: t tlt c i.r wi 1 ·1; 

t o su ; ~o r t rcsi ~cnts 

:...: ~ in t en a a c e o r' t h (; i r il au e s ; 1.. o i.H~ o · ·, o t e s o r: i a 1 .:t c t i vi t i e s 

betw e en J::t:l:l~er s , <.! nd ::; ener: . .dly to coHLril>utc "to the li..tc 

and c lu=t r u.c ter o f t ile area . 

~c.rrati on 

.-\. si1op ;Yit iC it lla::; ueen e l.lp t y for one ye:1r wa::; occu pi ed anti 

orJened up as a meeting p lace , informat i on a nd auvice c e ntre: 

A. co r.1~1uni ty newspaper was s tarted . Jumble sa les and other 

fund- r ais in <_; a c tiviLie ::; we r e orguui scLi. !:)oou a..t t cr it::> 

formn. t.ion the .-\ ss ociuti on too lc lJa rt in a campaign wli icll 
• 

s uccessfully p r evented the council fro1:1 mak ing a deal with 
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Stock Con v ers ion. Since L:1e11 t lle Association has been p u tti.n6 

forward its own idca.s al..>o ut how ti1e area should be :t:I.:!.tle vclope:u 

nne ask i n g for g n a r a nt ee s to safeguard the local people . 

.-\ g rant rrhs ot t. a ineu to enab l e t il e Assoc iati on to C:::l:lp l oy i i s 

o wn i' u ll - t ime co - onJ.inuLo r. 

xick ::.' a t e s 

As I see it, t lle raain 11 ur pose of the To l me r s Vil lage Associat ion 

i s to g et peop l e taking c ontrol over tileir own lives. F or y ears 

in t. li. is a re a peov l e lla.v e been k icke tl a round b y Levy, and t l1e 

<.: t' unc il just h asH 't tlone anything <.11Jou t it . You know , tlte 

!tou..: cs a re et:.p ty , liu~ r e ' s e::l .• t y land , au u so on, autl t h e re;d 

point. is ,iu :> t t o say to t iLe c ou :1 c il tll~t i if yo u won ' t do i t , 

we 'll do it . I ·,·: o u L l s n y L !!(; g arden ~ it c n c x t cl o or i s a v e r y 

goou e x amp l e . 1 t. 1 s l..>een er!lp ty fo r 2 5 years and \·: e 've now 

just. taken it ov e r ourse lves and a re just maki n g it into a 

go. r de n. Squatting l think is on the s a;:.;e level . The h o use s 

\':h i ch ne i i lle r t.hc council no r Levy can use we are now using . 

:\u rra t i O !l 

Th e g arden t s now rented for <_:: 1 pe r year and a loc a l firm ilas 

donated ~1 000 to~nrds buying plan ts , g rass and ot ltc r materi a l s . 
uctwecn 

Tlle Associ a t. i on t.ries to l.wlance/on ±ka o n e Hand being a 

res ponsi b l e re pre sentat-ive body a cting within t :.e system, and 

on t.ile oti1er hand t al;: i ng direct a ction , \r!1 ich is s een as a 

t h rea t t o t !1 e s y s t em • u f course not everyone i s satisfied. 

~ ! r Jones 

'. :e ll I ' ru very t wo-mi n ded about the Asso ci a tion at the moment. 

I d on't think the~: d o e no ugl1 t o r the o l der ones in the a r ea . 

They seem to be coltccnt r at.ing about the squatters tak i ng t he 

o l a h o u s e s ov e r , \V h i c . 1 rea 11 ~' L <1 on ' L lH ~me t h em b 1; c u us e t ll e 

ho u::; e s lw.ve be cu C!:.JiJty f o r some tdi we ancl .Cuir e nough as 1ong 

a s they don 1 t ln te r fe re wi tn t. :1'e o l der l ocals i n t he a reo.. 
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~~ ~~ r r ,t t i o !l 

::l lJ.lliltt e r::; have inueed hall a :1:ajo r 1mpact on ~lle vill age . 

uver 70 people i n t!1C l ast year l1av<: La lcen ove r empty houses 

an <l !!! ad e t ~: e l!l h a b i t , t b l e • 

reclro 

•, :011 stnlct.urally tile I10use wa~ in very goot.! condition, but it 

\':as just .L1 ll of rubl.Ji s ll in::;ide . 'r lle to il et. w<ls SIJas lled, tl1e 

windows were bro~en, and it c as g ene r al l y in very b ad condition 

inside, the de cora ti on wise . \i'lla t we did rto it was , a s soon 

as ~e moved i n , ~e cleaned the two top rooms and started 

c 1 e anillb a!ld re p <.nr L1g; everyt.r1ing , i11 c hH.iing p u tting in new 

t.!l ~ct ri c .i.nstu llat i on ull rountl , ll!uk i n g th e to il eL::> work w1Li 

pair.tin g the w~10le thing and gene r a lly pu-cting 1 t in g oocl re!)air 

aco. in, 1ne ncing -c llc roof, and we spenL al.Jout £ 1 00 auc.i .r.:::150 o n 

~a"te rials for "the h J use. 

Pat rick 

~e' r e led to be l i e ve tl1e house was em pty for abou t ten years , 

but \r e can't. really say . ,\'e ' vc ta l ke d to th e peop l e .~ ro:-md 

who say they 've seen it el!lpty .fo r ages , and that in it se l f is 

r ea lly tragic b ecause it' s such an amaz ing hou se . It ' s an 

ear l y Victorian te r raced l1ouse and very be a utiful, and we t oo~ 

SO!.le -crouble to c lean u~J th e front of it and pa int it i n the 

style tha t other l10uses .like this ar c kept in. 

J~c c;uie 

\\.e ll I' m S\m.:.ltting because I Y>as lo ·king f or a p lac e to l ive 

~nd c o ul lin 1 t finu anytlling <~ i.. · ..t reasou; ·: blc rent tha L I coul r1 

i.! fford in tile area or '" i -ch in LolH.:.on . I t !linlc that ' s 't!le major 

if there <".re houses ava ilRblc , o r flnts, t ll e r ent i s t oo high 

f o r peo!l l e to actual l y <t f fo rd. '~here aren 1 t ~:w.ny around in 

Londou . 



:\ ;t rration 

Tl1e housing ;Jroblel.'-i in London is drastic, an d yet tilerc are over 

loo,ooo houses er:1pty ·according to official statistics . 'Phe 

<:utho ri ties have !> rove!.! incapable of solving this uno1:wly <:t:Hl 

Ln.vc be ell iorce ,: co co:Jc -r.o Ler!a.::> 1r i 'vll ::> <i U<.tt ters . 

cx:llain s l~i=-- po::;itton . 

!-' ra nk ~;O li :3\) rt 

Franlc l;o lJ::; on 

11' you as!·: :1c 1·:iw.t my general <.tttitude i !'; tov:ards s •1uatting , 

although Cat:1den lws o:t'ficial .::><1 uc.tters and unofficial sc1uatters 

ar:d uis"Ling uishes between tl1e1a 1 1 don ' t Lili nk that this i s the 

As Jur i.ls 1 um concerned, the only rea ::; on .. ul<.: 

distinction is whetlle r Ll1e squutter:..; eoncernetl !it in and IJelt< tVC 

reasonably towards tlle long-stuu<..ling residents iH an area and their 

neighbours, or whether they don't. 

:-.£ iss ~orclen 

,:ell, I t~in!c the s c1uatters have introduced t h e only corJmunal 

e le:nent 1\" e llove eve r bud in titis c.iistrict. I've lived llere 

23 years and tHere's l.Jeen not 1~ing i.>ut baclcbi ting, and now t 11e 

SCluatters have brought a fr iendly utmos;>here in. And as far 

<: s this pro;> e r t y i t s e 1 f is concern e rl , two have jus t moved in 

anu ~:.hey're the most de:;.i ghtful clc1acnt you could iliwg ine -

clei.ln, in-cellige:n, ei1ecr.ful, frientlly, - anc.l they've done nwre;: 

for U1 is p ro iJ c rty than ltus be en Llon<: in UlY 2 3 years of 1 i ving 

i: e rc. 

\arra L.i or.. 

So a !lew en e r g y is l.;uil t~ iug u:~ in Tcl11H~r~> Vill age . 

h ouses are be i n;; repaired, em~ty land i s ueing used. l'he 

1'VA is llavin; some succ ·~ss ctt l..wttling ~r'ith the couaci~ and 

the d evelopers. .·\Sa syubol o: til i:=> en e rgy- a ~treet f~stiv'-d· 

.. 
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nut has ~nyt!l ing rc :. ll y chant,i~ ,~ . vr 1s it 1ac rely a cloak of 

friv olity covcriEg ."t .tlC gri lu realit i es? Sto c k Conversion 

still owns tt1c L.:.nl~. 

Stocl.;: Co:lvc r siozl' ::> i nLcrcsL::; <tre 1JL:rc l y J i H:1.ncial. 

::\o - o n ;:: who lives or 

~.cr !.;:s in ·l'oli:w rs \.i ll n.~e !l <.. s ~l~Y cont rol ove r Stoc~·: Conv €:r:::;iori , 

no r :.::.:.y wuy o.f in f lu e ncing ·Ll a: :u , othe r than i.Jy dircc:t actior~. 

Yet th ey hav~ Leon Etblc "to J i s ru~ t the live~ of many peop l e, 

and virt u .:'.1 1 y :-: e s t roy a t h r i v t n g par t o f a c i t y • 

It is nc<1.rly t o o l atL: ior ·~' o Lu0:s.· s Vi l1<•-:; e , IJut wlw t al.lout ;,1 1 

:3t o c i ~ Co!1v e rsi on lwv<.: go t ti<t.: ir ~_; yes 011 Camticn lii~h S trce~ a uJ 

I: i :-.;;s Cr oss , to na.m~ but two arc~s close to •ro l mcrs VilJ. a :~e . 

An d there are m~:1y o t. ll cr pro 1Jc rty compauies in the ~a1ae ganc . 

L:nfor"t :...tna tely t ile iJu"ttle is not won evel~ i f t Lc co:.1ncil b;.1y 

out the l.:ll~ tL Co ut:cil re:c! eve lo pt:.:eln, sci.ct:tcs rl.!"t: scltloru very 

V1llage . Eut at le a st council~; a re ::;<.:scc r) tilllc to .; u!:-lic 
A . • 

Tenants ~ !·ou l; ::; d.l H.i. coJ;:i:iu:1. i ty a s soc i ations a !· e g :ro \: i ng U J.) a ll 

ov e r the country a s pco;l l e respcr. tl t.o t ite centralis a tion of 

Peo~;lc have to o r g a:lise tllemselv c s 

l o c .1.lly . ~o-ouc cl:>t! cares . 1'hc peop l e of '.('olmt!rs Vi ll uge 

. . 
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additional narra tion May 1975 

The film you have just seen was made l ast July. In September, 

following lengthy negotiations with local people, the Council's consultant 

architects finally produced a proposal for a mixed rehabilita tion ar 

'\ redevelopment s cheme - which is genera lly acceptable to the TV~ ~11\.Gl wluC.~ rLw_ 

~Council are ready to implement 

' Life in the village is moving. Tenants livi~g in wretched conditions 

~-/ in houses owned by Stock Conversion,have b een r ehoused by the Council, 

~ Their old homes were immediately squatted by mo~e homeless people, and 

_ ~~re now being repaired4 
" ' In empty houses 

I 

~. ·squatters are an integral part of the village./\ they have established 

a bakery, a works hop, a printing press, a bookshop, a vegetable cooperative , 
\ 

\ and a community centre 
\ 

~on-profitmaking basis 

in a disused bank. All these ventures . . ·~ are run on a 

for the benefit of the community as a whole . 
J 

r But in March this year a bolt came from the blue . All the squatters 
~ -- ....:-I 

J tli ving in houses owned by Stock Conversion were summonsed to appear in court·. 
~ .r-J..... 

~ 

')lwv-' . Stock Conversion wanted to ~n po~ession of their houses. 

I ~ 1he Tolmers Village Squatters Action Group was formed immediately, 

i 
i 

I 
I 

I 
/ 

; CP _,.._. 
I 
! and a campaign wa s mounted . 

There is no apparant reason w~ Stock Conversion should want the 

Squatters out. But when the ( ommunity Land Bill beeomes law l ater this --
year, Cam~en Council will be able to b~ the l and in Tolmers Villa ge a t its 

1\ 

exi s ting use value , instead of having to pay the much hi~her potential 

development va lue which will be gener a ted if planning permiss ion for ·---- ...__. 

commercial development is granted . The exis ting ~e value at present is 

very low because Stock Conversion h~ve all~wed their property t o ~ down. -
But if Stock Conversion are able to gentrify the houses before Camden has 

time to buy them, it would ~e th~ existing use va lue. Stock Conversion 

might t~ ~laim an ~ra £ 1 million in compensation , in ~d~on to the 

cos t of conversion work ; money which would umtimately come from the 
\ 

r 
J 

; 
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t~xp~er and the ratepayero ~So the squatter~' campaign to r esi st eviction 

proc~edings is important for the government and the -Council, as well as being 

crucia l for Tolmers Village . 

For this r eason the x~x:t±~nfs campaign i s su~~ted by Ca~ C~il, 

the local l abour party, trades unionists, and many tenants and residents 

associations . 

So far the squatters have a chieved some success in court . After two -
hearjngs a t the High Cour t in the Str and; out of 17 cases , only 4 order s for 

possession were granted, 1 case was dismissed , and the remainder are unlikely 

to be heard until l a te June . 

But this i s only a delaying t actic . In the end , squatters cannot 

win in court. 

If Stock 

evict ions -

Ultimat ely their fate will 

-~--___,-­
Conversion are not pr evented 

~ 

]4Q peopl e will l ose their homes; 
;-

be determined by the bailliff~ . 
~---::.... 

f rom carrying out these senseles s 
-\.~..t·, 

This unique co~~unity will be destroyed ; 

And f inance capital, in the guise of pr operty speculation, will once 

more demonstrate its ru~less power over the interests of ordinary 

people . 

If any individuakor organizations can help the peo ple of Tolmers ' Village in 

any way please cont a ct the Tolmers Vi llage Association 

~I 102 Drummond Street · 

London NWl 

t elephone 01 387 4004 

•· 


